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Stay on top of the news, subscribe to the ACC NewsNet, our  
weekly e-bulletin. www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/newsnet/
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of Directors. Among them I’ve met some 
very intelligent, thoughtful, accomplished 
and generous people.  

On page 5, you’ll see the slate for this 
year’s Board elections, and on page 11, 
our outgoing President, Gord Currie also 
calls attention to this upcoming election. 
Currie can be credited with bringing 
transparency to our election process 
and best practices to how the Club is 
governed. 

While the comfortable pattern of 
relying on a committee to nominate 
candidates for Board positions that are 
rarely challenged has been historically 
accepted as standard procedure, this 
spring the ACC is doing things a little 
differently. The Nomination Committee 
has presented a slate that includes two 
candidates running to serve as President, 
and three each for the roles of Treasurer 
and VP for Sections. All the candidates, 
the Committee explains, have been 
assessed in relation to the skills and 
competences required for the position. 
Indeed, as ACC members, we’re very 
fortunate to have among our ranks some 
exceptional people. As well as skill sets, 
the candidates have also been nominated 
with consideration for gender balance and 
geographical representation—which, in a 
country the size of Canada can be quite a 
tall order!

I think you’ll all join me in thanking 
those whose terms serving on the Board 
are drawing to a close, and in looking 
forward to learning more about all the 
candidates who have stepped forward to 
serve our Club—their accomplishments, 
their contributions, and most importantly, 
their vision and plans for action to the 
benefit of the ACC in the upcoming 
years. 

Lynn gets her cross-country stride on.  photo: aVWakefield north birch GroVe photoGraphy

Short Rope
by lynn martel

The spring issue of The Alpine
Club of Canada Gazette is 

the first issue of the year, and as 
such, a fitting opportunity to reflect on 
the previous year, and years, and to think 
forward to the year, and years to come.

I’m always thrilled when the Gazette 
shapes up to offer a diversity of articles 
for our readers—and I say readers because 
while the Gazette is compiled by ACC 
members for fellow members, a paper 
copy of the Gazette left in a backcountry 
hut, climbing gym or your physiother‑
apist’s office, or via a link on a Facebook 
page provides a dynamic 32‑page album 
of ACC members’ activities, events, dis‑
cussions and accomplishments displayed 
for all to see.

I’m especially proud to see stories 
in this issue that celebrate our past, and 
highlight exciting steps forward for our 
future. Along with a great story about 
the Club’s new Cameron Lake Cabin 
in Waterton Lakes National Park, we 
have an article by Past President Peter 
Fuhrmann detailing the ACC’s invalu‑
able role in saving Abbot Pass Hut 
from imminent demolition. Writing 
those words in 2016, it’s tough for me to 
imagine how close Canada’s mountain 
community came to losing that immeas‑
urably special and important historical 
site. But I’m busting with pride that 
the ACC was fortunate at that time to 
have the services of a President who 
understood, to his core, the importance 
of preserving that hut built by Swiss 
Guides in 1922, and who did the job 
necessary to make that preservation 
happen. Fuhrmann is a man of vision, 
and action, and that was just one of the 
great contributions he made to the ACC 
and Canada’s mountain community. 
Fortunately, his story is preserved in his 
biography, Con Bravura, an ACC Summit 
Series booklet written by former VP for 
Mountain Culture Bob Sandford, who 
created that series.

Then, on pages 6 thru 9, long‑time 
member and volunteer Paul Geddes 
shares a story, not only about the enviable 

powder runs experienced on the Club’s 
first national ski touring camp in Japan, 
but also how he and his wife, Willa, 
reunited with some members of the 
Japanese Alpine Club who came to the 
Rockies in 2000 to participate in the 
75th anniversary of the first ascent, by a 
JAC team, of Mount Alberta. The entire 
celebration was an extravaganza of inter‑
national scale of which all ACC members 
should still be proud. It required the 
teamwork of dozens of volunteers under 
the leadership of then President Mike 
Mortimer, and VP for Mountain Culture, 
Bob Sandford. The ACC also co‑pub‑
lished a book with the JAC, written by 
Sandford and then translated so that 
both languages were in one volume—an 
ambitious project indeed. Sandford is also 
a man of vision and action, another of 
many who contributed great efforts to the 
future of the ACC.

So, where to go with all this history?
In 2000, I was a relatively new 

ACC member, encouraged to join the 
Mountain Culture Committee by 
Sandford. Since I was already in love with 
ACC huts, I decided to give the Club a 
try. I made friends participating in Rocky 
Mountain Section trips, and through 
numerous volunteer opportunities (and 
some paid work) in the years since, I’ve 
been proud to participate and contribute 
as an ACC member.

I’ve also been privileged to know a 
number of our members who volunteer 
to serve at the board level—with our 
sections, and also on the national Board 

www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/newsnet/
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Board election: slate of nominees
by peter muir, acc nomination committee chair 

The Alpine Club of Canada bylaws require the Nomination Committee to develop and recommend a slate of qualified candi‑
dates for nomination for each open Board position, and to report the results of this process to the Board of Directors and Club 
members. The Committee is responsible for identifying qualified individuals who have the required skills and competences to 

serve in each position. Where more than one qualified candidate for a position is nominated, an election is held in which all members 
can vote. 

In carrying out its work, the Nomination Committee addressed two tasks:
1. The Committee assessed each applicant in relation to the skills and competences required for the position. All 

applicants who were deemed to be qualified were nominated for the position they applied for.
2. Where the Committee determined that one applicant best meets the criteria and needs of the Board at this time, 

that applicant was recommended by the Committee for the position. 
The Committee reviewed all applications and conducted its own diligence. This included interviewing applicants who were 

unknown to a majority of committee members, and discussions with other Club members familiar with the applicant. Based on this 
process, the Nomination Committee is reporting to the Board of Directors and the membership the following slate of candidates and 
recommended candidates: 

Position Term 
(begins May 2016)

Recommended Candidate Other Qualified Candidate* Other Qualified Candidate*

President 
(2 applicants) 3 years Neil Bosch  

(Edmonton)
Sandy Walker  

(Rocky Mountain) 

Secretary 
(1 applicant) 3 years Isabelle Daigneault  

(incumbent) (Rocky Mountain) 

VP Mountain Culture 
(1 applicant) 2 years Zac Robinson  

(incumbent) (Edmonton) 
VP Sections 
(3 applicants) 2 years Toby Harper‑Merrett 

(Montreal)
Paul Geddes  

(Vancouver and Toronto)
Steve Traversari  

(Montreal) 
Treasurer 
(3 applicants) 1 year Keith Sanford

(Calgary)
Adam Gaffney
(unaffiliated) 

Brian Gilchrist
(Manitoba) 

VP Access & 
Environment 
(1 applicant)

1 year Wayne Campbell 
(incumbent) ( Jasper Hinton) 

*Alphabetical 

The Club’s bylaws state that additional nominations may be submitted by any member provided that each nomination is accompan‑
ied by the names and signatures of at least 50 supporting members in good standing, otherwise complies with the requirements of the 
bylaw (see the ACC Election 2016 website page) and reaches the Club’s National Office no later than April 15, 2016.

An election will be held for each position for which there is more than one candidate at the April 15 deadline. Members may 
cast their votes in the period starting on or before April 27 and ending on May 27, 2016 (the date before the 2016 AGM) as required 
by the bylaws. Statements provided by each candidate will be published on the ACC Election 2016 website page on or before 
February 19, 2016. 

For more information, and to review the candidates’ statements, visit the  
ACC Election webpage at www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/election2016.

ACC Nomination Committee 

Member Residence Section 
Peter Muir
(Chair) Winnipeg Manitoba and 

Saint‑Boniface 
Josée Desjardins Gatineau Outaouais 
David Foster Ottawa Ottawa 
Cam Roe Salt Lake City Calgary 
David Roe Calgary Calgary 



powder runs in the Daisetsu Mountains. 
It’s the open tree runs of locations such 
as Etanbetsu and Touji that make the 
skiing in Japan so special and we weren’t 
disappointed. Our only lift assisted day 
was at the Mount Asahidake Ropeway 
on the lower slopes of the highest moun‑
tain in Hokkaido. With only two cat 
runs, virtually all of the skiing there is 
slackcountry. 

