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Lynn makes some delightful spring skiing turns high in BC’s Purcell Mountains. photo by pat morrow
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landed on a new vision statement: 

To bring together, and give voice to, 
Canada’s mountaineering community. 

We will do that by offering more and 
better alpine adventures, and celebrating 
our members’ accomplishments, both past 
and present.

Our mission continues to be: To 
promote alpine experiences, knowledge and 
culture, responsible access, and excellence in 
mountain skills and leadership.

The Board agreed to undertake a 
number of new initiatives that fall into 
four broad categories:

● improving our financial sustainability
● improving our internal systems and 

processes
● expanding our marketing and com‑

munication efforts
● enhancing our human capacity, both 

Short Rope
by lynn martel

How high is that mountain?
How do you get up there?
Aren’t you scared?

Since the dawn of hemp ropes, climb‑
ers have been answering questions. 

Sometimes, though—and fortun‑
ately—it’s the climbers who are asking 
the questions. 

And many articles in this issue of the 
Alpine Club of Canada Gazette were 
shaped by questions, either asked of, or 
by, climbers, and by the actions those 
questions spurred those members to take.

What is our goal?
Where are the climbers?
How did you get up that peak?
What can we do? 
What gives?
In his Route Finding column, ACC 

President Gord Currie describes how his 
question, “Is our goal simply to improve 
the Club or to change the world?” helped 
shape the ACC’s new vision statement. 

In his story, you’ll hear how Toronto 
Section member Kit Moore, after 
rapelling from the roof of his City Hall 
to raise money for the Make‑A‑Wish 
Foundation noticed that not one of his 
fellow climbers was there beside him. 

Learn how he encouraged his climbing 
partners and friends to sign up last year, 
and again this spring. 

In his contribution to the Gazette’s 
What my ACC means to me column 
(for which we’re always seeking new 
submissions, hint, hint), Rocky Mountain 
Section member Doug Schmidt describes 
how asking a friend how she managed to 
climb a big peak on the Columbia Icefield 
led him to discover the ACC, and to not 
just join section trips, but also become 
qualified to lead some trips himself.

Also, you can read about what 
Vancouver Section member and 

Squamish resident Bill Paton learned 
about the toll climate change is taking 
on the very glaciers climbers and skiers 
like to explore, and what actions all of us 
can take in response, such as carpooling 
more and purchasing carbon credits when 
travelling.

Then, on page 14, and again on page 
30, you’ll read how the answer to the 
question, “What gives?” posed by Jolene 
Livingston, the ACC’s Fundraising 
Consultant, is YOU, fellow Club 
members. 

So, what are you waiting for? Get 
reading!

Route Finding
by Gord currie, acc president

The first thing I did as President 
of the ACC was to subject your 
poor Board of Directors to a 

strategic planning session—on an August 
weekend. Serving on the national Board 
of Directors (or your Section Executive) 
is a privilege, but it requires some sacrifice 
of personal and family time, so my thanks 
go out to all Board members for their 
commitment to the Club.

Strategic planning can be a painful 
exercise, even on a dreary winter week‑
end, but we had expert guidance from a 
volunteer facilitator to keep us on track. 
I felt that our vision statement was more 
statement than vision, that it should 
be more aspirational. But should a new 
vision be organizational or societal? Is 
our goal simply to improve the Club or to 
change the world? 

After lots (and lots!) of discussion, we 

volunteers and professionals.
We are well along in terms of plan‑

ning for our new hut on the Wapta area’s 
Bow‑Yoho traverse, and we will accelerate 
plans to build a hut at Mount Robson. 
We will get our library out of storage 
and back on the shelves where it belongs. 
We will simplify our fairly complicated 
membership fees. We will evaluate our 
human resources practices and our cob‑
bled‑together IT systems to see if they 
need to be upgraded. We have already 
initiated a multi‑year program to try to 
help our sections attract more trip leaders, 
and you may see us launch a program 
aimed at young gym climbers to help 
them take their skills outdoors safely.

All of these initiatives are intended to 
help you get outside and play more often. 
Have fun this winter and be careful out 
there. Climb on!
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Recherche d’itinéraire
par Gord currie, président, club alpin du canada

La première chose que j’ai faite en 
tant que président du Club alpin 
du Canada a été de soumettre 

votre malheureux conseil d’administration 
à une séance de planification stratégique... 
en plein week‑end du mois d’août. Siéger 
au Conseil d’administration national (ou 
au conseil exécutif de votre section) est 
un privilège, mais nécessite un sacrifice 
de temps personnel et familial, alors mes 
remerciements vont à tous les membres 
du Conseil pour leur engagement envers 
le Club. 

La planification stratégique peut être 
un exercice pénible, même durant un 
week‑end d’hiver monotone, mais avoir 
eu les conseils d’expert d’un animateur 
bénévole nous a gardés sur la bonne voie. 
Je sentais que notre énoncé de vision était 
plus un « énoncé » qu’une « vision », et 
qu’il devait aspirer à mieux. Une vision 
nouvelle doit‑elle être organisationnelle 
ou sociétale? Notre objectif est‑il simple‑
ment d’améliorer le Club ou de changer 
le monde? 

Après beaucoup (beaucoup!) de dis‑
cussion, nous sommes arrivés à un nouvel 
énoncé de vision : 

Tous ensemble, bien représenter et 
faire apprécier la communauté cana‑
dienne des amateurs de montagne. 

Nous le ferons en proposant plus 
de meilleures aventures alpines et en 
célébrant les réussites de nos membres 
passés et présents. 

Notre mission continue d’être la 
promotion des expériences, de la culture 
et des savoirs alpins, un accès responsable 
et l’excellence dans les compétences et le 
leadership en montagne.

Le Conseil a convenu de procéder 
à un nombre d’initiatives nouvelles qui 
entrent dans quatre grandes catégories :

● améliorer notre durabilité financière 
● améliorer nos systèmes et nos proces‑

sus internes
● développer nos efforts en marketing et 

en communication
● renforcer nos capacités en res‑

sources humaines, bénévoles et 

professionnelles.
Nous sommes déjà bien avancés 

dans la planification du nouvel abri de la 
traversée Bow‑Yoho de la zone Wapta, 
et nous allons accélérer nos plans pour la 
construction d’un abri à Mount Robson. 
Nous allons sortir notre bibliothèque de 
l’entrepôt et la replacer sur les étagères, 
là où elle doit se trouver. Nous allons 
simplifier nos frais d’adhésion passable‑
ment compliqués. Nous évaluerons nos 
pratiques en ressources humaines et nos 
systèmes informatiques bricolés pour voir 
s’il faut les mettre à jour. Nous avons déjà 
lancé un programme pluriannuel pour 
tâcher d’aider nos sections à attirer plus 
de chefs d’excursion, et vous nous verrez 
peut‑être lancer un programme destiné à 
aider les jeunes grimpeurs de gymnase à 
exercer leurs habiletés dans la sécurité et 
en plein air. 

Toutes ces initiatives ont pour but de 
vous aider à sortir dehors pour jouer plus 
souvent. Alors, amusez‑vous cet hiver, 
mais restez prudent, et grimpez!

http://ospreypacks.com


by suzanne landry 

While reading the Alpine Club 
of Canada electronic news‑
letter, NewsNet, I spotted an 

announcement for a trip to the Bugaboos. 
An opportunity to be introduced to this 
area by experienced guides was one I 
didn’t want to miss. Like many climbers, 
it had been on my “to do” list for some 
time. Albeit enjoyable, I’d finally move 
beyond listening to others recount their 
adventures in this vertical paradise and 
experience it for myself. I rounded up 
a few climbing buddies and we signed 
up as quickly as possible, excited at the 
prospect of the climbs ahead!

On the trail to the Conrad Kain Hut, 
just beyond the treeline the first view of 
the spires opened up. It was breathtaking 
and humbling all at once. The giant 
granite towers jut out of the ground like 
great cathedrals, making architectural 
feats such as Gaudi’s Sagrada Familia in 
Barcelona or the majestic Notre Dame 
de Paris pale by comparison. I was struck 

by their beauty and rugged yet spiritual 
quality that only nature serves up so 
effortlessly. I knew I was entering a very 
special place.

The Kain hut is perched on a boulder 
field at 2,230 metres. It provides good 
shelter, but also reduces climbers’ impact 
on the fragile environment of Bugaboo 
Provincial Park. Roomy and well main‑
tained by ACC custodians, the hut is 200 
metres below Applebee campground. 
This means that extra ground needs to 
be covered to reach Bugaboo‑Snowpatch 
Col, located directly above Applebee, 

from which we would gain access to our 
climbing routes. The conveniences of a 
dry shelter, washrooms, fully equipped 
kitchen and comfortable beds need to be 
weighed against the close proximity to 
climbs and social aspect of the climbers’ 
campground. For our first foray into the 
Bugs, the hut was a great choice!

One bonus that a Club trip with 
fellow ACCers offers is that you can 
expect your teammates to be like‑minded 
in their objectives. They want to experi‑
ence mountain adventures just like you. 
Camaraderie forms quickly, everyone 
pitches in for camp duties, and there’s lots 
of laughter and storytelling.

Overall, our group was quite fortun‑
ate. Within three climbing days we scaled 
Pigeon, Snowpatch and Bugaboo spires. 
Every evening we’d get together and chat 
with our guides. They would then lay out 
some worthy goals and together we’d 
assemble the teams for the next mor‑
ning’s objectives.

On climbing day one we tackled 
Pigeon Spire’s West Ridge. This classic 
line is not technical (PD/5.4) but its 
undulating ridge, sheer massiveness and 
unsurpassable vistas makes it a route 
that I could do over and over. The route 
is plain good fun! It’s like wrapping 
yourself in a comforting climbing blan‑
ket; the path, speckled with little jewels 
like the au cheval move, keeps you well 
entertained. Despite a sprinkle or two of 
rain, wide grins stayed firmly planted on 

Three days of Bugaboos delight

From front (right to left) Suzanne, Monte, David and Harold approach Pigeon Spire by crossing the Upper 
Vowell Glacier with a lovely sunrise behind them. photo by iwona erskine-kellie

This welcome sign greets guests at the very special 
Conrad Kain Hut. photo by iwona erskine-kellie

Suzanne demonstrates proper au cheval technique on the ultra-classic West Ridge of Pigeon 
Spire. photo by iwona erskine-kellie



Join the 2015  
Best of the Bugaboos camp

alpineclubofcanada.ca/bugs

Summer Job Opportunities
The Alpine Club of Canada is looking for two team members to work and 

enjoy a memorable summer season as full time Custodians at the Conrad Kain 
Hut and Campgrounds from June 27 thru to September 28, 2015. 

In addition to having current standard  
First Aid and CPR certification, ideal  
candidates will be:

● Honest and reliable 
● Customer service oriented 
● Experienced in backcountry travel 
● Physically fit and healthy
● Mechanically minded and handy with tools
● Knowledgeable and passionate about the 

outdoors 

Custodians are scheduled on multi-day 
rotating shifts; they receive a daily rate of 
$125, a car allowance and a performance-based 
bonus at the end of the season. 

Deadline for applications is April 4, 2015. 