On day four we loaded the ski bags 
on the roof of Michiko’s van and moved 
to Kamihoro‑so, a rustic lodge located in 
the Tokachi Mountains of Daisetsuzan 
National Park above the town of Furano 
in central Hokkaido. The rooms were 
Japanese ryokan style and there was an 
inviting onsen (natural hot spring pool) 
for us to relax in each day after skiing. 
The skiing there offered the option of 

The snowfall in Hokkaido is the 
controlling factor of the island’s win‑
ter lifestyle. Almost every winter day 
receives some snowfall. When we arrived 
in Asahikawa the snow was piled up 
everywhere. Surprisingly we were told the 
accumulation to date was only 50 per cent 
of normal. Warning—the snow builds 
up on the roads and sidewalks over the 
winter and becomes thick and icy. Walk 
and drive carefully! 

We had all been in Japan for at least a 
couple of days to get over the jet lag. Our 
group of eight skiers and two snowboard‑
ers consisted of Steve, Suze, Reed, Rich 
and Kenji from the Seattle area, James, 
Cari and Stephen from Toronto, and 
Willa and me from Vancouver. The first 
morning, after our hotel breakfast buffet, 
we assembled in the hotel lobby ready 

by paul Geddes

In recent years, backcountry ski touring in Japan has become 
increasingly popular for Japanese and foreigners alike. In 
January 2016, The Alpine Club of Canada launched its first ever 

national trip to Japan. 
Having skied in Japan’s Hakuba region two years earlier, I 

knew I wanted to participate. Hokkaido is Japan’s northern island 
and still its frontier with a post‑indigenous chronological history 
closer to Quebec City’s than the many centuries of southern 
Japan. Our group of 10 participants with two guides and a camp 
manger met on Sunday evening at the Paco Hotel in downtown 
Asahikawa, Hokkaido’s second largest city (population 360,000). 
There we began our immersion in Japan’s unique northern culture. 
Group dinners out were memorable experiences with everyone 
trying new foods that one might not otherwise eat. For me, that 
was barbecued eel. 

Japan delivers powder extravaganza

for an 8 a.m. departure to the nearby 
mountains. The ACC staff consisted of 
Yuji Akiyama, who grew up in downtown 
Tokyo before moving to Canmore to 
become an ACMG ski and hiking guide, 
Michiko Aoki, a Japanese ski and hiking 
guide who grew up in Hokkaido and 
has completed a degree at the University 
of Calgary, and Will Woods, a Golden, 
BC resident who had previously skied 
in Japan working as camp manager. 
Together they were a strong team. It was 
nice to leave the driving to Michiko and 
Yuji who ferried people and gear in two 
vans.

The overnight temperatures in 
Asahikawa averaged ‑11 C and were 
colder in the hills. The mandatory trans‑
ceiver practise was completed before 
we set off climbing to our first of many 

Yukio Mita’s 1925 photo album from Mount Alberta’s first ascent. | L’album 
photo de Yukio Mita relatant la première ascenscion (1925) du mont Alberta. 
 photo: paul Geddes

The ACC groups ascends Mount Tokachidake for some great Japanese powder turns.  | Les groupes du CAC gravissent le mont Tokachidake pour de grands 
virages en poudreuse.   photo: paul Geddes
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more ski mountaineering objectives on 
Mount Tokachidake (2,077 metres), 
and the views included volcanic plumes 
of steam mixing with the clouds. We 
enjoyed an unusual 24‑hour window of 
clear weather, when Kenji was able to get 
some excellent tripod night sky shots. 

After six days of skiing it was 
time to pack up. Just in time, as 
a storm was approaching that 

would shut down the Mount Asahidake 
Ropeway for four and a half days and 
blow countless snow bombs out of the 
trees.

The last day of the trip was a sight‑
seeing day including a stop at the historic 
Otokoyama Sake Brewery and a bois‑
terous sushi restaurant lunch. Our final 
stop on the way to the Asahikawa airport 
was the town of Higashikawa, the official 
sister town to Canmore, Alberta. A win‑
ter carnival there gave us the opportunity 
to watch the brightly dressed children 
playing on huge snow features that had 
been crafted for them.

The success of the ACC’s first trip to 
Japan was ensured by the detailed plan‑
ning that went into the trip by the Club’s 
National Office staff in Canmore, and the 
guides. The mix of Japanese wilderness 
and culture provided a memorable trip for 
the participants. 

Taking advantage of being close to 
Sapporo, Willa and I took the oppor‑
tunity to meet with Japanese Alpine 
Club ( JAC) members who had been to 
Canada in 2000 for the 75th anniversary 
of the first ascent of Mount Alberta. 
With former Canadian Rockies resident 

Satch Masuda as our guide, we had spent 
a week as hosts with a group of Japanese 
hikers at the Wates‑Gibson Hut 15 years 
ago. Six old friends, including Satch, who 
now lives near Tokyo, came to our hotel 
in Sapporo for a reunion. The language 
difficulties were overcome through 
photographs and gifts. Before the group 
departed the hotel lobby, Tohru Niezuma 
and Willa re‑enacted a folk dance they 
had performed those many years before 
on the shores of Outpost Lake.

While in Sapporo we also visited 
with Takao, a former VP of the JAC, and 
Junko Haga at their home on the out‑
skirts of the city. An interesting couple: 
Takao’s family had owned the Haga ski 
company and Junko’s father, Yukio Mita, 
was one of the six Japanese climbers who 
made the first ascent of Mount Alberta 
in 1925. Together they continue to keep 
the memory of the 1925 ascent alive and 
have recently written up new information 

about the history of the expedition that 
has emerged from their archives. It was 
interesting to have the opportunity to 
see Yukio Mita’s photo album and news‑
paper clippings from the 1925 expedition 
which was the JAC’s first trip abroad. The 
Jasper‑Yellowhead Museum in Jasper has 
on permanent display the expedition’s 
storied “silver ice axe.” The Hagas also 
arranged an interesting visit for us to the 
JAC Hokkaido Section’s clubhouse (made 
of BC wood) on the impressive grounds 
of the University of Hokkaido. 

Minasan, arigato gozaimasu!
ACC Vancouver Section member Paul 

Geddes lives in Vancouver with his wife 
Willa, from where they plot mountain 
adventures all over the globe. Learn more 
about the 2000 Mount Alberta celebrations 
in Called by This Mountain, by Bob 
Sandford, then VP for Mountain Culture, 
and translated into Japanese all in one 
volume, co-published by the ACC/JAC.

Eight members from the 2000 Mount Alberta 
celebrations gather at the Grand Hotel in Sapporo 
in 2016: From left:

Huit membres des célébrations du mont Alberta 
de l’an 2000, rassemblés en  2016 au Grand Hotel 
de Sapporo. De la gauche : 

Kiyofumi Mitobe, Tohru Niezuma, Willa Geddes, Sadami Yagihashi, Yohko Yaginuma, Paul Geddes, Satch 
Masuda, Seiichi Yonemura

http://rmbooks.com/


de commencer la première de nos 
expéditions en poudreuse dans les monts 
Daisetsu. Ce sont les parcours en terrain 
boisé comme ceux d’Etanbetsu et Touji 
qui font le caractère unique du ski au 
Japon, et nous n’avons pas été déçus. 
Notre seul jour de remontée mécanique 
était au téléphérique du mont Asahi, sur 
les pentes de la plus haute montagne de 
Hokkaido. Sauf seulement deux voies de 
chat, pratiquement tout le ski là‑bas est 
hors‑piste.

Au jour 4 nous avons chargé le toit de 
la camionnette de Michiko et sommes 
allés à Kamiro‑so, une auberge de style 
ryokan située dans les monts Tokachi du 
parc national Daisetsuzan au‑dessus de la 
ville de Furano, dans l’Hokkaido central. 
L’auberge comportait un onsen tentant 
— un bassin d’eau chaude naturelle où 
se détendre après chaque journée de ski. 
Skier là‑bas offrait comme objectifs de 
randonnée le mont Tokachidake (2077 
mètres), et des vues incluant des panaches 

buffet du petit déjeuner à l’hôtel, nous 
nous sommes rassemblés dans le hall 
d’entrée, parés à partir dès 8 heures pour 
les montagnes avoisinantes. Le personnel 
du CAC incluait Yuju Akiyama, qui a 
grandi dans le centre‑ville de Tokyo avant 
de s’installer à Canmore et devenir un 
guide de ski et de randonnée de l’ACMG; 
Michiko Aoki, un guide de ski et de ran‑
donnée japonais, originaire d’Hokkaido 
et diplômé de l’université de Calgary, 
et Will Wood, un résident de Golden, 
C.‑B., qui avait skié au Japon aupara‑
vant, travaillant comme responsable du 
camp. Ensemble, ils formaient une solide 
équipe, et c’était agréable de confier à 
Michiko et Yuji le soin de transporter 
dans deux camionnettes le groupe et son 
équipement.

Les températures de nuit à Asahikawa 
étaient en moyenne de ‑11 degrés, mais 
se faisaient plus froides dans les hau‑
teurs. Nous avons achevé l’obligatoire 
exercice d’émetteurs‑récepteurs avant 

culture unique du Japon du Nord. Nos 
repas de groupe étaient des expériences 
inoubliables, chacun essayant de nouveaux 
plats qu’autrement il n’aurait pas mangés : 
pour moi, c’était un barbecue d’anguille. 

Les chutes de neige à Hokkaido sont 
le facteur déterminant du mode de vie sur 
l’île en hiver. Il y a des chutes de neige 
presque quotidiennes. Le jour de notre 
arrivée, la neige était entassée partout, et 
nous avons été impressionnés d’apprendre 
que l’accumulation à ce jour était deux 
fois moins élevée que la normale. La 
neige s’empile sur les trottoirs et les routes 
pour prendre une consistance épaisse et 
glacée. À pied comme au volant, la pru‑
dence s’impose!

 Nous étions tous arrivés depuis 
quelques jours pour ajuster nos pendules 
biologiques. Notre groupe de huit skieurs 
et deux planchistes se formait de Steve, 
Suze, Reed, Rich et Kenji de la région 
de Seattle; James, Cari et Stephen, 
de Toronto; puis de Willa et moi, de 
Vancouver. Le premier matin, après le 

Un déploiement spectaculaire au Japon
par paul Geddes

Au Japon, la popularité du ski hors‑piste a cru 
beaucoup chez les Japonais et les étrangers depuis 
quelques années et en janvier 2016, le Club alpin du 

Canada lançait sa toute première expédition japonaise.
Pour avoir skié dans la région japonaise de Hakuba deux 

années plus tôt, je savais que je voulais participer. Hokkaido 
est l’île la plus au nord du Japon et marque une frontière 
historique plus proche de la ville de Québec que celle, longue 
de plusieurs siècles, du Japon du Sud. Incluant deux guides 
et un responsable de camp, notre groupe de 10 participants 
s’est réuni un dimanche soir au Paco Hotel du centre‑ville 
d’Asahikawa, seconde plus grande ville d’Hokkaido (popu‑
lation : 360,000), pour commencer son immersion dans la 

Paul et Willa Geddes entonnent le chant du mont Alberta. | Paul and Willa Geddes 
sing the Mount Alberta song.  photo: satch masuda

Le groupe de skieurs atteint la crête du mont Tokachidake, qui saille au dessus de la vallée Furano. | The ski group ascends the corniced ridge on Mount 
Tokachidake with the Furano valley below.  photo: paul Geddes
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Masuda pour guide, un ancien résident 
des Rocheuses, nous avions été invités 
une semaine avec un groupe de randon‑
neurs japonais au refuge Wates‑Gibson, il 
y a 15 ans. Six vieux amis, incluant Satch 
qui vit maintenant près de Tokyo, sont 
venus nous voir à notre hôtel de Sapporo. 
Les photographies et les cadeaux sur‑
montèrent les barrières linguistiques, 
et avant de nous séparer dans le hall de 
l’hôtel, Tohru Niezuma et Willa ont 
rejoué la danse folklorique qu’ils avaient 
performée quinze années plus tôt sur les 
bords du lac Outpost.

Toujours à Sapporo, nous avons visité 
chez eux Takao, un ancien vice‑président 
du Club Alpin du Japon, et Junko Haga, 
en périphérie de la ville. Un couple 
intéressant parce que la société de ski 
Haga a appartenu à la famille de Takao 
et que le père de Junko, M.Yukio Mita, 
était parmi les six grimpeurs japonais 
à compléter la première ascension du 
mont Alberta en 1925. Le couple con‑
tinue de garder vivante la mémoire de 

volcaniques où la vapeur se mélange avec 
les nuages. Nous avons profité d’une 
journée entière de climat inhabituel‑
lement dégagé, où Kenji a pu prendre 
d’excellentes photographies en trépied du 
ciel nocturne.

Après six jours de ski, le moment 
est venu de faire nos bagages juste 
au bon moment, alors qu’une 

tempête s’avançait et ferait bientôt fermer 
le périphérique du mont Asahidake plus 
de quatre jours, soufflant d’innombrables 
bombes de neige sur les arbres. 

Le dernier jour du voyage, nous 
avons fait du tourisme, avec un arrêt à 
l’historique brasserie de saké Otokoyama 
et un turbulent dîner de sushi au restau‑
rant. Notre dernier arrêt sur le chemin 
de l’aéroport d’Asahikawa était la ville 
d’Higashikawa, ville sœur officielle de 
Canmore, Alberta. Son carnaval d’hiver 
nous a permis d’observer les enfants 
brillamment habillés s’amuser dans de 
grandes constructions de neige fabriquées 
pour eux. 

Le succès de la première visite 
du CAC au Japon a été assuré par la 
planification détaillée du voyage par le 
personnel du bureau national du Club à 
Canmore, et les guides. Son mélange de 
nature sauvage et de culture japonaise en 
a fait une expérience inoubliable pour ses 
participants. 

 Voulant profiter de la proximité de 
Sapporo, Willa et moi sommes allés 
rencontrer les membres du Club alpin du 
Japon (CAJ) venus au Canada en 2000 
pour le 75e anniversaire de la première 
ascension du mont Alberta. Avec Satch 

Un déploiement spectaculaire au Japon

cette ascension et a rédigé de nouvelles 
informations que leur ont récemment 
révélées leurs archives. C’était une 
occasion intéressante de regarder les 
albums photo et de coupures de presse de 
Yukio Mita sur l’expédition, la première 
du JAC à l’étranger, et dont le musée 
Jasper‑Yellowhead ( Jasper) expose en 
permanence le « piolet d’argent ». Les 
Hagas nous ont aussi fait visiter le 
pavillon de la division Hokkaido du club 
(fait en bois britanno‑colombien), sur les 
impressionnants terrains de l’Université 
d’Hokkaido.

Minasan, arigato, gozaimasu! 
Membre de la section Vancouver du CAC, 

Paul Geddes vit à Vancouver avec sa femme 
Willa, où ils complotent des aventures alpines 
aux quatre coins du monde. Pour en savoir 
plus sur les célébrations du 75e anniversaire 
de l ’ascension du mont Alberta, consulter 
Called by This Mountain, de Bob Sandford, 
alors vice-président de Mountain Culture, 
traduit en japonais en un seul volume con-
jointement publié par le CAC et le JAC.

De la gauche : Takao Haga, Satch Musuda, Tohru Niezuma, Willa Geddes, Paul Geddes, le gardien du 
pavillon et Junko Haga assemblés à l’entrée du pavillon de la section de Hokkaido.  photoGraphié par le 
Gardien du paVillon.
From left, Takao Haga, Satch Musuda, Tohru Niezuma, Willa Geddes, Paul Geddes, clubhouse custodian 
and Junko Haga gather by the doorway to the Hokkaido Section clubhouse.  photo: hs clubhouse custodian

http://www.dikdik.ch
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worst‑case scenario, even though it rarely 
happens, is essential. These details may 
affect the guest’s experience which is 
enhanced with some, or lots, of training. 
I have discovered that many people have 
questions but find it hard to elaborate on 
their concerns or fears. These moments 
open the doors for conversation. As for 
any guides with health and or strength 
concerns, discovering more about one 
another tightens the guide/guest bond.