Please submit your resume to:
Rob Shears, Facilities Manager
rshears@alpineclubofcanada.ca
Box 8040, Canmore, Alberta T1W 2T8 OR fax: (403) 678-3224
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everyone’s faces throughout.
Day two had us splitting up for a 

couple of classic routes on Snowpatch: 
Buckingham (5.8) and Surfs Up (D/5.9). 
Both routes are aesthetically pleasing 
with each pitch offering something 
different. Coming from Squamish, how‑
ever, the last two pitches on Surfs Up 
held a special place for me. These form 
a beautiful straight, vertical crack with 
suction‑cup‑like granite crystals. It was 
one of those lines that as soon as your 
eyes settle on it, your heart skips a beat 
and you think... oh yum, I can’t wait to 
jump on that! The perfect feet and hand 
jams are bliss, but all too short‑lived. They 
leave you yearning for more to the point 
that you fantasize about rappelling down 
to sneak back for a few more laps.

Climbing day three gave us a little 
“epic‑ness”. Our objective: the Kain 
Route (AD/5.6) on Bugaboo Spire. A 
good section of it is a scramble, but the 
top, with its massive boulders (AKA 
the gendarme) transports you to classic 
European climbs reminiscent of the 
Arête Cosmique in Chamonix. Similar 
to previous climbing days, we started off 
with somewhat clear skies, but by early 
afternoon dark clouds had built up. Then 
the rain came to give us a taste of the 
legendary Bugaboos weather.

Given the sheer size and number of 
climbs in the Bugs, you don’t really get a 
true sense of how many climbers are out 
on a given day unless, of course, you’re 
on a super popular route. Rain, however, 
sure brings a rush of people down to 
Bugaboo‑Snowpatch Col at a blistering 
pace. Combine that small army of climb‑
ers trying to descend back to camp with 
an accident at the base of the col, plus 
midday natural rockfall that turns this 
famously notorious constriction into a 
bowling alley—it’s hard to imagine that 
anything other than mayhem could ensue.

Thankfully, my team missed all this 
excitement. Being the last ACC team to 
ascend, we were also the last to descend. 
We did, however, have our own “type two” 
fun. Being higher up, instead of rain, we 

mostly got hail. Descent became, well… 
exhilarating! That’s when we appreciated 
our guide’s experience kicking into high 
gear. He got us to focus and put on our 
“OK, let’s‑take‑this‑seriously‑and‑get‑
down‑this‑hill‑as‑quickly‑as‑possible” 
hats. Movements were not rushed, but 
efficient, so we made good work of 
getting down safely. I always thought I 
was pretty good with systems; having a 
tinkerer’s mind the mechanics of them 
comes easier to me than some. This 
exercise really brought home how much 
more efficient I need to be in inclement 
weather. Speed makes the difference 
between sleeping in a cozy hut with a 
tummy full of yummy food or an unpleas‑
antly cold bivy on a mountain ledge, 
huddled together like shivering mice with 
a few energy bars for sustenance. My new 
motto: practise, practise, practise!

All‑in‑all, it was a tremendously 
successful trip with a fantastic group of 
people. We did lots in the time we were 
there. I made new friends, not to mention 
fond and lasting memories. Will I go 
back to the Bugaboos? Most definitely! 

Will I take another ACC‑led trip? Most 
definitely!

Trip participants: Harold Waters, 
Armstong, BC; Ginetta Salvalaggio, 
Edmonton, AB; Iwona Erskine‑
Kellie, Vancouver, BC; David Hiscock, 
Vancouver, BC; Keith Thompson, 
Vancouver, BC; Suzanne Landry, 
Squamish, BC; ACMG Mountain 
Guide Jeff Bullock, Apprentice Alpine 
Guide Patrick Lindsay and ACC Camp 
Manager Monte Johnson.

Vancouver Section member Suzanne 
Landry lives and climbs in Squamish, BC, 
and hopefully again soon, in the Bugaboos!

Back row, from left: Patrick, David, Keith, Monte, 
Jeff, Harold; front row, from left: Iwona, Ginetta, 
Suzanne. photo by iwona erskine-kellie

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/bugs
http://alpineclubofcanada.ca/careers
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by robin reid and terry palechuk

The Alpine Club of Canada’s 
General Mountaineering Camp 
has been a tradition in the 

Canadian mountaineering community 
for more than 100 years and is perhaps 
the world’s longest successively running 
mountaineering camp. Given its signifi‑
cance, it is surprising there has been no 
formal documentation of the camp’s role 
in providing unique opportunities for 
participants to engage in mountaineering 
and hiking adventures in the Canadian 
wilderness.

We, Robin Reid and Terry Palechuk, 
both former GMC participants, are 

paying tribute to the iconic camp by 
writing a book documenting its historical 
and modern significance on the Canadian 
landscape, and the participants’ connec‑
tions to, and memories of, their camp 
experiences.

But we need your contributions to 
create this book. 

We’re looking for poetry, songs, art‑
work and stories that express personal 
and shared experiences at the GMC. 
Stories told in the dining tent at the end 
of the day and Friday night skits and 
celebrations are examples of rich sources 
of collective memory that would be 
suitable for this book. 

Contributors need not worry about 
the professionalism of their writing. We 
already have a submission written by a 
12‑year‑old recalling her experiences at 
two GMCs as a very young member of 
the set‑up crew. The first was at “Buggy 
Camp” (Premier Range, 2006), and 
the second at “The Big Storm Camp” 

Contributions sought for GMC book 

(Trident/Neptune, 2009), “where the 
Oreo cookies got wet.”

Collective memories of shared and 
personal experience contribute to making 
the camp meaningful for many partici‑
pants, and we’re excited about collecting 
these written and visual narratives. 
Participation is voluntary, and contribu‑
tions can be recognized by full name, first 
name only, or anonymously.

We’d like to include stories from 
recent camps and long‑ago camps; 
stories of climbing, the weather and the 
people; prose and poetry. It will be a 
big job tracking down everything that 
should be included in the book, and we’d 
love your help. If you can connect us to 
someone who might know the guy who 
told a funny story or who wrote that one 
great limerick 20 years ago, that would 
be great. We’ll do some sleuthing. Who 
knows, maybe there’s a box of treas‑
ured ACC memories in a family attic 
somewhere.

Anyone interested in contributing a 
visual or written memory, or who needs 
more information should contact Robin 
Reid at (250) 371‑5784 or rreid@tru.ca 
or Terry Palechuk at (250) 371‑5844 or 
tpalechuk@tru.ca. Please share this invi‑
tation with friends, fellow mountaineers 
and past GMC participants who might 
like to contribute. 

We’re excited about this project and 
look forward to hearing from you!

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/adventures/general-mountaineering-camp-overview/
mailto:rreid@tru.ca
mailto:tpalechuk@tru.ca
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Alpine Start 
Looking good on the rock

by peter amann

The main thing to remember with rock climbing is that 
it takes time to learn to be fluid, to relax and to be 
efficient. Technical climbing skills will come with time, 

and with more experience you will become comfortable in the 
vertical world. Your guide will help make you feel relaxed, calm 
and excited, all at the same time. 

Here are a few tips for becoming organized on your rock 
climbing adventures.

Shoes: If you are going to be wearing 
rock shoes and you don’t have any yet, get 
a pair that fits. Don’t get a pair of shoes 
that are too tight. Almost every climber 
out there (including me) has a pair that 
is too tight. You feet will swell up on hot 
days, and on cooler days, if fitted with 
socks, your feet will stay warm. On many 
alpine rock climbs there are sections of 
scrambling or walking where you don’t 
want to change your shoes at every tran‑
sition, since that will eat up a lot of time. 
Once you are a skilled rock climber you 
can go for a pair of tight technical shoes. 
You will know when that time comes! 
In the meantime, get shoes that are 
comfortable. 

Gearing Up: Your guide will provide 
you with equipment if you do not have 
your own. In the beginning, it might be 
best to just have the basics, which include 
a helmet, harness and belay device. The 
rest of the toys can wait. Ask your guide 
for advice on the essentials and what you 
really need to buy.

Organization: Keeping everything 
organized will be your challenge for the 
day. Here are a few pointers:
1) Try to keep the gear and slings in 
order when you arrive at the belay station, 
so it is easy for the two of you to transfer 
the gear. 
2) I like to have a 120‑centimetre sling 
or a gear sling around my shoulders to 
collect all the gear the leader has put in. 
You can also use the loops on your har‑
ness—whatever you find easiest. 
3) Try to organize each of the runners 
you pick up so that it is short, doubled 
if necessary, and only clipped into the 
gear sling once. Longer items will dangle, 
increasing the chance of getting caught 
on things. As well, it just doesn’t look 
cool.
4) Always have a locking carabiner 
handy, free and easily accessible, so when 

you reach the belay you can quickly clip 
in. I prefer an auto‑locking carabiner for 
this job because I find folks often forget 
to lock the gate. 
5) Learn to re‑stack or lap coil the rope. 
There are a number of ways to do this and 
with time you will learn to get this done 
quickly so the next pitch of climbing can 
begin. There is nothing worse for a leader 
than to be part way up the pitch and have 
the rope get tangled below.
6) Make sure you have a comfortable 
stance for belaying. Your guide will help 

you with this. Get tight against the 
anchor, relax, and focus on managing the 
rope. Leather belay gloves are a good idea.

If you save five minutes on every 
pitch, over the course of the day you 
could gain a few more pitches of climb‑
ing. Or you could have a longer lunch 
break, an extra beverage at the trailhead, 
or, time for a tall tale from your guide.

A favourite guide of many an ACC 
adventure, Peter Amann is an ACMG/
IFMGA Mountain Guide based in Jasper, 
Alberta. 

Marie Josée Fernandez demonstrates excellent belaying technique at Hidden 
Valley, near Jasper, Alberta. photo by peter amann

http://www.backcountryaccess.com


PSST! 

Do you wanna be a famous writer? 
Ok, how about just a writer? 

Contact the Gazette editor at  
gazette@alpineclubofcanada.ca to 
have your article, story or event 
published in the Gazette.
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the top of City Hall, and especially for 
such a good cause!

One of the climbers who did the 
rappel last year was Leeann Corbeil, 
daughter of the late John Carey, a good 
friend, climbing partner and popular ACC 
member who died in a mountaineering 
accident 12 years ago. Corbeil was unable 
to join us at Toronto City Hall, so she did 
her rappel in London, Ontario instead. 
She hopes to join us in Toronto this year. 
I asked Corbeil how she felt about the 
rappel.

“Part of me wanting to participate [in 
the rappel] was in memory of my father,” 
Corbeil said. “It’s hard for me not to 
think of him when doing anything relat‑
ing to climbing; it helps keep his memory 
alive. The other reason I wanted to get 
involved was for the kids. Make‑A‑Wish 
is an amazing organization. Seeing the 
brave faces of the kids who were there 
that day helped alleviate any fear I had 
before my rappel. They go through so 
much every day, so for me to round up 
some courage and donations to rappel 
down a building was nothing compared 
to their struggles, and, at the end of it, it 
was an incredible experience and I cannot 
wait to participate again.”

Other climbers who joined me 

Last year, I asked a dozen fellow 
climbers to join me, and most of them 
did. A few were discouraged by the 
requirement to find $1,500 worth of 
donors, but most were willing to give it a 
try. In my experience, raising the money 
was not as hard as it sounds. Most people 
are willing to pay money when they hear 
that you’re willing to throw yourself off 

by kit moore

Something very newsworthy hap‑
pened at Toronto City Hall during 
the last few years—but it had little 

or nothing to do with Toronto’s mayor. 
For each of the past three years, Make‑A‑
Wish Canada has organized a fundraising 
rappel down the 30 storeys from the top 
of the City Hall building. 