Besides the hard skill bonds which 
literally tie us together, are the conversa‑
tions. In the mountains people can really 
be themselves and put their regular life 
and work personalities on hold. It is a 
refreshing experience for people and a 
moment when guides become confidants 
and listen to stories from many countries 
and many perspectives. 

The guide/guest relationship is a 
friendship which is bonded through 
trust and sharing life‑changing spiritual 
experiences. The guide acts as mentor, 
leader, confidant, fearless ambassador 
of the hills; the guest acts as employer, 
enabler, trusted belayer and friend. This 
has been a mountain tradition for almost 
200 years, since the first professional 
guides association was formed in 1821 in 
Chamonix, France. 

I look forward to many more beautiful 
mornings shaking off the alpine start 
slothy feelings to experience more adven‑
tures with many more guests in the high 
peaks.

ACMG/IFMGA Mountain Guide Jeff 
Bullock runs alpineairadventures.com.

The thought I often have concerns 
how easily they trust me, so it seems. Do 
I have the same faith and trust in them? 
Leading up into a crux and peering down, 
I’m not looking at the surroundings and 
feeling the high exposure, but watching 
the guest belaying and checking to see 
how much slack is in the rope. Are they 
daydreaming? Have I coached them 
enough? Should I call down and check on 
them or is my energy better spent focus‑
ing on climbing and not falling? 

With ski touring, the concept and 
thoughts are much the same for the guide 
as you go through the crash course com‑
panion rescue scenario with your client 
and then head off. In some cases, we 
venture into terrain that has high hazard 
potential, where a guide must truly ana‑
lyze their decisions and make the best 
choices. It’s a discussion I’ve shared many 
times with colleagues; can my guests pull 
off a quick and efficient rescue? Do they 
have the skills to take care of me if there 
are injuries? 

For the guide, the internal discussion 
is much the same in glaciated terrain. 
Nowadays I keep a screw and leash ready 
to go, so if I were to fall into a crevasse 
and was conscious, securing myself would 
be the first priority to avoid pulling the 
group any further. 

This is a formula of making good 
decisions and having trust in the guests’ 
abilities which begins with what skills the 
guests are taught, how they are taught, 
and what is communicated with them. 
Preparing people in many ways for the 

Guide/guest relationship built on trust

ACMG/IFMGA Mountain Guide Jeff Bullock enjoys the view from the summit of Mount Victoria with his 
guest, Gina. 

by Jeff bullock

Another alpine start, and, as usual, 
the approach is usually the hard‑
est part as we push through until 

the alpenglow and the high peaks stoke 
our motivation in return. Working as a 
guide certainly presents its challenges and 
rewards, with many micro decisions being 
made for safety and fun factors through‑
out the course of a day in the hills. 
Choosing an appropriate line and trying 
to execute it to perfect efficiency while 
the guests follow behind barely noticing 
all those decisions being juggled requires 
a delicate balance. 

After 15 years of guiding and having 
had the pleasure of sharing the moun‑
tains with a variety of personalities from 
all over the world, I still look forward to 
the adventure, but in many ways I look 
forward more to the characters who make 
the experience so rich. It is an interesting 
idea to have someone hire you to take 
them into (while not always the case) 
sometimes loose or avalanche‑prone, 
exposed and dangerous terrain. 

Summer Leadership Course 
for ACC Volunteers

www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/tnf

Twice a year, ACC sections from across 
the country send their leaders to

The North Face – ACC
Leadership Course

2016 Location: Sorcerer Group in the 
northern Selkirk mountains

Date: GMC Week 4,  July 30 – August 6 

Deadline for applications: April 28  
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Recherche d’itinéraire
par Gord currie, président du cac

Il y a cinq ans, votre conseil d’administration national retenait 
les services d’un consultant pour examiner nos processus de 
gouvernance, et revint avec 39 recommandations sur la manière 

dont les choses pourraient être mieux faites. Certaines étaient sim‑
ples et faciles à appliquer, d’autres étaient beaucoup plus complexes 
et ont pris du temps à être implantées.

Le plus gros changement a été de rationaliser le conseil de 
30 personnes à un plus gérable neuf personnes. Depuis, nous 
avons choisi d’échelonner les mandats des membres du Conseil 
afin d’assurer une certaine continuité, et nous avons récemment 
prolongé d’une année la durée du mandat, passant de deux à trois 
ans. Nous sommes actuellement en transition, mais quand notre 
transition sera terminée, nous élirons trois nouveaux membres du 
conseil chaque année pour un mandat de trois ans. Cela est simple 
et élégant, mais seul le temps dira si c’est efficace.

Nous avons trois comités permanents du conseil, incluant un 
comité de nomination chargé de trouver des personnes qualifiées 
pour pourvoir des postes vacants selon les compétences, la parité et 
la représentation géographique, parmi d’autres considérations. Par 
les règlements qui gouvernent la façon dont des élections doivent 
se tenir, le comité de nomination a lancé un appel de candidatures 
à tous les membres du Club qui souhaitent siéger au conseil. Un 
effort certainement démocratique, mais qui n’est pas sans demander 
beaucoup d’efforts à certains bénévoles très dévoués qui méritent 
notre reconnaissance.

Dans ce numéro de la Gazette, vous trouverez un avis com‑
prenant la liste des personnes recommandées par le comité de 
nomination, mais les autres candidats sont bienvenus de se pré‑
senter aux élections suivant le processus établi. Advenant qu’une 
élection soit requise, nous entrerons dans le XXIe siècle et elle sera 
faite électroniquement. L’assemblée générale annuelle du club est 
prévue de se tenir à Canmore, le samedi 28 mai, et tous sont invités 
à y assister : il y aura peut‑être même du suspense cette année!

Une bonne gouvernance n’emmène pas plus de gens en mon‑
tagne pour grimper, skier ou randonner. Mais elle permet de 
réconforter quelque peu nos membres, nos donateurs et autres 
parties prenantes sur le fait que nous avons des processus adéquats 
en place pour assurer que le Club alpin du Canada prospérera pour 
110 ans de plus. 

Grimpez!

Route Finding
by Gord currie, acc president

Five years ago your national Board of Directors retained 
a consultant to conduct a review of our governance 
processes, and they came back with 39 recommenda‑

tions for ways in which we could do things better. Some were 
simple and easy to effect, others were much more complex 
and took time to implement. 

The biggest single change we made was streamlining the 
Board from 30 people to a more manageable nine people. 
Since that time we have chosen to stagger the terms of Board 
members to ensure some continuity, and we have recently 
lengthened the term of office from two years to three. We are 
currently in transition, but when our transition is complete 
we will elect three new Board members each year, to three‑
year terms. It’s simple and elegant, but only time will tell if it 
is really effective. 

We have three standing committees of the Board includ‑
ing a Nomination Committee which is charged with finding 
suitable individuals to fill vacancies based on skill sets, gender 
balance, geographic representation and other considerations. 
Per Bylaws governing elections, the Nomination Committee 
has invited applications from any member of the Club who 
is interested in serving on the Board. While it is certainly 
democratic, it is not without much effort by some very 
dedicated volunteers on the committee who deserve our 
appreciation.

In this issue of the Gazette you will find a notice of the 
slate of people that the Nomination Committee recommends, 
although others are still welcome to run for election following 
an established process. If an election is required, we will move 
into the 21st century and conduct it electronically. The Annual 
General Meeting of the Club is scheduled to be held in 
Canmore on Saturday, May 28, and all are invited to attend. 
There may even be some suspense this year!

Good governance doesn’t get more people out in the hills, 
hiking, skiing or climbing, but it does allow us to provide a 
measure of reassurance to our members, donors and other 
stakeholders that we have appropriate processes in place to 
ensure that The Alpine Club of Canada prospers for another 
110 years.

Climb on!

http://glenboles.com
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accustomed to Banff elevation levels, 
being suddenly at nearly 3,000 m with 
heavy loads on their backs turned out to 
be a problem. Once all the materials were 
at the hut construction started.