In the first year, I decided to do the 
Rope for Hope rappel in honour of my 
late wife, Marty, who died in 2009 after 
a lengthy illness. I was so inspired after 
meeting the Wish Kids—the young 
children who’d had wishes granted by 
Make‑A Wish—that I decided to do the 
rappel again in 2013. Each time I did the 
rappel, I couldn’t help noticing that none 
of my climbing friends were there. When 
we go in charity runs we see running 
friends, and when we go in charity bike‑
a‑thons we see fellow cyclists, but this 
rappel didn’t seem to attract any climbers. 
Where were they? 

Rappelling Toronto City Hall

From left, Colin McCartney, Morrie Manolson, Sean Russell and Kit Moore bask in their accomplishment 
after rappelling from the roof of Toronto City Hall for the Make-A-Wish foundation.  
photo by kathryn (sparky) russell 

ACC Toronto Section member Bryan Thompson flashes a big grin as he starts his rappel from the top of 
30-storey Toronto City Hall. photo by sue sitki for make-a-wish
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for the rappel in 2014 included fellow 
ACC members Colin McCartney, Sean 
Russell, Bryan Thompson and Pia 
Thurlow, and friends Sylvia Davis, Mark 
Duthie and Morrie Manolson. They 
each seemed to enjoy the rappel and 
some of them had similar comments 
to Corbeil’s. We also met a few other 
climbers, including Ray Nakano and his 
wife, Lan Nguyen, who were Make‑A‑
Wish volunteers at City Hall that day. 

The next Make‑A‑Wish Toronto 
rappel is planned to take place on Friday, 
June 12—again from the top of Toronto 
City Hall. To register for the rappel visit 
www.ropeforhope.ca 
I intend to be there, and we’re hopeful 
that most of the 2014 climbing group will 
be there too. We’d like to form a team 
of climbers from the Toronto Section 
of the Alpine Club of Canada—or any 
other Club members—so please contact 
kitmoore@sympatico.ca and let us know 
if you’ll join us in 2015!

Kit Moore is a generous and enthusi-
astic member of the ACC’s Toronto Section. 
To locate a Make-A-Wish Rope for 
Hope event near your hometown, visit 
www.ropeforhope.ca

http://www.uap.ualberta.ca/
http://www.alpinehelicopters.com/
http://www.ropeforhope.ca/
mailto:kitmoore@sympatico.ca
https://makeawish.ca/campaign/rope
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Recommended Resources:
www.chasingice.com 
www.facebook.com/IamProSnow
www.350.org
http://climatereality.ca
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/environment

Reading
The State of the Mountains Report, by Meghan J. Ward: 

www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/sotm
The Future of our Mountains: 
 www.theuiaa.org/upload_area/files/1/the_future_of_our_mountains.pdf
Declarations on the Protection of Mountains, by Diarmaid Ryan: 
 www.theuiaa.org/upload_area/files/1/ 

 declarations_on_the_protection_of_mountains.pdf
Cold Matters: The State and Fate of Canada’s Fresh Water, by Robert William Sandford

ski slopes, and not the fresh powder of 
our dreams. 

Vanishing glaciers are an early warn‑
ing signal that we need to act to protect 
our playground. Climate change is real. 
The implications are sobering, but there 
are solutions. There is also great oppor‑
tunity for action within these solutions, 
and with action, great hope for the future. 

By spreading awareness of the issues 
and solutions, we, as mountaineers, can 
become part of positively changing 
climate reality and help protect our play‑
ground. Our changed minds and attitudes 
will change others. To paraphrase Albert 
Einstein, “We can’t solve problems by 
using the same kind of thinking we used 
when we created them.” 

The nightmare of climate change 
destroying our playground doesn’t have 
to be our self‑fulfilling prophecy. Finding 
climate solutions is like climbing (or 
summiting) any mountain. Like the 
earliest pioneers of Everest, we know 
where the summit lies, but not the route. 
This requires planning, dedication, route‑
finding and exploring, ever questing for 
success, one step at a time. This is our 
generation’s quest. We as mountaineers 
need to ensure success through our 
actions and our message. We owe it to 
ourselves and the generations ahead.

own lifetimes. Glaciers worldwide are 
melting; weather conditions are becoming 
more extreme, affecting where and when 
we climb, the routes we tackle, the snow, 
ice and rock conditions, the predictabil‑
ity of the weather, and the avalanche 
potential. This reality is confirmed by an 
overwhelming majority of the scientific 
community. In economic terms, winter 
tourism in Canada generates an estimated 
$5 billion a year and provides more than 
110,000 jobs.

Imagine shortened climbing seasons, 
mountain dangers so extreme that moun‑
taineering becomes only an extreme sport 
instead of a family pursuit. Imagine skiing 
only on manufactured snow and indoor 

by bill paton

A call to action

In May 2010, I returned to the 
Athabasca Glacier of the Columbia 
Icefield to train for an expedition 

to Mount Logan, revisiting the place 
where I learned mountaineering a dec‑
ade earlier. In 2000 the Athabasca was 
a never‑ending, four‑kilometre uphill 
daily slog practising roped‑up travel to 
the spot where we would conduct our 
lessons. Ten years later it was a shadow 
of its former self. I had been back in 2001 
and 2005, but hadn’t really noticed—more 
interested in future summits. What had 
been a giant whale of a glacier was now a 
beached goldfish. 

The glacier sides were hundreds of 
metres narrower, and visibly diminished 
in height. We walked up the lateral 
moraine, witnessing the devastation 
directly, visible with the freshly exposed 
rocks. It felt like the funeral of a good 
friend. It was now impossible to find a 
place to do actual crevasse training. I had 
previously seen before and after pictures 
of melting glaciers, but those nostalgic 
black and whites weren’t real. Seeing the 
pace of change in my short mountain‑
eering career was staggering, and deeply 
disturbing in its implications for future 
mountain adventures. 

Our playground is changing. The 
mountains and mountaineering experi‑
ence that we Alpine Club of Canada 
members love are altering within our 

Mountain playground needs rescuing

The Athabasca Glacier, an arm of the Columbia Icefield in Jasper National Park, has been declining 
steadily for decades. photo by mark hendricks
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www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/adventures   |   adventures@alpineclubofcanada.ca

In the Footsteps of Giants: 
Mary Schaffer 

August 24 – 29 $1,195

Artists Camp
at the Stockdale Group (GMC)

August 15 – 20 $1,295

Marmot Womens Camp
Special thanks to Marmot 

June 28 – July 2 $1,150

The First Summits
Wapta Icefield

July 1 – 5 $1,095

New Course!!

What’s your pleasure?
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We have seen the success of 
worldwide political will with 
the Montreal Protocol which 

banned CFCs more than 25 years ago 
when the threat to the ozone layer was 
realised. We need the same political 
will with CO2 to lend speed to new 
and already developing innovations. The 
Stone Age didn’t end because we ran out 
of stones and the progress of the Fossil 
Fuel Age needn’t end because we ran 
out of fossil fuels. Clean tech is a huge 
growth industry.

Spread the word. The “carbon conver‑
sation” requires a sense of urgency. Share 
your own experiences of the changing 
landscape. How has it affected you? How 
might it? Everyday awareness is a first 
step to making changes. The desire to 
change follows awareness, whether for 
economic, environmental or social‑good 
reasons. 

Take control of your carbon footprint. 
There are hundreds of online tools, tips 
and ideas to trim up your carbon foot‑
print, many of which can IMPROVE 
your life and save you money. Look for 
producers and retailers who share the 

same values as you. Consider carbon 
credits for travel. Travelling with climbing 
partners can reduce your carbon footprint 
as well as saving time, sharing the driving 
and often increasing the entertainment 
value! Alpine Club of Canada members 
are doing their part. Car‑sharing for 
trips is integrated, the ACC newsletter is 
distributed electronically. Environmental 
awareness and activism is common in our 
community. 

In 2005 Robert W. Sandford, then 
ACC VP Mountain Culture proposed 
(updated for 2014) the following 10 steps:
1. Make it personal: Recognize what the 

threat means to mountain landscapes 
and to the mountain experience and 
commit to action and example. 

2. Recognize the critical importance of 
keeping up with accurate information 
while recognizing there is much we do 
not know and that there will be both 
positive and negative surprises.

3. Establish connections with reliable 
sources of information, get the facts 
and share them with one another 
inside and outside the Club.

4. Excellent science is being done widely 

in Canadian mountain landscapes. 
Build a functional bridge between 
science and section and individual 
member’s understanding.

5. Continue to harmonize Club 
activities, hut management and mem‑
bership programs with climate action 
goals.

6. Establish an ACC climate agenda.
7. Understand and appreciate current 

public confusion and misunderstand‑
ing and expect resistance from special 
interests.

8. Build effective partnerships with 
organizations with similar climate‑re‑
lated needs and agendas.

9. Carefully and respectfully build public 
policy bridges at influential local, 
regional and national levels.

10. Embody our society’s need to be 
positive, hopeful and persistent while 
remaining realistic, flexible and 
adaptive. 
Vancouver Section member Bill Paton 

lives in Squamish. He holds an M.Sc in 
Strategic Sustainability and is an Advanced 
Mountain Operations Instructor with the 
Canadian Army.

What can we do? Advocate for change. 

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/adventures/
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If you would like to learn more about the ACC’s fundraising priorities, please contact  
Jolene Livingston, Fundraising Consultant by email at jlivingston@alpineclubofcanada.ca,  

by phone at 403-703-2631 or visit www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/donations .

Each year the ACC receives generous donations from those who share our love and passion for alpinism. Peter Brogden and the 
late Stan Paterson are two donors who have enjoyed decades of adventure and camaraderie in the mountains and had a vision 
to invest in new and enhanced experiences to share with others for years to come.

The ACC community gives back

T.W. Peter Brogden

Peter Brogden joined the 
Alpine Club of Canada 
in 1966, while living in 

Ottawa, and working at Bell 
Northern Labs, where he met 
Stan Rosenbaum (who became 
ACC President in 1972).

Brogden and his wife, 
Margaret—both of whom are 
ACC Life Members—met in the 
mountains of North Wales. When 
they immigrated to Canada they 
wanted to continue the many years 
of mountaineering they had enjoyed together in the UK and the 
Alps. Joining the ACC, they felt, would enable that, while also 
providing an excellent way to introduce their sons to mountain life. 

Brogden’s timing was excellent. His first ACC event was the 
Yukon Alpine Centennial Expedition of 1967. 

“This I strongly remember as a wonderful two weeks in truly 
remote mountains,” Brogden recalls. 

While he appreciates Roger Wallis having listed him as a 
member of the party that made the third ascent of Canada’s fifth 
highest mountain, Brogden downplays the recognition. “We 
were, after all, helicoptered to over 11,000 feet.”

Since then, Brogden has participated in many ACC 
camps, including the Wapta ski traverse, several General 
Mountaineering Camps and Toronto Section camps. 

Over the decades, Brogden said he’s been happy to contribute 
as he’s been able, serving as Ottawa Section Secretary from 1967‑
1970, and, with Margaret, as organizers of the first ACC Family 
Camp at Lake O’Hara in 1969. They also served as hut custod‑
ians at the Wates‑Gibson Hut in 1971.

These cherished experiences inspired him to make several 
generous donations to the ACC—in support of the Canadian 
Alpine Centre in Lake Louise, and to the Toronto Section Cabin 
in Canmore in memory of ACC Life Member Wally Joyce who 
died in 2010.

Having shared many happy experiences with family and 
friends in ACC huts, Brogden said he felt especially inspired 
to donate 250 shares in Sun Life Financial in support of the 
Richard & Louise Guy Hut at des Poilus.

“I feel it’s important to increase the facilities available to 
those who enjoy travelling in Canadian mountains,” Brogden 
said. “I hope to see the completed and fully fitted out hut by the 
end of next summer.”

Then, Brogden added, he hoped he and Margaret would be 
able to visit the new hut in early September 2015.

William Stanley (Stan) Bryce Paterson  1924-2013

Stan Paterson was born 
in 1924 in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. In 1949 he 

graduated with honours from 
Edinburgh University, where he 
discovered climbing in his beloved 
Scottish hills with fellow students. 
Invited to join the 1953‑54 British 
North Greenland Expedition, 
Paterson surveyed 1,200 kilo‑
metres of the Greenland ice sheet, recording data that’s invaluable 
to climate scientists today. The expedition earned its members 
prestigious Polar Medals, and led to his serving as assistant sur‑
veyor on the South Georgia Survey in 1955‑56. The eight‑man 
team spent six months surveying the interior mountain ranges, 
including Shackleton’s route. Mount Paterson bears his name.

Immigrating to Canada in 1957, he worked in Montreal, 
climbing in the Laurentians with the Club Montagne Canadien. 
Joining the Scottish North Greenland Expedition, he meas‑
ured the flow rate of one of Greenland’s coastal glaciers, again 
producing enduring science. After earning his PhD in Physics 
from the University of British Columbia in 1962—conducting 
field work on the Athabasca Glacier—he moved to Ottawa. A 
glaciologist with the federal government’s Polar Continental 
Shelf Project, he studied the Rockies’ and High Arctic’s glaciers, 
producing data now used by the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change. During this time he produced the first edition 
of his enduring The Physics of Glaciers, still revered internationally. 

In Ottawa, Paterson began his life‑long membership with 
the Alpine Club of Canada. Relocating to Quadra Island, 
BC in 1980, he consulted and taught in Copenhagen, Seattle, 
Melbourne and China and worked for a conservation group. His 
autobiography, Ice Man: The Making of a Glaciologist, published 
in 2013, is available from Amazon in paperback and digitally. 
Recipient of science’s most prestigious awards, he founded a 
scholarship in glaciology.

Happy hiking, climbing, skiing and kayaking in the Coast 
Mountains, a cherished memory was a two‑week camp with 
friends near Mount Queen Bess, overlooking the massive 
Homathco ice sheet. 

Paterson died in 2013, at 89. His generous Legacy Gift of 
$20,000 has been designated to the Richard & Louise Guy Hut 
at des Poilus. 

The ACC, said Paterson’s wife, Lyn, also an member, provided 
long‑term friendships and an enduring association with Canada.

“That was what he was acknowledging with his donation,” 
Lyn said.

Peter and Margaret Brogden 
enjoy Jasper’s Amethyst Lake 
cabins with their son and 
grandson. 

mailto:jlivingston@alpineclubofcanada.ca
http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/financial-donations/


Wapta Experience
Enhancing the

We still need your help to make this project a reality!

The Richard & Louise Guy Hut will make the  
East-West traversing of the Wapta Icefield more 
enjoyable while taking some of the pressure off 
the North-South huts during the peak spring ski 
touring season. Please give to the campaign, and 
then come out to enjoy the Rockies on skis! 

—Barry Blanchard,  
UIAGM/IFMGA Mountain Guide

Donate online at www.alpineclubofcanada.ca
For more information on the project or to donate, please contact Jolene Livingston  
at 403-703-2631 or by email at jlivingston@alpineclubofcanada.ca

We’re one step closer to 
expanding the largest network of 
backcountry huts in North America due to 
the generosity of ACC donors. The brand new  

Richard & Louise Guy Hut will 
be situated at the midway point between 
the Bow and Stanley Mitchell huts and will 
provide the missing link along the world-class 
Bow-Yoho ski traverse. It will offer visitors an 
exciting and challenging new hut-to-hut ski 
experience. 

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/donations


www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/huts

Morning light on Silver Spray Cabin  
in Kokanee Glacier Provincial Park.
Photo: © Shaun King / Mountain Sense

30 Backcountry Huts

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/facility/info.html


30 Backcountry HutsFind yours!

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/facility/info.html
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Born in Calgary on July 16, 1960, the 
youngest of six children, “Scott was a 
congenial, sensitive guy, always a deep 
thinker,” says his older brother, Roger 
Duncan. “He was a pretty grounded 
guy. He had a real appreciation for, and 
was really almost religiously inspired by 
nature.” 

With a smile, Roger recalls the time 
Scott took him up to the Bow Hut. Scott 
was 17; Roger was 19, and it was his first 
time on backcountry skis. Their party left 
at 11 p.m. and headed across Bow Lake 
under a full moon. “I had been struggling, 
falling down more than I was standing 
up,” Roger recalls. “When we got up to 
the headwall, I heard Scott on the other 
side of the canyon singing away—he was 
always singing—and realized that my hell 
was his heaven.”

Scott played the piano, the harmonica 
and the melodica, an instrument that 
resembles a long flute with wide keys. 
“It’s a cross between an accordion, a piano 
and a harmonica,” Roger says. “Scott 
loved it because he could stick it in a pack 
and take it wherever he happened to be.”

“Scott was always singing, always 
whistling, always humming,” Smith 

by Jacqueline louie 

Scott Ralph Duncan was driven to 
climb, ski and explore the world’s 
most remote peaks at the farthest 

reaches of the earth, from the Rocky 
Mountains to the far North, from the 
Himalayas to Patagonia, and countless 
other wild places. 

A prolific ski mountaineer, Duncan 
was a veteran of several grand ski tra‑
verses in the late 1970s and early ’80s, 
including the Northern Rockies in 
1978, the Southern Rockies in 1980, 
the Northern Selkirks in 1981 and the 
Northern Cariboos in 1982. His last big 
trip was a month‑long expedition in the 
Yukon’s Saint Elias Range in May 1984, 
skiing 380 kilometres and climbing three 
big peaks along the way: Mounts Steele 
(5,073 metres), Wood (4,842 metres) and 
Macaulay (4,690 metres). 

“A completely epic journey start to 
finish—perhaps our finest high‑level 
ski traverse,” recalls Steve Smith, who, 
together with his brother Phil, was 
among Duncan’s closest companions in 
adventure. “We set out and returned to 
the Alaska Highway on our own steam, 
each of us carrying our share of a 35‑day 
supply of food and fuel to complete the 
expedition without caches or air drops.

“If you were going to climb a big 
mountain somewhere, for Scott half the 
climb was getting there. He was hooked 
on that. It was not an obsession, it was 
more like an addiction. He was a real 
purist. He’d be out there building igloos 
and camping in snow shelters. He was 
completely competent and confident in 
the mountains.”

Those expeditions, all self‑supported 
without caches and without communi‑
cations, were in a different era as far as 
remoteness goes, adds Ilya Storm, another 
friend and expedition companion. “There 
was a remoteness in the wilderness that 
doesn’t exist any more.” 

Storm describes Duncan as “wise 
beyond his years in terms of being careful. 
He approached the mountains in a meas‑
ured way with his decision making, yet he 
was still a real adventurer.” 

Scott Duncan Hut—a fitting tribute

This year marks the 30th anniversary of the death of Scott Duncan. He was one of Canada’s most accomplished long-distance traverse ski 
mountaineers when he died at just 25 years of age. This article will be printed on a plaque to be mounted at Duncan’s namesake hut that affords 
shelter at the south end of the popular Wapta Icefield traverse, as part of the Alpine Club of Canada Mountain Culture Committee’s Historical 
Plaque Project. 

“I want to show you my myr‑
iad friends: the dippers and varied 
thrushes—their clear, powerfully 
mellifluous song at first light, coming 
at you from a high canopy of cedar 
and hemlock giants, stops me still; 
yellow‑legged sandpipers and red‑
tailed hawks and grey‑backed toads; 
500‑year‑old lichens of brilliant phos‑
phorescent greens, yellows, oranges; 
fields of anemones, forget‑me‑nots, 
drabas and paintbrush; tasty sorrel and 
yarrow and glacier lilies—maybe even 
the sight of an 800‑pound silvertip 
grizzly frolicking in a sunny mead‑
ow—a humbling and majestic sight 
indeed!”

—Scott Duncan, 1985 

While on an eight-day trip circumnavigating the Tombstone Range of the Ogilvie Mountains in the 
Yukon, Steve Smith takes time to soak in the view. photo by scott duncan



DI K  D I K
Ho t e l  &  Tou r s

Individual safaris in Tanzania
Kilimanjaro climb & Safari Specialist

Serengeti, Ngorongoro, Tarangire, Manyara
Holidays in Zanzibar

dikdik@habari.co.tz
www.dikdik.ch

It is the Swiss family’s Vision & 
Commitment to provide top quality 

accommodation, food and service in a 
friendly atmosphere.

Kilimanjaro
 Africa’s Highest Mountain

 5895 m / 19340 ft. 
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recalls. “He had a pretty good voice. It 
didn’t matter where we were, there would 
always be a song going.

“He was also a bit of a practical joker. 
He liked to poke fun and would defin‑
itely not give you a break. If there was 
something in your personality that was 
ridiculous, he made sure you knew he 
thought it was pretty ridiculous. He was 
the kind of guy who would find a way to 
get you laughing at yourself, and he did a 
lot of that.

“He really cared about people. He was 
a guy who was really loyal as a friend, 
and someone you could talk to about 
anything.”

A poet, a man of letters and a phil‑
osopher, Duncan attended the University 
of Victoria and University of British 
Columbia, and was establishing himself 
as an adventure photographer when 
he went to work at a camp in northern 
Alberta in the summer of 1985. A chance 
encounter with a bat resulted, three 
months later, in an unexpected diagnosis 
of rabies. Scott Duncan died Nov. 26, 
1985, at the age of 25. 

In the outpouring of shock and grief 
that followed his death, the Alpine 
Club of Canada’s then president Peter 
Fuhrmann communicated with Duncan’s 
mother, Betty, about building a hut at 
the southern end of the Wapta Icefield 
traverse. Putting in a hut would “enable 
parties exiting the Wapta to get an early 
start and descend this route while condi‑
tions were well frozen,” notes Chic Scott 
in his book, Summits & Icefields.

Duncan’s family and friends quickly 
rallied behind the idea of building a hut 

The Scott Duncan Hut, located on the northwest 
shoulder of Mount Daly in Banff National Park, 
sleeps 12 and is open year round. 
 photo by Jackie clark

as a memorial and tribute to him.
Designed and built by Bernie 

Schiesser and Eric Lomas with the help 
of ACC volunteers, primarily from the 
Club’s Rocky Mountain Section, the 
Scott Duncan Hut has been operated by 
the ACC since its installation in 1988. 

“It’s a vital link in terms of completing 
the Wapta Traverse,” says Carl Hannigan, 
ACC Vice President of Facilities.

Located at 2,773 metres on the 
northwest ridge of Mount Daly with a 
panoramic view of the surrounding area, 
the Scott Duncan Hut was built with 
funding from the Duncan family, friends 
and the ACC.

“It was something the family could get 
behind, and a lot of friends of the family,” 
Roger says. “It provided a real safety fea‑
ture in the chain of huts. We were really 
proud and excited to be a part of that, and 
to have his name remembered.”