One crew rebuilt the floor and laid 
fir flooring, the other crew re‑shingled 
the roof. The Lake Oesa side of the 
building that is close to the ground was 
not a problem. The Lake Louise side, 
dropping off down to the glacier was a 
challenge. Sitting in a helicopter rescue 
seat, Henning belayed from the other side 
of the roof as crewmen re‑shingled the 
opposite side. The upper part was insu‑
lated and sheeted, the hut cleaned and 
the crew returned to Banff.

Since then various volunteer groups 
improved matters. At the last meeting 
with the outgoing ACC president, Ted 
Whalley, presided over by the super‑
intendent of BNP, Jim Volmershausen. 
Jim recommended that the ACC take 
over Abbot Pass Hut and all the Wapta 
Icefield huts. That was rejected by Ted on 
the grounds that the ACC was a moun‑
taineering organization and not involved 
in the accommodation business.

When I later spoke to Jim, his strat‑
egy was to let all huts deteriorate to a 
point where they were unsafe and have 

The Abbot Pass Hut was offered to 
The Alpine Club of Canada. At that 
time, the Club was unable to manage the 
hut. By 1969 the hut was deteriorating 
to a point where the superintendent 
of Banff National Park (BNP), Jim 
Volmershausen, upon advice of his staff, 
decided to burn down the hut. The roof 
was leaking, water was running down the 
inside walls, there was a large hole in the 
floor by the door. The floorboards and a 
door had been used as firewood, among 
other destructive actions.

When I asked how the hut could be 
burned down, the answer was that once 
the inside had been burned the remaining 
stone walls would be sledge‑hammered 
and a pile of rocks would remain on 
Abbot Pass. The cost of the project was 
to be $6,000 plus a reasonable amount of 
helicopter support.

I asked the superintendent if he 
would consider renovating the hut for 
the same cost factor. He thought if 
renovations could be carried out within 
the $6,000 he would agree to it. Talking 
to Henning Sorenson, the Parks car‑
penter shop chief, Henning thought it 
would be a reasonable project. Materials 
were purchased, a crew selected and up 
we went.

To walk from the helipad to the 
hut is just a few steps, but for the crew 

Abbot Pass Hut history
by peter fuhrmann, acc past president

Abbot Pass Hut was built in 1922 by the Swiss Guides 
who were working for the Canadian Pacific Railway 
(CPR). When, in the late 1950s, the CPR phased out 

its guiding program, the leases were returned to Parks Canada. 
Private enterprise picked up the Lake Agnes and Plain of Six 
Glaciers tea houses. 

Abbot Pass Hut.  photo: roy millar

them removed. He had to run a national 
park and could not afford to spend dollars 
on some mountain huts. He felt huts in 
alpine terrain were the responsibility of 
the ACC. Jim’s decision was final.

In 1984, the ACC decided to run a 
test case. Take on the Abbot Pass Hut, a 
high‑use hut, and the Castle Mountain 
Hut, a low‑use hut, and see what the 
results would be. Alpine Club mainten‑
ance crews and volunteers joined forces. 
Further improvements were made and the 
results were positive. When I discussed 
alpine huts with the German, Austrian 
and Italian club managements their opin‑
ion was an alpine nation must maintain 
hut systems for safety and educational 
reasons, even if it is, no doubt, a complex 
matter. Now the ACC manages a system 
of 32 alpine huts and has now recently 
finished building the Louise & Richard 
Guy Hut, at the des Poilus Glacier, the 
linkage between Bow Hut and Stanley 
Mitchell Hut.

Some time ago I attended a celebra‑
tion at the Chateau Lake Louise, when 
the Abbot Pass Hut was declared a 
National Historic Site. In fact, the 2015 
visitation number was 1,250. Is it not nice 
that it is still there, and it is used and 
appreciated by many? 

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/artists
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Le refuge du col Abbot a été bâti 
en 1922 par les guides suisses qui 
travaillaient pour le Chemin de 

fer Canadien Pacifique (CFCP). Quand 
l’entreprise a supprimé son programme de 
guides à la fin des années 1950, les baux 
retournèrent à Parcs Canada. L’entreprise 
privée choisit les salons de thé de la 
plaine des six glaciers et du lac Agnes, et 
le refuge du col Abbot fut offert au Club 
alpin du Canada.

À l’époque, le Club était incapable de 
gérer le refuge. En 1969, il s’était détérioré 
à un tel point que Jim Volmershausen, 
le directeur du parc national Banff, avait 
décidé de le brûler, comme le lui con‑
seillait son équipe. Le toit fuyait, de l’eau 
coulait le long des murs, et le plancher 
avait un large trou à proximité de la porte. 
Entre autres actions destructrices, les 
lattes du plancher et une porte arrachés 
avaient servi pour faire un feu.

Quand j’ai demandé comment on 
détruirait l’abri, on répondit que lorsque 
l’intérieur aurait brûlé, les murs de pierre 
restants seraient démolis à coup de 
massue et que le tas de pierres resterait au 
col Abbot. En plus du soutien par héli‑
coptère, le tout coûterait 6000 $.

J’ai demandé au directeur s’il 
estimerait valide de rénover l’abri pour le 
même montant, et il pensa qu’il approu‑
verait les rénovations si on les effectuait 
pour 6000 $. Henning Sorenson, le char‑
pentier en chef, trouvait aussi le projet 
raisonnable. Les matériaux furent achetés, 
une équipe fut choisie et on y alla.

Si quelques pas seulement séparent 
l’abri de l’hélisurface, transporter sur son 
dos de lourdes quantités de matériaux à 
10,000 pieds d’altitude s’est vite révélé un 
problème pour l’équipe, plus habituée au 
niveau d’élévation de Banff. Mais quand 
tous les matériaux se sont trouvés sur le 
site, la construction a commencé. 

Une équipe a reconstruit le plancher 
en ajoutant un revêtement en bois de pin, 
une autre équipe a remplacé les bardeaux 
du toit. Le côté de l’immeuble vers le lac 
Oesa, près du sol, n’était pas un problème. 
Mais le côté vers le lac Louise près du 
glacier a été un défi. Assis en hélicoptère 
sur un siège de secours, Henning assura 
ce côté du toit pendant que le reste de 
l’équipe revêtait la partie opposée. La 
partie supérieure fut isolée et recouverte, 

on nettoya l’abri et l’équipe rentra à Banff.
Depuis ce temps, plusieurs groupes de 

bénévoles ont amélioré les choses. Lors 
de la dernière réunion avec le président 
sortant du CAC, Ted Whalley, et présidée 
par Jim Vollmershausen, directeur du 
parc national Banff, Jim recommanda la 
prise en charge du refuge et de tous ceux 
du glacier Wapta par le CAC. Ted rejeta 
la proposition en arguant que le CAC 
était une organisation d’alpinisme que 
l’hébergement ne concernait pas. 

Quand j’ai parlé à Jim ensuite, sa 
stratégie voulait laisser tous les abris se 
détériorer jusqu’à ce que, devenus danger‑
eux, on les retire. Jim administrait un parc 
national et ne pouvait pas se permettre 
de dépenser de l’argent pour des abris de 
montagne. Étant d’avis que les refuges 
alpins étaient la responsabilité du club, sa 
décision était finale. 

En 1984, le CAC procéda à un 
test : prendre le refuge (très utilisé) du 
col Abbot, et celui (peu utilisé) de la 

Refuge du col Abbot : un historique
par peter fuhrmann, ancien président du cac

montagne Castle et évaluer les résultats. 
Les équipes d’entretien du Club et des 
bénévoles unirent leurs forces pour 
apporter d’autres améliorations, avec 
des résultats positifs. L’administration 
des clubs alpins allemands, autrichiens 
et italiens avec qui je parlais trouvait 
aussi qu’une nation alpine doit s’occuper 
d’un système de refuges pour des rai‑
sons éducatives et sécuritaires, malgré 
la complexité du problème. Le CAC 
administre aujourd’hui un système de 25 
refuges de montagne. Il a récemment fini 
de construire le refuge Louise & Richard 
Guy au glacier des Poilus, qui fait le lien 
entre celui du lac Bow et le refuge Stanley 
Mitchell.