Alpine Club of Canada member 
Jacqueline Louie belongs to the Calgary and 
Rocky Mountain Sections. 

Scott (left) with Steve Smith on their trip to 
Clemenceau in August 1978. photo by phil smith

I remember taking this pic of 
the boys... The three of us had just 
stumbled into a long hidden cache 
of gear, dating back to the G. I. Bell’s  
Clemenceau expedition of 1951, which 
included—amongst other things—
titanium pitons, old carabiners and 
crampons, and some really dodgy food 
that we declined to eat, fearing botu‑
lism or something worse...

—Phil Smith

http://www.dikdik.ch
http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/huts/scott-duncan-hut/
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au‑delà de son âge en matière de précau‑
tions. Il approchait les montagnes en 
prenant des décisions mesurées, mais il 
restait un vrai aventurier.” 

Né le plus jeune de six enfants à 
Calgary le 17 juillet 1960,  « Scott était un 
gars sensible, sympathique, et toujours un 
intellectuel profond, » dit Roger Duncan, 
son frère aîné. « Les pieds bien ancrés sur 
terre, il appréciait vraiment la nature, qui 
l’inspirait presque religieusement. » 

Roger sourit en se souvenant de la fois 
où Scott l’a emmené au refuge de Bow 
Hut. Scott avait 17 ans, Roger 19; c’était sa 
première expédition en ski de montagne. 
Ils avaient commencé à 11 heures du soir 
et traversé le lac Bow sous la pleine lune. 
« J’avais des difficultés, tombant plus 
souvent que je ne me tenais debout, » 
se souvient‑il. « Quand nous sommes 
montés au mur de tête, j’ai entendu Scott 
chanter de l’autre côté du canyon ‑ il 
chantait tout le temps ‑ et j’ai réalisé que 
mon enfer était son paradis. »

Scott jouait du piano, de l’harmonica 
et du mélodica, un instrument qui res‑
semble à une flûte munie de touches de 
clavier. « Un mélange d’accordéon, de 
piano et d’harmonica, » dit Roger. « Scott 
aimait le mélodica parce qu’il pouvait 
l’emporter et s’en servir partout où il 
allait. » « Scott chantait tout le temps, il 
sifflait et fredonnait tout le temps, » se 

par Jacqueline louie 

Scott Ralph Duncan était porté à 
grimper, à skier et à explorer les 
sommets les plus reculés de la 

planète, des montagnes Rocheuses de 
l’extrême nord à la Patagonie du Grand 
Sud, en passant par l’Himalaya et d’au‑
tres, innombrables lieux sauvages. 

Ski alpiniste prolifique, Duncan 
était un vétéran dans plusieurs grandes 
traversées de ski à la fin des années 1970 
et au début des années 1980, incluant 
les Rocheuses canadiennes en 1978 et 
les Rocheuses du Sud en 1980, la chaîne 
Selkirk du Nord en 1981 et le nord de 
Cariboo en 1982. Son dernier grand voy‑
age a été une expédition d’un mois dans 
la Chaîne Saint‑Élie du Yukon en mai 
1984, où il skia 380 kilomètres et grimpa 
trois grands pics le long du chemin: 
Mont Steele (5,073 mètres), Mont Wood 
(4,842 mètres) et Mont Macaulay (4,690 
mètres). 

« C’était un voyage épique du début à 
la fin, peut‑être notre plus belle traversée 
en ski de haut niveau, » se rappelle Steve 
Smith, qui, avec son frère Phil, comptait 
parmi les plus proches compagnons 
d’aventure de Duncan. « Nous sommes 
partis et retournés par nos propres 
moyens sur la Route de l’Alaska, chacun 
transportant sa part d’un approvisionne‑
ment de 35 jours en nourriture et en 
carburant pour compléter l’expédition, 
sans cache ni parachutage.

“Pour Scott, si vous partiez grimper 
une grande montagne quelque part, la 
moitié de la trajectoire était d’abord de s’y 
rendre. Il était complètement dépendant 
de cela. Ce n’était pas une obsession, 
c’était plutôt comme une dépendance. 
Scott était un vrai puriste. On le voyait 
construire des igloos et camper dans 
des abris de neige. Il était parfaitement 
compétent et il avait confiance en les 
montagnes.” 

Ces expéditions, toutes autosuffisantes, 
sans cache ni communications, se faisai‑
ent à une époque différente au sens 
où, selon Ilya Storm, un autre ami et 
compagne d’expédition, “Il y avait une 
distance dans la nature qui n’existe plus.” 

Storm décrit Duncan comme “sage 

L’abri dédié à Scott Duncan—un hommage mérité 

Cette année marque le 30e anniversaire de la mort de Scott Duncan. Âgé de seulement 25 ans, il était à sa mort l ’un des skieurs de randonnée 
longue distance les plus accomplis du Canada. Cet article sera aussi gravé sur une plaque dans l ’abri qui porte son nom, situé à l ’extrémité sud de 
la populaire traversée du champ de glace de Wapta, dans le cadre du Projet des plaques historiques du Comité culturel du Club alpin du Canada. 

« Je voudrais vous présenter ma 
myriade d’amis. Les cincles et les 
passériformes, avec leur chant mél‑
odieux et puissant, surgi d’une voûte 
de cèdres et de pruches géants, au 
lever du jour, m’immobilisent encore. 
Les bécasses à pattes dorées, les buses 
à queue rousse et les crapauds au dos 
gris; les verts, les jaunes, les orangés 
phosphorescents des lichens de 500 ans; 
les champs d’anémones et de myosotis, 
de draves et d’achillées millefeuilles, 
les oseilles goûteuses et les lys —peut‑
être même un grizzly de 800 livres, 
batifolant dans un pré ensoleillé. Des 
vues majestueuses qui rendent humble, 
vraiment! »

—Scott Duncan, 1985 

Scott prenant une pause dans le nord des monts Selkirk, pendant un voyage de ski allant du barrage 
Mica au col Rogers, en Colombie-Britannique.  



Eric Lomas avec l’aide de volontaires du 
Club alpin du Canada (principalement de 
la section des Rocheuses), l’abri de Scott 
Duncan est entretenu par le CAC depuis 
sa construction en 1988. 

« C’est un relais vital dans la complé‑
tion de la traversée de Wapta, » dit Carl 
Hannigan, vice‑président des installations 
du Club.

Situé à 2,773 mètres sur la crête nord‑
ouest du mont Daly, offrant une vue 
panoramique de la région environnante, 
l’abri Scott Duncan a été construit grâce 
au soutien financier de la famille de 

rappelle Smith. « Il avait une assez bonne 
voix. Où qu’on aille, il y avait toujours une 
chanson en cours. »

« Il aimait plaisanter aussi. Il pouvait 
se moquer de vous sans répit. S’il pensait 
que votre comportement comprenait des 
traits ridicules, il s’arrangeait bien pour 
vous le faire savoir. Il savait trouver les 
façons de vous faire rire de vous mêmes et 
s’en servait souvent. »

« Il prenait vraiment soin des gens. 
C’était vraiment un ami loyal, quelqu’un 
avec qui on pouvait parler de tout. »

Poète, homme de lettres et philoso‑
phe, Duncan fréquenta les universités 
de Victoria et de Colombie‑Britannique 
et se faisait une carrière de photographe 
aventurier quand il s’est rendu dans un 
campement du nord de l’Alberta, pendant 
l’été 1985. Une rencontre malchanceuse 
avec une chauve‑souris lui décerna, trois 
mois plus tard, le diagnostic de la rage. 
Scott Duncan est mort à 25 ans, le 26 
novembre 1985. 

Dans l’effusion de chagrin et de 
deuil qui a suivi, Pater Fuhrmann, alors 
président du Club alpin du Canada, 
contacta la mère de Duncan, Betty, 
concernant la construction d’un abri à la 
pointe sud de la traversée du champ de 
glace de Wapta. Cet abri « permettrait 
aux sortants du Wapta de partir tôt et 
descendre cette route pendant que les 
conditions sont parfaitement gelées, » 
remarque Chic Scott dans son livre, 
Summits & Icefields.

La famille et les amis de Duncan se 
sont vite ralliés à l’idée de construire un 
abri pour lui rendre hommage et com‑
mémorer son souvenir. 

Conçu et bâti par Bernie Schiesser et 

L’abri Scott Duncan, 
situé sur l'épaulement 
nord-ouest du mont 
Daly dans le parc 
national Banff, héberge 
12 personnes et est 
ouvert toute l'année.

Duncan, de ses amis et du CAC.
« C’était un projet que la famille et que 

beaucoup d’amis de la famille pouvaient 
soutenir, » dit Roger, « et qui contribuait 
beaucoup à la sécurité dans la chaîne des 
abris. Nous sommes fiers et heureux d’en 
faire partie et de nous assurer que l’on se 
souvienne de son nom. »

Jacqueline Louie fait partie des sections 
Calgary et Rocheuses du Club alpin du 
Canada. 

Sur le mont Baker 
(Washington), Scott 
regarde le coucher 

du soleil.

http://lakelouisegondola.com
http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/huts/scott-duncan-hut/
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Wakhi people (mainly Ismaili Muslims) 
living in villages along the Panj River’s 
south bank and its upper tributary, the 
Wakhan River. They cultivate wheat, 
barley, peas, potatoes, apricots and sup‑
port livestock.

To the east, the Hindu Kush, 
Karakorum and Pamir ranges converge 
in the wide, high elevation valley of the 
Afghan Pamir, which has two main grass‑
land areas: Big Pamir to the north and 
Little Pamir to the far east. In these very 
remote, high grassland areas, the Kyrgyz 
nomads roam with the seasons in search 
of grazing land for their sheep, goats, 
yaks, horses and Bactrian camels.

My recent trip into the Wakhan was 
to assess the current health needs of the 
12,000 Wakhi of the Wakhan corridor, 
2,000 Kyrgyz of the Great Pamir and the 
1,200 Kyrgyz of the Little Pamir. It took 
four days’ driving on rough roads and 
six days of hiking through challenging 
mountain terrain and high rivers to reach 
the edge of the Kyrgyz settlements.

The Wakhi people, overall, have a 
better standard of living with a more 
reliable food supply and some access to 
health care and education. The Kyrgyz, 
a Turkik pastoral nomadic group of 
Sunni Muslims, live between 4,000 and 
5,000 metres in felt yurts (oey) and move 
seasonally according to available pasture, 
sunlight and protection from the wind. 
They trade livestock, wool and dairy 
products for tea, rice and flour with their 
Wakhi neighbours and travelling mer‑
chants. Unfortunately, today they are also 
trading sheep and goats for opium as a 
source of pain relief. They have no access 
to health care, medicines or education. 
The nearest health post is a 14‑day round 
trip walk, weather permitting. A dental 
abscess or infected wound could mean 
death. Outbreaks of measles, menin‑
gitis and pneumonia can wipe out two 
or three children in one family over a 
winter. There is no vaccination program 
available. Approximately one in two 
children don’t live beyond five years. The 
Kyrgyz have one of the highest maternal 
mortality rates in the world; one in five 
women reportedly die in childbirth. This 
is catastrophic and very preventable. The 
opium addiction problem is unfortunately 
rampant among men and women. The 

effective health care link between people 
in the remote pasture areas, local village 
community health care centres and 
regional specialist care services through a 
satellite supported e‑health program.