Un jour, j’ai assisté à une cérémonie 
au Château Lake Louise, où le refuge 
du col Abbot fut nommé « lieu histori‑
que national du Canada ». En 2015, son 
nombre de visites s’élevait à 1250. N’est‑ce 
pas une bonne chose qu’il soit encore là, 
utilisé et apprécié par tant de personnes? 

http://www.yamnuska.com
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meals leftover from other adventures. 
As we got ready for bed, Kristina 

warned me that if it got cold, we’d be 
cuddling. Well it did get cold, like‑frost‑
on‑the‑tent‑and‑solid‑boots cold. Never 
in my life had I been so aggressively 
cuddled. At numerous times I’d wake 
gasping and fearful of suffocation. She 
had a grip that would make Superman 
blush. 

Northern lights showed up that night. 
They danced, throbbed and twirled above. 
I don’t like leaving the tent at night, 
it practically has to be on fire before I 
would even consider going outside. Thus 
we watched the lights with just our heads 
peeking out, gasping and ahhhh‑ing at 
their explosions. The steak and lobster 
buffet didn’t have this. 

We got up with the sun and poked 
Jon awake, he had slept outside—or, 
should I say, he tried. I doubt he did 
after his mattress popped at 2 a.m. After 
a breakfast of frittatas and scones, we 
shouldered our packs and went up. 

The fresh snow was deep and the 
mountain went ever on and on. Our 
group had never done anything like this 
before, this was Kristina’s (Saskatchewan) 
first peak and we crawled to the top, 
oblivious to the hours that ticked by. 
Eventually we reached the mountain’s 
end. Woots woots were called, ciders 
cracked, cheese and crackers passed 
around. We gorged on a 5 kilo water‑
melon, surveying the land around us. 

“It’s an aster! No! No! Ranunculus! 
Duh!” Our backs and legs hurt. Perhaps 
we should have gone to that casino by 
Canmore instead. They have a steak 
and lobster buffet on Saturdays, which 
probably even has watermelon. Maybe we 
would have even been lucky on the ol’ slot 
machines. We could have been million‑
aires… sigh. 

In twilight our group reached camp 
below the mountain. With weekend zeal 
we popped the wine corks and brought 
out the rum, we drank from glass while 
ironically eating Backpackers ultra‑light 

by liam harrap

Since the moment I learned it 
existed, I wanted to go there. 
Although Watermelon Peak in 

Banff National Park isn’t official, it does 
appear on most maps. Right away it’s 
unusual that it isn’t usual—typically a 
peak is named after a stale British or 
Canadian statesman. 

The first ascent party apparently 
carried a 5 kilo watermelon to the summit 
and ate it. Times were different; people 
weren’t sawing off their toothbrushes or 
tearing off clothing tags to save weight. 
They carried the kitchen sink. Weight 
didn’t matter as everything was heavy. 
Although I do have a sawed‑off tooth‑
brush, I wanted to carry a watermelon up 
there. I wanted to carry that kitchen sink. 

The only problem was trying to find 
people to go with—typical! Finally, I 
managed to assemble a group from work. 
A mismatch from Saskatchewan, Ontario, 
British Columbia and New Zealand. 
Although they aren’t ACC members, they 
probably would soon be. They, too, like 
adventuring. 

We couldn’t leave Edmonton fast 
enough (or apparently we could as a $120 
speeding ticket would prove). We set off 
down the trail at the early hour of 3 p.m. 
in a hungover haze. It wasn’t long until 
we reached Helen Lake gasping and 
wheezing. We took lengthy breaks, enjoy‑
ing the mountains, trying to ID plants. 

Scramblers revel in ultra-not-light camping

Spectacular northern lights dance across the night sky.  photo: Jon dickson

From left, happy watermelon luggers Jesse Archer, Kristina Disney, Stacey Lockie, Jon Dickson and Liam 
Harrap celebrate on the summit of Watermelon Peak.  photo: liam harrap

http://ospreypacks.com
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We were an island amidst a frosty sea of 
points. A pure golden moment.

Nevertheless, nothing gold can ever 
stay and eventually we left our lofty perch 
and headed back to camp, furiously argu‑
ing the pros and cons of trekking poles 
versus hiking sticks along the way. Jon 
and Jesse couldn’t believe I was a hiking 
stick supporter. They attacked with such 
flourish that if I hadn’t broken my stick 
on my last trip, I would have shown them 
one of its benefits, the ability to activate 
dental plans (regardless the species). 

At camp, we packed and continued to 
the car, for the freedom of the working 
class is short. The trail was enjoyable with 
the lightness of a watermelon‑free pack. 
By comparison, it felt as if we weren’t 
carrying anything at all. We made it back 
to the car before dark, and to Edmonton 
well after my bedtime. We had done 
it. The trip that I had dreamed was 
complete. 

We live in an age of hustle and 
weight‑saving tactics. Summit registers 

are filled with ascent times, some to the 
minute. Sometimes it seems we lack the 
words to say anything else, since time is 
always watching. As mentioned, I have a 
sawed‑off toothbrush and I’ve bought the 
lightest sleeping bag you can. I, as well, 
am a slave to the almighty wristwatch. 
We’ve all jumped on this bandwagon. 

It’s important, however, to remember 

that it wasn’t always like this. Every once 
and a while it’s important to break free. 
Weight and time wasn’t such a big deal. 
Sometimes it’s nice to carry the kitchen 
sink, even if your back and legs beg to 
differ. 

ACC Jasper/Hinton Section member 
Liam Harrap lives in Jasper with his 
sawed-off toothbrush. 

Jesse Archer jumps across Dolomite Creek, Dolomite Peak in the background.  photo: Jon dickson

http://ospreypacks.com
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The cozy Cameron Lake Cabin in Waterton Lakes National Park, 
lovingly restored, is now open for winter use. Photo: Curtis Yourex.
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we’ve ever accessed in winter. Joined by 
another family, all our kids, aged five 
through seven, skied the two kilometres 
on their own to reach the cabin. The 
trail was freshly track‑set as well, which 
made for extremely easy skiing on the 
relatively flat road to Cameron Lake. It 
was the first backcountry trip we’ve ever 
done where I was actually wishing it was 
just a bit further. After all, what kind of 
backcountry trip is it if you don’t show 
up at the hut completely exhausted and 
ready for that flask you tucked in to your 
backpack? 

Cameron Lake Cabin is the only 
backcountry hut or cabin in the Canadian 
Rockies that can be accessed by a track‑
set cross‑country ski trail for the entire 
duration of the trip, parking lot to cabin 
door. There was one tiny hill down off the 
Cameron Lake Road to the cabin door, 
but other than that, the trip required only 
beginner ski skills and could be done by a 
complete novice skier renting skis for the 
very first time.

If skiing isn’t your thing, we know 
other families who hiked into the cabin 
this winter. One family chose to walk 
and said they didn’t even need snowshoes 
because the road was so well packed 
down. One of the dads in our party chose 
to snowshoe as well, and he certainly 
wasn’t alone on the Cameron Lake Road. 
This is an extremely popular destination 
for snowshoers and I’d say it was 50/50 

is the cabin easy to access with a short 
two kilometre ski or snowshoe in, it’s also 
small and only sleeps eight people. This is 
good news for families with young chil‑
dren who are not ready to share a larger 
hut with others who might prefer not to 
be woken up before the sun by enthusias‑
tic children. 

Cameron Lake, on the other hand, 
is small enough that we could book the 
whole thing with one other family and 
it doesn’t matter how crazy or wild our 
children get at 6 a.m. 

Visiting Cameron Lake Cabin over 
the Christmas holidays for a night, we 
decided it was definitely the easiest hut 

story and photos by tanya koob

When I first heard last year that 
The Alpine Club of Canada 
would be renovating the 

Cameron Lake Cabin in Waterton Lakes 
National Park and converting it to a new 
hut for winter use, I screamed. Then I 
immediately shared the news with every‑
body I know and added the hut to my 
“must visit” list for this winter. 