Our trip launched on an adventurous 
note, with a political diversion to Lahore 
for 15 hours, with four hours of disturbed 
sleep in Islamabad followed by a two‑day 
drive up the Karakorum Highway, a boat 
ride across the landslide‑created Atabad 
Lake, flooded roads, and a rockslide on 
the cliff‑hugging narrow gravel road 
that negotiates the lower Shimshal River 
gorge leading into the beautiful upper 
Shimshal Valley adjacent to the China 
border.

Shimshal Valley has produced more 
accomplished mountaineers than any‑
where else in Pakistan. Shimshalis are 
to Pakistan what Sherpas are to Nepal. 
There is an active mountaineering school 
that benefits greatly from such local 
residents as Rajab Shah (summitted all 
five of Pakistan’s 8,000‑metre peaks), 
Mehrban Shah and Samina Baig, 
Pakistan’s first woman to summit Everest. 
The area does host some international 
climbers and trekkers, but a lot fewer 
since the Nanga Parbat incident of 2013.

After working with nomads in the 
remote Shimshal Pamir, we travelled to 
the west side of the Karakorum Highway 
and visited residents of remote pastures 
in the Chipursan and Misgar Valleys and 
Batura Glacier.

In spring, Wakhi and Kyrgyz shep‑
herds cross over the high passes from 
Afghanistan’s Wakhan Valley to trade 
with the Chipursan people in Baba 
Ghundi pasture and Zood Khun. This 
tradition has endured for centuries. In 
recent years numbers have dwindled 
because of border closures, army presence 
and more restrictions on the nomads 
because of terrorism fears. Although 
many of the Wakhi and Kyrgyz nomad 
camps are only three to four days’ walk 
over the Hindu Kush range, it is not pos‑
sible for Westerners to cross the border 
today. As a result, in late August 2014, I 
returned to the Wakhan Corridor and 
Afghan Pamir via Istanbul, Dushanbe 
and Khorog in Tajikistan.

The deep valley of the Wakhan corri‑
dor is inhabited by approximately 12,000 

by bill hanlon

As a teenager growing up in small 
town Ireland in the 1970s, I was 
fascinated by the adventures of 

Marco Polo and the 13th century caravans 
of explorers, traders and pilgrims who 
traversed the Silk Road linking Europe 
with Asia. Many of these caravans crossed 
the high passes of the Pamir and Hindu 
Kush ranges, traversing between present‑
day Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

I dreamed of one day travelling 
part of this route into such areas as the 
Hunza Valley of northern Pakistan, and 
the Wakhan Valley and Pamir range of 
northeast Afghanistan. In spring/summer 
of 2014, I visited both regions.

Last June, as medical director of Basic 
Health International Foundation (BHIF), 
I returned to the Hunza Valley to build 
on existing medical programs and to 
expand our work into the remote sum‑
mer pastures of Shimshal Pamir (4,700 
metres), Chipursan Valley (3,500 metres), 
Misgar Valley (3,075 metres) and Yashpirt 
(3,302 metres) on the Batura Glacier.

I was accompanied by dear friend and 
accomplished Canadian mountaineer 
and photographer Pat Morrow who 
documented the trip with video and still 
images. The focus of our trip was to carry 
out a health assessment and treatment of 
all nomads in their remote high summer 
pastures, provide health education in the 
field (literally) and plan future programs. 
Our long‑term plan is to establish an 

Medicine in the High Pamir 

Bill Hanlon, Pat Morrow and their fellow travellers 
were obliged to portage across a patch of road 
blocked by a rockslide in the Shimshal River 
Gorge, Upper Hunza, Pakistan. The road was 
blocked for five days. photo by pat morrow



commercially linked for centuries, have 
recently been separated by closed borders, 
dislocated armies, power‑focused polit‑
icians, terrorism and international fear.

These communities share our same 
global needs and desires for good health 
care, education, and the opportunity to 
provide for their families and commun‑
ities. They live in a magical place on the 
“roof of the world” and wish again to 
share this paradise with today’s explorers, 
traders and pilgrims, just like the 13th 
century Marco Polo caravans.

Alpine Club of Canada member 
and BHIF medical director Dr. Bill 
Hanlon lives in Cochrane, Alberta. 
http://basichealthinternational.org

survivability of the Kyrgyz is dependent 
on these immediate problems being 
addressed.

As part of our Maternal/Child Health 
Program, BHIF is planning an annual 
vaccination program extending into the 
most remote parts of the Afghan Pamir. 
We will initiate a midwife training 
program to reduce the exceedingly high 
maternal mortality rate and have begun 
discussions with Kyrgyz and Wakhi com‑
munity leaders, and colleagues working 
in remote Arctic communities of Canada 
and Greenland to develop strategies to 
tackle the grave and widespread opium 
addiction problem. We are aware of the 
huge challenges ahead but are convinced 
that improving access to quality health 
care will go a long way to provide an 
alternative to opium and improve the 
Kyrgyz’s chances of survival. We also plan 
to extend our satellite supported e‑health 
program to the Kyrgyz of the Afghan 
Pamir and the Wakhi of the Wakhan. 

It is a real privilege to travel and work 
in these remote, high altitude commun‑
ities on both sides of the Hindu Kush, 
Karakorum and Pamir ranges. Many of 
these communities are literally living on 
the edge in terms of lack of health care, 
education, food security and government 
support. Their grazing lands and live‑
lihood have been carved and re‑carved 
by ever‑changing borders and political 
decisions from afar. These transborder 
communities, ethnically, culturally and 

Dr. Bill Hanlon examines a young Kyrgyz mother 
while her husband watches in their typical felt 
yurt, plain on the outside but beautifully ornate 
inside, at 4,800 metres in Little Pamir, northeast 
Afghanistan. Kyrgyz women wear strikingly 
bright, cheerful clothes with large amounts 
of ornate jewelry, even while doing physical 
work. photo by afiat

Shimshali shepherdesses milk their sheep and goats in the animal enclosure during an early morning 
snowstorm at Shimshal Pass (4,700 metres). The women work hard from 5 a.m. to 7 p.m. milking, cooking, 
making butter, yogurt, and looking after their children and animals. photo by pat morrow 

A YOUTH 
WASTED 

CLIMBING

DAVID CHAUNDY-SMART

There is a natural rhythm to 
the book that makes it a joy to 
read: pure and simple. Bloody 
brilliant.

PAUL PRITCHARD

Chaundy-Smart’s writing has 
an enjoyable cadence. There 
are paragraphs that distill re-
lationships, life and death. An 
entertaining and educational 
read about a part of the North 
American climbing scene we 
don’t often read about.

EDWARD WEBSTER

...you’ll find much to love—and 
much that feels universal—in 
Chaundy-Smart’s memoir: 
colourful characters, love and 
loss, and hair-raising, how-
did-we-ever-survive climbing 
adventures.

DOUGALD MACDONALD

COMING MAY 2015 

http://www.rmbooks.com


Summer Leadership Course for ACC Volunteers
Twice a year, ACC sections from across 

the country send their leaders to

The North Face – ACC
Leadership Course

2015 Location: Stockdale Group in the Purcell Mountains (GMC week 4: August 1 – 8) 
Deadline for applications: May 1, 2015   |   www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/tnf
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by douG schmidt

I first learned about the Alpine Club 
of Canada in 2009 from a friend who 
showed me some pictures of a trip 

up Mount Snow Dome at the Columbia 
Icefield. Drooling over her amazing 
photos I asked how she managed to get 
up such a peak. She told me she had 
taken a few courses and signed up for an 
ACC trip, since she was a Club member. 

Although I was living in Lake Louise 
at that time, I’d grown up on Denman 
Island, off Vancouver Island, and had 
relocated to work at Lake Louise Ski 
Resort as a mechanic. When she showed 
me those photos I had learned to ski, but 
I had very little experience in the moun‑
tains and I really didn’t know anybody 
who did. I’d been blindly fumbling my 
way from one misadventure to another, 
and I thought maybe my friend was 
onto something. I found the ACC Rocky 
Mountain Section online, paid the small 
fee and I was in. 

I took a basic mountaineering course 
so I wouldn’t be completely lost going on 
trips. My first trip was a ski mountain‑
eering adventure up Mount Gordon on 
the Wapta Icefield with Andrea P. I had 
done a fair amount resort skiing but was 
not prepared for the beauty and vastness 
of such terrain. This, combined with 
Andrea’s knowledge of the area, willing‑
ness to answer any questions and give 
advice made this day a delight. There have 
been many trips since, but this one has 
stuck with me and was the one that made 
me come back for more. 

In the years that followed I took many 
courses—some smaller ones within the 
Club and some larger ones from outside 

sources to become more knowledgeable. 
But it has been the smaller courses within 
the ACC, such as Navigation Skills or 
Mountain Weather that really made a 
difference for me. It has been courses like 
these that have kept me out of trouble. 
With every course I have taken and trip 
that I have been on I have taken some‑
thing with me that made me safer and 
more confident in the mountains.

These courses have helped me learn 
how to travel through the mountains bet‑
ter, safer, more efficiently and with more 
awareness. My preferred winter activities 
now are, above all, ice climbing and ski 
mountaineering. In summer I like rock 
climbing and alpine climbing, and when 
the weather is not my friend I scramble 
up something.

What my ACC means to me

Doug Schmidt (front, right) shares the summit of Mount Hector with fellow Rocky Mountain Section 
member Jason Guptill and Jasper-Hinton Section member Midori Bakonyi. photo by pascal dell

What does the ACC mean to me? 
Through the Club I have found an 
endless means to fuel my love for the 
mountains and the wonderful culture 
that comes with it. Before joining the 
ACC, I was lost, not able to find people 
to take me under their wing and show 
me the ropes—literally. Since becoming 
a member I now have a large network 
of like‑minded people to get out with 
almost any day of the week. 

For me, Club trips are the icing on 
the cake. When I started getting out on 
trips with some very educated trip lead‑
ers I realized that there was an endless 
bag of knowledge for me to learn from 
such people. And now after a few years 
of following, I have led a few ACC trips 
myself !

None of the goals I strive for would 
be possible without the trip leaders I 
have followed and learned from. To me, 
they are all mentors, the backbone of the 
Club. They’ve volunteered their free time 
to share their passion for the mountains 
with others. What an amazing club to be 
member of and I hope to continue to do 
so for as long as I can. I am forever grate‑
ful for what the ACC has given me and 
will always be there to learn more and 
pass on what I can. That’s what the ACC 
means to me.

Doug Schmidt is an active and grateful 
member of the ACC’s Rocky Mountain 
Section. 

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/tnf


Reservations stRongly recommended...

At Yamnuska, we know that 
food is a critical part of any 
trip to the backcountry.

That’s why we now offer 
the same delicious and well 
balanced food served on our 
programs.

Why buy mass-produced 
freeze dried meals when 
you can have a tasty custom 
built menu prepared by our 
resident Chef?

•  Full meal packages or 
dehydrated dinners.

•  Packaged and prepared in 
our commercial kitchen.

•  Experience developing 
nutritious and light weight 
meals.

•  We can ship anywhere in 
Canada, or you can pick 
your order up at our office 
in Canmore, Alberta.

•  We cater to individuals, 
groups and expeditions.

Contact us for more details 
and let us focus on the food 
while you focus on your trip.
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200, 50 Lincoln Park, Canmore   |   1-866-678-4164

kitchen@yamnuska.com

backcountryfood.ca | yamnuska.com | canadianrockieshiking.com

For a limited time receive 10% off your first order of dehydrated 
dinners when you order online (use Coupon Code “WELCOME”).
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par douG schmidt

J’ai d’abord pris connaissance du Club 
alpin du Canada en 2009 quand une 
amie m’a montré ses photos d’un voy‑

age au Snow Dome du champ de glace 
Columbia. Salivant déjà sur ses formid‑
ables photos, je lui demandai comment 
elle avait réussi à se rendre à ce sommet. 
Elle me dit qu’elle avait suivi quelques 
cours et s’était inscrite à un voyage du 
CAC, dont elle était membre. 

Je vivais à Lake Louise à l’époque, 
mais j’avais grandi sur l’île Denman, 
au large de l’île de Vancouver, ayant 
déménagé pour travailler comme 
mécanicien à la station de ski de Lake 
Louise. J’avais déjà appris à skier quand 
elle m’avait montré ses photos, mais 
j’avais peu d’expérience en montagne et 
ne connaissais vraiment personne qui 
en avait. J’avais suivi mon chemin en 
trébuchant comme un aveugle, allant 
d’une mésaventure à une autre, et je 
pensais que mon amie tenait peut‑être 
quelque chose. J’ai découvert en ligne la 
section des Rocheuses du CAC, payé le 
tarif raisonnable, et j’étais inscrit.  
J’ai suivi un cours d’alpinisme de base 
pour ne pas être complètement perdu 
pendant les voyages. Mon premier voyage 
a été une aventure de ski‑alpinisme au 
mont Gordon dans le champ de glace 
de Wapta, avec Andrea P. J’avais déjà 
fait assez de ski en station de ski avant, 
mais je n’étais pas préparé à la beauté et 
l’immensité d’un pareil terrain. Cela, sans 
ajouter les connaissances d’Andrea sur la 
région, sa volonté de répondre aux ques‑
tions et de donner des conseils, a fait de 
cette journée un délice. J’ai fait beaucoup 
de voyages depuis, mais celui‑là m’est 
resté comme celui qui m’a fait revenir 
pour en avoir plus.  
J’ai suivi beaucoup de cours dans les 
années suivantes pour me perfection‑
ner ‑ des cours plus petits au sein du 
Club et des cours plus grands de sources 
extérieures. Mais ce sont les cours plus 
petits avec le Club, comme les cours de 
compétences en navigation ou en météo 
alpine qui ont vraiment fait la différence. 
Ce sont des cours comme ceux‑là qui 
m’ont tenu hors de danger. Avec chacun 
des cours que j’ai suivis et chacun des 
voyages que j’ai faits, j’ai apporté quelque 
chose qui renforçait ma sécurité et mon 
assurance en montagne. Ces cours m’ont 

appris à mieux voyager dans les mon‑
tagnes, avec plus de vigilance, d’efficacité 
et de sûreté. Les activités d’hiver que je 
préfère entre toutes sont maintenant l’es‑
calade glaciaire et le ski alpinisme. J’aime 
l’escalade et l’alpinisme en été, et quand le 
climat n’est pas mon ami, je me précipite 
sur quelque chose. 

Ce que le Club signifie pour moi? 
Grâce à lui, j’ai découvert une infinité de 
moyens de nourrir l’amour que j’ai des 
montagnes et de la merveilleuse culture 
qui l’accompagne. Avant de me joindre au 
Club, j’étais perdu, incapable de trouver 
des gens prêts à me prendre sous leur 
aile et à me montrer, littéralement, les 
ficelles du métier. Depuis que je suis 
devenu membre, j’ai maintenant accès à 
un vaste réseau d’individus qui partageant 
les mêmes idées et avec qui je peux sortir 
presque n’importe quel jour de la semaine. 

Pour moi, les voyages du Club sont 
la cerise sur le gâteau. Quand j’ai com‑
mencé de faire des voyages avec certains 

chefs d’excursion très instruits, j’ai réalisé 
qu’il existait un ensemble infini de con‑
naissances que je pouvais acquérir de ces 
personnes. Et maintenant, après quelques 
années d’étude, j’ai dirigé moi‑même des 
voyages du Club!

Aucun des buts que je poursuis ne 
pourrait être atteint sans les chefs d’ex‑
cursion de qui j’ai appris. Ils sont tous 
des mentors pour moi, ils sont l’épine 
dorsale du Club. Ils ont donné de leur 
temps libre pour partager avec les autres 
leur passion des montagnes. C’est un club 
incroyable où être membre et j’espère 
continuer d’en être un aussi longtemps 
que je le pourrai. Je suis éternellement 
reconnaissant de ce que le Club alpin 
m’a donné et je serai toujours prêt à en 
apprendre plus et à transmettre ce que 
je peux. Voilà ce que le Club alpin du 
Canada signifie pour moi.

Doug Schmidt est un membre généreux 
et actif de la section des Rocheuses du Club 
alpin du Canada. 

Ce que le Club alpin signifie pour moi

http://www.yamnuska.com
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Lotteries for the 2015/2016 winter at Kokanee Glacier Cabin
and Fairy Meadow Hut open April 1 and run until May 1.
$1000.00 / week, including helicopter access to the hut.
Find out more at  www.alpineclubofcanada.ca 

Mark your calendar !

From left, Glen and Liz Boles joined Bill and Kitty 
Putnam at the 2008 Mountain Guides Ball.  
photo by roGer laurilla
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world’s largest private astronomical 
research observatory.

A tireless explorer of the Canadian 
Rockies and Selkirks, he was instru‑
mental in obtaining the land leases 
and in the funding and construction of 
the Fairy Meadow and the Ben Ferris 
(Great Cairn) huts. In 1978 he partnered 
with Hans Gmoser to build the fabled 
backcountry skiing lodge, Battle Abbey. 
In 2002, the ACC renamed the Fairy 
Meadow Hut in recognition of his con‑
tribution to both the ACC and Canadian 
mountaineering. He received the ACC 
Distinguished Service Award in 1984.

For 30 years Putnam served as U.S. 
delegate to the UIAA, also representing 
Canada through many of those years. He 
sat on the UIAA Council and was elected 
Vice President in 1993. He was the main 
drafter of the 1982 UIAA Kathmandu 
Declaration on Mountains Activities for 
the protection of the mountain environ‑
ment and landscape. 

Author of more than 30 books, 
Putnam co‑authored, with Andrew J. 

1924 – 2014

He was Honorary Member of 
the Alpine Club of Canada, 
the American Alpine Club, 

the UIAA (International Climbing 
and Mountaineering Federation), the 
Association of Canadian Mountain 
Guides, and the Appalachian Mountain 
Club (North America’s oldest mountain‑
eering club). 

William (Bill) Lowell Putnam 
was also a prolific author, passionate 
mountaineer, devoted hut builder and 
constructor of legendary cairns. 

Born in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
Putnam studied geology at Harvard 
University. While attending college he 
volunteered to fight in the Second World 
War and suffered a serious chest injury 
in combat that later prevented him from 
ascending to extreme altitudes. He was 
founder, president and CEO of the 
Springfield Television Corporation, man‑
aging three TV stations. In 2001 he was 
inducted into the American Broadcasting 
Hall of Fame. Putnam was the sole 
trustee of the Lowell Observatory, the 

William Lowell Putnam 

Kaufman, The Guiding Spirit, a biography 
of Swiss‑Canadian mountain guide Ed 
Feuz; with Glen Boles, two editions of 
Climber’s Guide to the Rocky Mountains of 
Canada-South; and with Boles and Roger 
Laurilla, Canadian Mountain Place Names: 
The Rockies and Columbia Mountains.

Putnam celebrated his 90th birthday 
at the Mountain Guides Ball in Banff 
in October. He died Dec. 20, 2014 after 
suffering a traumatic head injury in a fall.

Read a full obit in the 2015 Canadian 
Alpine Journal. 

http://www.rmbooks.com
https://admin.alpineclubofcanada.ca/hut_lotto
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Aileen Marion Harmon 
1912 - 2015

Aileen Harmon, known to friends 
as Fritz, was a lifelong naturalist, 
botanist, photographer, world 

traveller, environmental activist, adven‑
turer and Alpine Club of Canada Life 
Member.

Born in Banff, Alberta on January 14, 
1912, Aileen was the first child of Maude 
and Byron Harmon, the iconic Canadian 
Rockies photographer. She graduated 
from the University of Alberta in 1932 
and worked for some time as the Calgary 
Herald reporter covering the Banff area 
for several years, then worked with Parks 
Canada in Banff for a quarter century. 
She spent her time off hiking, skiing, 
climbing in the Rockies, and weaving.

Aileen played a significant role 
in the creation of western Canada’s 
Mountains Parks’ nature interpretation 
and communication programs, helping 
the Dominion Botanist locate specimens, 
collaborating with Geological Survey of 
Canada scientists, with wildlife biologists, 
national museums and First Nations 
experts. 

With Bruce Gordon she founded the 
Bow Valley Naturalists, and she served 
on the earliest boards of the Canadian 
Parks and Wilderness Association (now 
CPAWS), Canadian Wildlife Federation, 
and the Society of Alberta Naturalists. 
She continued to influence the develop‑
ment of protected areas policies and 
public support for wilderness conserv‑
ation in Canada, contributing to the 
creation and policies of parks from Gwaii 
Haanas and Kluane to Grasslands.

With the ACC, Aileen participated 
in camps, judged photo contests and 
reviewed books for the Canadian Alpine 
Journal. Following her retirement from 
Parks in 1963, she also became a skilled 
technical climber. An energetic traveller, 
she visited every continent via various 
modes of transportation; rafting down 
the Omo River in Ethiopia; by hiking 
and river in Papua New Guinea; climbing 
Mount Kenya; and by van down the east 
coast of South America to Tierra del 
Fuego. Lastly, in her nineties she travelled 
by boat along the coast of Baffin Island. 

In 1981 she built a home by a stream in 
Mill Bay, Vancouver Island where, while 
continuing to travel, she liked to garden, 
hike and collect friends. Aileen passed 
away peacefully on January 9, 2015, fol‑
lowing a brief illness.

Look for a full obit in the 2015 
Canadian Alpine Journal. 

From left, Catharine Whyte, Lizzie Rummel, 
Aileen Harmon, Sam Evans, Ken Jones, either Jim 
Boyce or Jim Bagley (Aileen’s id) enjoy a visit to 
Mount Assiniboine Lodge, 1975. The group flew 
in; Harmon, then 63, skied the 27-kilometre route 
out with Jones and Evans.  
photo courtesy of carole harmon

http://www.rmbooks.com


www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/gmc

Five week-long camps from July 11 – August 15 to choose from  |  $1695/week

The high elevation of the camp offers easier approaches to the big peaks of the area.

In the Stockdale Group of the Purcell Mountains
Don’t

miss out!
 

Photo: M
onte Johnston

Photo: Thierry Levenq

Photo: Thierry Levenq

2015 GENERAL MOUNTAINEERING CAMP      . 
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Rogers Pass: Uptracks, Bootpacks & Bushwhacks by Douglas Sproul
He’s a ski bum with a big heart who wanted to give back to his favourite mountain playground. 
For Doug Sproul, that’s meant learning to become a guidebook author, map‑maker, layout whiz, Google 

Earth master, mobile app designer and publisher. For Rogers Pass lovers, the result is an impressive 304 
pages crammed with colour and black and white images clearly marked with route lines, plus its companion 
GeoBackcountry mobile optimized guide and printed topographical map. Smartly organized into eight geo‑
graphical areas—leaving many more to be explored, Sproul promises—this handy resource for Rogers Pass 
devotees and newbies alike is a five‑snowflake gem. 