I love getting into the backcountry 
in winter, but I am not exactly a fan of 
winter tent camping. Huts and cabins 
are my happy place when there’s snow on 
the ground, and our family tries to ski or 
snowshoe into at least one backcountry 
location each winter. Our challenge, 
though, is that our son, Noah, is seven 
years old, and until recently he could not 
ski more than a kilometre or two. Even 
that was a stretch last year. This makes it 
“interesting,” to say the least, when trying 
to find a backcountry cabin to visit. I 
envy those families who can still strap 
their kids into chariots or pulks and pull 
them into the ACC’s Elk Lakes Cabin or 
Elizabeth Parker Hut.

We’re past that point though, so our 
trips have to be doable by a young child 
who is completely self‑propelled and 
must be able to ski or hike the distance to 
a cabin or hut on his own legs.

With that in mind, we discovered that 
the Cameron Lake Cabin is the ultimate 
winter family backcountry destination, 
and we are thrilled with the ACC’s 
decision to add this property to their 
collection of huts and cabins. Not only 

Cameron Lake Cabin the ultimate family destination

Clockwise from back, Zack Schwanke in back, Hanna Schwanke and Noah Koob prepare for their next 
adventure in front of the “camping cabin.”

Cameron Lake Cabin has a well-stocked kitchen. 



NEW MOUNTAIN 
BOOKS FOR 

2016

WARNINGS AGAINST MYSELF
Meditations on a Life in CLiMbing

by David Stevenson

hardcover | $25

THE BOLD AND COLD
a History of 25 CLassiC CLiMbs 

in tHe Canadian roCkies

by Brandon Pullan

hardcover | $45

Think outside

THE FAMILY THAT CONQUERED EVEREST

by Alan Mallory

softcover | $25

Le Club Alpin du Canada    Gazette    printemps 2016 19

split between those on skis and snow‑
shoes with a scattering of backcountry 
skiers heading up to Akamina Pass or to 
slopes above Cameron Lake.

Since small cabins are hard to find, 
it’s not often we get to stay in a cozy 
backcountry cabin with just four of our 
best friends without paying a fortune 
at a resort. Simple and cozy, Cameron 
Lake Cabin did not disappoint and was 
exactly what we were looking for in a 
rustic backcountry shelter protecting us 
from cold winter winds. We slept on soft 
mattresses, had a fully stocked kitchen 
with all of the necessary dishes we needed 
(bring your own wine glasses if you 
require such luxury,) and a propane heater 
kept us warm at night. Also appreciated 
was that we didn’t have to pack much in 
with us. We brought sleeping bags, head‑
lamps, food, hut booties and toilet paper. 
Add the basic clothing and toothbrushes, 
and that was about it. Winter camping 
does not get easier than this!

Noah loves “camping cabins,” which 
is what he calls huts. He’d rather spend 
a night in a camping cabin than in any 
fancy hotel. On this trip, the kids loved 
playing on the top bunk bed.

Outside the cabin we created a luge 
track for the kids to sled on, and we 
snowshoed to Little Akamina Lake, just 
a short 10‑minute hike from the cabin. 
We also snowshoed up to Cameron Lake, 
another 15‑minute walk, and tried to see 
the mountains in the distance. Alas, it’s 
always snowing when I visit Waterton 

Noah Koob leads the way for Mark Koob and Paul 
Schwanke on the ski out from Cameron Lake Cabin. 

in winter. (Probably not a bad thing for 
skiers.)

We hope to visit the cabin again next 
year and hike further up to Akamina 
Pass on snowshoes. The trailhead was a 
half‑kilometre back towards the parking 
lot and would make a great place to 
explore on backcountry skis. My hus‑
band, Mark, also thinks this would be a 
great spot for an adult backcountry ski 
weekend. 

Open only during the winter months, 
and with easy access to family‑friendly 
snowshoe trails, nearby lakes to explore 
and great backcountry skiing, the 
Cameron Lake Cabin offers something 
for everyone—including self‑propelled 
seven‑year‑olds!

Noah Koob (jumping,) Hanna and Zack Schwanke play beside Little Akamina Lake. 

http://rmbooks.com
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What’s your pleasure?

It may not have been as epic as 
Annapurna, but after a week of constant 
planning, work and logistical difficulties 
it was pretty good. Exhausted, the team 
piled in through the door and dropped 
their packs. They were greeted by two 
teammates who had ferried gear in the 
day before and built a fire. They warmed 
up, dried their gear and fell to sleep with 
a mixture of anxiety and excitement over 
the objectives of the coming day. That 
evening, visions of the aiguille‑like view 
of St. Nicolas Peak danced in their heads.

The first day of the camp, with 
everyone together, saw the group prep‑
ping their glacier gear for a trip up 
Mount Gordon. Young Peter Knight of 
Edmonton did an excellent job navigat‑
ing the glacier and breaking trail as three 
rope teams headed across the flats of the 
Wapta towards Gordon—somewhere in 
the clouds above.

The ascent went quickly with Buffs 
up around skier’s faces to protect them 
from the wind and cold. The conditions 
led to a quick stop atop the summit 
before an excellent descent—after the 
cold and wind began to do a number on 
the noses of some of the skiers; post‑trip 
reports indicate one skier’s nose peeled 
into Christmas. On the return trip 
from Gordon the skimo crew hit the St. 
Nicolas/Olive Col and descended to the 
hut.

Later, sitting by the fire, full of 
exhaustion, skiers were hit with slight 
dizziness as the sensation of rising and 
falling through turns stayed with them 

by mark toth

Skimo racers are interesting people, 
often mockingly maligned for 
eschewing the fat ski fashion of 

the times, sometimes seen racing in 
one‑piece Lycra suits (often only used for 
ironic moments amongst other skiers) on 
skis that weigh in the range of 600‑800 
grams. It can be confusing to the outsider. 

The sport is a flurry of fast uphill 
travel, fast‑no‑buckle‑barely‑in‑control 
descents, scrambling, boot packs and huge 
aerobic effort. In a nutshell, a painful, 
rewarding and beautiful sport to partici‑
pate in. It’s the antithesis of its baggy, fat 
and slack cooler companion, backcountry 
skiing, but it’s gaining in popularity and 
growing amongst fitness‑oriented moun‑
tain people. One of the best things about 
it is the “training” which consists of tons 
of vertical in the backcountry. Elites can 
log upwards of 15,000 metres of elevation 
gain in a week and have been known to 
traverse the Wapta in under six hours in a 
single push.

In December, a group of these fit, 
vertically obsessed people, in conjunc‑
tion with The Alpine Club of Canada, 
planned and organized a camp at the 
ACC’s Bow Hut to hone their fitness for 
the upcoming season of racing up and 
down mountains in western Canada, the 
U.S. and Europe.

Faced with the prospect of unbridled 
access to the alpine wonderland around 
Bow Hut, the group giddily prepared for 
four days of total mountain immersion. 
Their spirits, like their carbon boots, were 
light. That was until they donned heavy 

Skimo camp builds performance—and vertical 

80‑litre packs for the approach ski in—a 
little of their spirits were crushed there. 

After parking cars near the Num Ti 
Jah Lodge, the trip got underway with a 
tour along the shores of Bow Lake, which 
led to a constriction in a tight canyon. 
After a brief consultation amongst the 
team, it was decided that it would be 
best not to linger there long. The group 
split up, formed gaps between skiers, and 
pressed on. Soon afterwards, disaster, a 
yell from the back of the group; a smart 
phone had been dropped. Quickly every‑
one dropped their packs and rallied back. 
With some luck the white phone was 
located in a depression on a slope where 
one of the skiers had fallen. 

Pressing on, the team soon arrived in 
the alpine and spied Bow Hut gloriously 
perched in all its majesty (complete with 
newly attached “outhouse” facilities). 
Spirits were high. Here I must quote 
Herzog:

I felt as though I were plunging into 
something new and quite abnormal. I had 
the strangest and most vivid impressions, 
such as I had never before known in the 
mountains. There was something unnatural 
in the way I saw Lachenal and everything 
around us. I smiled to myself at the paltriness 
of our efforts, for I could stand apart and 
watch myself making these efforts. But all 
sense of exertion was gone, as though there 
were no longer any gravity. This diaphanous 
landscape, this quintessence of purity—these 
were not the mountains I knew: they were 
the mountains of my dreams.