Published by Uptrack Publishing http://geobackcountry.com/index.html

Legacy in Time: Three Generations of Mountain Photography in the Canadian West by Henry Vaux
In a fortuitous act of citizen science, under the guise of curiosity and wonder while playing 

tourist in Glacier National Park in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Philadelphia trio of 
George Vaux Jr., William Vaux and Mary M. Vaux studied and photographed the spectacular gla‑
ciers of the Selkirk and also the Canadian Rocky Mountains. Since 1997, Henry Vaux Jr. has been 
recording duplicate photographs of those same glaciers from the exact same locations. The results, in 
this finely produced coffee‑table book, document a century of glacial change, dramatically capturing 
the impact of climate change on this iconic and scientifically important landscape. 

Published by Rocky Mountain Books www.rmbooks.com

The Bookpack
by lynn martel

No Limits But The Sky  edited by Christine Woodside
“Most great mountain narratives come from the armchair. After the fact.” So writes Woodside in her 

introduction. The quality of the essays in this collection reflect that statement. Chosen from the archives of the 
U.S.’s oldest mountaineering and conservation journal, Appalachia, for the power and inspiration they impart, 
these 25 essays share tales of human endeavour that push the limits of endurance, weather, altitude and per‑
sonal achievement. Ranging from Charles Fay’s The Casualty on Mount Lefroy to Jonathan Waterman’s Thelay 
Sagar: Paradise and Disillusionment and Fritz Wiessner’s The K2 Expedition of 1939, to gripping and poignant 
stories by unknown climbers on less infamous peaks, this collection is one to curl up with in a warm, cosy 
armchair. Published by Appalachian Mountain Club Books www.outdoors.org

Great Bear Wild by Ian McAllister
The Coast Mountain range of B.C. is home to massive glaciers, wild and steep valleys, impenetrable 

rainforest and summits higher than any in provincial Canada. One of the most ecologically diverse and, 
for the time being, largely intact ecosystems on the planet, McAllister shares the wonders of the region 
through 25 years’ worth of award‑winning photographs. His insightful writing on the neighbourhood he 
calls home—alongside scores of wild salmon, the bears and wolves that eat them and the marine life that 
inhabits the Pacific waters where they wash onto the roots of the giant Coast Mountains—also outlines 
the human activities that threaten this invaluable corner of Canada.

Published by Greystone Books www.greystonebooks.com 

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/gmc
http://geobackcountry.com/index.html
http://www.rmbooks.com
http://www.outdoors.org
http://www.greystonebooks.com
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weekend, as was good food and excellent 
company. Each time I reached a depth 
of pain that I’d never reached before, I 
knew that just a few hundred (thousand?) 
metres down the trail was a group of 
inspiring girls waiting for me, and I 
couldn’t let them down. I’m glad I didn’t, 
because on the other side of each pain 
was a new rush of endorphins, a life high 
that made it all worthwhile.

Over the course of the weekend I 
experienced two definite moments of “I 
absolutely cannot do this any longer,” 
which I promptly ignored, and pushed 
myself on regardless. I also had three such 
moments where I (or rather, my body) 
had the same thought, and called it a 
day. Knowing one’s limits and reaching 
beyond them is, to me, an inherent part 
of the mountain lifestyle. Just one reach 
beyond to that hold you know you can 
get, one more step to gain the ridge, one 
more hill to ascend before you come back 
down. These are all exhilarating moments 
that make a climb, a summit, a bike ride 
what it is, but it is just as important 
to be able to say “no, that’s enough”. I 
didn’t want to start my season with an 
injury and, sore as I still was a couple 
of days later, I was sore and happy and 
significantly stronger and fitter for my 
incredible weekend with the ladies of the 
Canadian Ski Mountaineering Team. 

Thank you, girls, for inspiring me to 
challenge my limits on a more regular 
basis. See you at the Vert 180...perhaps!

Banff, Alberta resident Anna Powell 
belongs to the ACC Rocky Mountain Section.

by anna powell

I paused, hand on one hip as I surveyed 
the jaw dropping mountain‑scape 
which had just unfurled around me. 

For a moment, the mountains shifted 
sideways and gravity lost all grip as my 
vision swam in front of me. I sucked in 
deep breaths of burning oxygen and sum‑
moned any ounce of strength remaining 
to me to put one foot, and then the other, 
onto the steep, slippery trail above me.

And this was just two hours into a 
four‑hour day. What on earth had I got 
myself into?

Truth be told, it was a series of 
random impulses and determination 
that had led me to participate in the 
Canadian Ski Mountaineering Team—
ladies only—training camp in the Bow 
Valley around Canmore. Winter was 
beginning to win its battle with fall, and 
around that time of year I usually take 
part in some kind of kick‑start to ski 
season training. When I spotted a post 
on Michelle Katchur Roberts’ Facebook 
page, I’d figured why not? 

The answer to that had become abun‑
dantly clear to me.

The other girls were mere colourful 
dots far ahead of me on the trail—that 
is when I could see them at all. To 
amp up their own training and prevent 

themselves from getting cold, they would 
run back to me on the trail. I suspect 
this was partly to ensure I hadn’t had a 
cardiac and passed out somewhere in 
the woods. But despite all the pain at 
such an early stage, I confess I enjoyed 
myself, even as I panted on at least three 
occasions during the weekend’s activities, 
thinking; I am not a runner. I have never 
chosen running as a means to exercise, 
and there I was, not only running, but I 
was running uphill. Outrageous. Needless 
to say, I didn’t run all that far uphill, but I 
gave it my absolute best shot nonetheless. 
And surprisingly enough, the downhill‑
and‑flat second part of the trail was 
significantly easier and more enjoyable 
than the suffer‑fest on the way up. 

“See?” said Michelle, beaming. “When 
you finish with a flat it makes you feel 
like a rock star!”

This set the precedent for the rest 
of the weekend, and my introduction 
to skimo training. An incredibly well 
thought‑out program of events chal‑
lenged my fitness, strengthened and 
stretched my muscles, and pushed my 
mental stamina, all in the supportive 
web of other ladies going through the 
same process. High fives and “you go, 
girl!” were common punctuations of the 

Ladies’ skimo camp pushes limits

Canadian National Ski Mountaineering Team 
member Kylee Toth Ohler gains the ridge on 
EEOR (East End of Rundle) high above Canmore. 
 photo by michelle katchur roberts

Board of Directors slate

Every year, in accordance with Alpine Club of Canada by‑laws, a nominating 
committee proposes a slate of candidates for half of the Board of Directors 
positions. For the May 2015 to May 2017 term, the committee nominates the 

following slate: 
Treasurer:  Neil Bosch
VP Access & Environment:  Wayne Campbell
VP Activities:  Frank Spears
VP Facilities:  Jim Gudjonson
VP Services & Athletics:  David Foster
According to the Club’s bylaws, additional nominations may be submitted by a 

member provided the nominations: 
● are accompanied by the names and signatures of at least 50 supporting mem‑

bers in good standing, and
● reach the Club’s National Office no later than Monday, March 30 at midnight.

If one or more such nominations are received, election ballots for the position(s) 
involved will be mailed to members in the first week of April. If not, the above slate 
will be declared elected and will assume office at the Club’s 2015 Annual General 
Meeting.

If you have any questions, please contact Nancy Hansen, Interim Executive Director, 
by email at nhansen@alpineclubofcanada.ca or by phone at 403‑678‑3200, ext. 111.

mailto:nhansen@alpineclubofcanada.ca


UPCOMING MEETINGS
Annual General Meeting:

● 4 pm on May 23 at the Canmore 
Seniors Centre. All welcome.
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Everest summit climbs, training 
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of, and access to, cultural works; and,
● Provide new and enhanced back‑

country experiences through the 
upgrade and development of huts and 
facilities.
And we’ve just gotten started! There 

are amazing ideas brewing that can only 
be accomplished through the generosity 
of the ACC community.

For more about the ACC’s plans, 
please contact Jolene Livingston by email: 
jlivingston@alpineclubofcanada.ca, 
or phone. 403‑703‑2631 or visit 
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/donations

So what do I do for the Club? I’m 
a fundraiser. It’s work I love and have 
been doing for 15 years. When I share 
my role, some assume I sell cookies or 
raffle tickets, others subtly cover their 
wallets, and some recoil and then tenta‑
tively remark, “I could never ask people 
for money.” My response—my role is 
that of liaison. You see, philanthropy by 
definition means, “love of mankind” or 
“kindliness, humanity and benevolence”. 
My role offers an amazing opportunity 
to facilitate the relationship that occurs 
when visionary organizations (the ACC) 
engage with philanthropists who are truly 
ignited by investing in an initiative that 
will enrich an area about which they are 
madly passionate. 

So what gives? The ACC is building 
on its legacy of giving and formalizing its 
fundraising program. Since its inception, 
the ACC has fundraised. A.O. Wheeler 
himself called on the membership of the 
day to raise funds in support of the War 
effort and many other worthy activities.

Now is a time of WAR, it is suggested 
that the Alpine Club express itself as a loyal, 
united body.

—Arthur O. Wheeler,  
ACC Founding President, January 1915

In the 1980s, at a time when the GMC 
was in crisis, Richard and Louise Guy 
undertook a letter writing campaign 
that secured the continuity of the camp; 
Richard and Christine Higgins estab‑
lished the Jen Higgins Fund to support 
young women mountaineers in memory 
of their beloved daughter; and each year 
numerous individuals donate to ensure 
the ACC continues to thrive. There are 
countless stories of generosity.

The ACC has begun building a fund‑
raising program that will expand reach 
in the community, build and nurture 
relationships and seek support to strategic 
areas for the benefit of the ACC com‑
munity. Over the next few months, with 
the release of the ACC strategic plan, we 
will share fundraising priorities that will 
have significant impact now and into the 
future, projects that will:

● Cultivate the next generation of ACC 
mountaineers; 

● Enhance safety and skill development; 
● Increase collection and preservation 

Open Air 
by Jolene livinGston

What gives… Or, the more 
appropriate question is, who 
gives? The answer is clear. So 

many of you, the loyal Alpine Club of 
Canada members and ambassadors who 
give of your time, experience, talents, 
friendship and finances.

I have been working with the ACC for 
almost a year and here’s what I’ve learned. 
The Club is a unique organization, rich in 
history and is as relevant today as when 
established more than a century ago. The 
ACC delivers a diverse mandate through 
a relatively small‑integrated team of 
talented staff and the significant efforts 
of volunteers across the country. Through 
this dedication, ACC offerings continue 
to evolve to address its community inter‑
ests and remain in significant demand. 

The GMC is an extraordinary and 
historical offering. It has changed with the 
times and is still very relevant. 

—ACC Member
Throughout my work with the Club, 

I’ve had the privilege to speak with 
individuals from coast to coast to coast 
and across the U.S. border who have had 
a proud affiliation with the ACC, many 
of whom for decades. I’ve heard amaz‑
ing stories of personal reflection in the 
presence of nature, enduring friendships, 
sacrifice, heroism, extreme adventure, 
unparalleled experience, and, unfortunately, 
sometimes the pain and anguish associated 
with tragedy and loss. The ACC commun‑
ity is passionate about the Club and there’s 
an incredible generosity of spirit. 

I love the ACC. The Club was introduced 
to me at a critical time and in essence, has 
saved my life.

—ACC Member

Jolene Livingston at Gibraltar.

mailto:jlivingston@alpineclubofcanada.ca
http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/financial-donations/
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