Canadian National Skimo Team members 
Michelle Katchur Roberta and Kylee Toth are all 
grins—between the uphill torture—at the Wapta 
camp.   photo: kylee toth

Mark Toth skis into some surreal light heading up toward St. Nicholas Peak.  photo: kylee toth
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like the feeling achieved after a day 
surfing… but before they could lose 
themselves in that dreamy feeling there 
was once again frenetic activity in the hut. 
It was time to eat and get back out the 
door. They were on the clock, it would be 
dark again soon and the conditions were 
great.

That afternoon, after a quick lunch 
and espresso, the group was back out 
doing laps up to the St. Nicolas/Olive 
Col, in spite of fatigue, as dreams of big 
vert chattered at the back of their minds. 

That evening, the desire to climb and 
descend sated, the group feasted around 
the table, laughed, told stories, and dis‑
cussed the ethics of taking toilet paper 
that was left in the outhouse. Was toilet 
paper left in the latrine fair game? Who 
took it? What should be done with them? 
Wood was chopped and the fire stoked. 
Tea brewed. The view of the constella‑
tions out the windows was incredible. 
Everyone was in bed by 8 p.m.

The last day of the camp saw the 

skimo team drop down below the hut 
and up towards Crowfoot Mountain for 
some final runs on excellent snow before 
returning to the cabin to pack up and ski 
out. 

Camps like this and the team con‑
nections they build have played a role 
in the rising performances of Canadian 
ski mountaineering athletes competing 
in North America and Europe. The 

Canadian National Skimo Team thanks 
the ACC for its continued support of 
the sport as well as for the tireless work 
of Dave Dornian (Ski Mountaineering 
Canada Chair) and Brent Harris (Race 
Organizer, Media Representative).

Camp attendees: Bryon Howard, 
Michelle Katchur‑Roberts, Kylee Toth 
Ohler, Matt Reid, Martha Burley, Adam 
Campbell, Mark Toth and Peter Knight.

Adam Campbell, Peter Knight, Matt Reid and Bryon Howard skin up the final approach slope to Bow Hut. 
 photo: kylee toth
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telling us go back to our own home. Our 
welcome had expired. Or maybe I was 
just hungry.

We then set our sights on Loki, the 
“Matterhorn” of Baffin. When I first saw 
that gorgeous thing, I knew I needed to 
experience it. Loki is as iconic a peak as I 
have ever seen, launching up in a perfect 
triangular shape from the horizon of the 
Turner Glacier. 

Access to the South Buttress was 
guarded by a small (but mighty!) crevasse 
field. We belayed and crawled and gen‑
erally had a blast navigating this section 
of terrain. Once we found our way to the 
correct system, continuous and sustained 
climbing took us up and up and up and 
up… and up. We even had the pleasure of 
re‑climbing several pitches to collect stuck 
ropes on rappel. Thankfully, the storm that 
threatened never quite arrived, but I did 
move pretty quickly back to the tent. 

The Loki of Norse mythology is 
known as the trickster, and I don’t think 
this Loki disappointed in any sense. From 
navigation of crevasses, to finding the 
correct route, to consistently incorrect 
approximations of remaining pitches, to 
a storm that never quite arrived—Loki 
kept us on our toes. 

We returned to Summit Lake after 
sleeping for a day on the moraine. Just 
in time, too, as our weather window 
ended as abruptly as it began. The wind 
wailed at apocalyptic speeds and the rain 
came down in sideways torrents, while 

not looking for failure another time.  
The route was everything it had been 
advertised as, from granite splitters, 
which made me giggle as I climbed, to 
wet chimneys (just one of those, thank 
God…). We reclined on the summit 
plateau after shedding all our gear onto a 
dry rock, and tried not to think about the 
descent for just a minute. That descent 
proved to be almost as worthy as the 
route. Not only was our tolerance for 
rusty pins stretched, but we witnessed 
nearby avalanches while making our way 
down a seemingly interminable snow 
slope. 

Asgard, home of the Norse gods, was 

by anna smith

On July 9, 2015, Michelle Kadatz 
and I boarded a flight from 
Calgary to Ottawa to begin 

our surreal adventure on Baffin Island. 
Our arrival was delayed several times 
by inclement weather, forcing flight 
cancellations. 

I guess everyone needs a northern 
travel story, right? With the onerous voy‑
age complete, we made our way deep into 
the heart of Auyuittuq National Park. The 
treeless landscape is Sisyphean in scale, 
making distance calculations treacherous 
at best. Summit Lake became our haven 
for a few stormy days, both before and 
after our weather window. It was from 
there that we launched our sieges on 
Asgard and Loki. 

Travel was something that we were 
quite calculated about, as the glaciers 
promised better or worse travel condi‑
tions depending wholly on time of day. 
Post‑holing to my waist quickly made its 
way to the top of the list of activities I 
despise, and was not always avoidable. We 
did our best to work around it, however, 
and were largely successful. 

Asgard loomed high above our initial 
camp on the central moraine along the 
Caribou Glacier, snow clinging to its 
upper flanks. This snow deterred us on 
our original attempt, but we were pre‑
pared for the second round. I, at least, was 
prepared for siege warfare, and I know 
Michelle has always had a deep capacity 
for stubbornness and suffering. We were 

Baffin is a surreal adventure

Anna Smith thoroughly enjoys the legendary great Baffin granite on Loki.  photo: michelle kadatz

Michelle Kadatz looks up to her next move on the South Buttress on Loki.  photo: anna smith



Backcountry hut etiquette
by nicole larson, acc Volunteer custodian coordinator

With 32 huts, The Alpine Club of Canada operates the largest 
system of backcountry accommodation in North America. 
Due to the huts’ remote locations, the ACC needs your assist‑

ance in maintaining a high standard of cleanliness and basic upkeep. 
Whether you’re new to backcountry hut life or a veteran, these simple 
Dos and Don’ts will create a more enjoyable experience for everyone. 

Do:
● Wash your dishes and clean up after yourself.
● Put food away in rodent‑proof cupboards or containers. Never 

underestimate the determination of a pine marten!
● Collect snow or water from the drinking water area described 

on the hut map.
● Empty grey water buckets in designated grey water area.
● Change outhouse barrels when 5 or 6 inches from the top. We 

know… this is no one’s favourite job, but put on some gloves, 
cover your nose and you will be the hut hero of your trip!

● Clean ashes out of the woodstove and empty into the ash 
barrels outside.

● Pack out ALL leftover food and garbage. 
● Be respectful of other people staying in the hut.
● Lock the hut before leaving (if applicable), turn off all lights 

and propane.
● Report any issues to the ACC as soon as you can.
● ENJOY YOUR STAY!

Don't:
● Leave messes, unwashed dishes on counters or tables while 

you are out of the hut. Again, never underestimate the crafti‑
ness of the pine marten!

● Pee in the drinking water collection areas.
● Dump food waste down the toilets. This may seem like a great 

way to get rid of heavy leftover food, but small animals are 
often lured into the barrels and, well… they don’t come out. 
Bad Karma! 

● Burn plastics, food waste or other garbage in the woodstoves. 
This may also seem like a great idea for getting rid of heavy 
leftover food, however, it can create problems in the chimneys 
over time.

● Leave food or other garbage in the hut when you leave. Even 
if this is with good intentions, no one wants your leftovers. 

● Stack the water buckets. Doing so can spread dirt and germs 
from the exterior bucket bottom into the next bucket. 

● Leave lights or propane heat on overnight or after leaving.

If you are passionate about backcountry huts and would like to help keep them in great shape, contact Nicole Larson about 
becoming a volunteer custodian at nlarson@alpineclubofcanada.ca.

Bill Putnam (Fairy Meadow) Hut kitchen.  photo: bori shushan
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Michelle designed half‑hour exercise 
regimes to keep herself sane. I occupied 
myself rolling cigarettes. 

The weather was never again quite as 
cooperative as it had been for our Asgard 
and Loki ascents, and we had a couple 
of unsuccessful bids along the way back 
to civilization. Our packs were horrific 
in size and weight, and I now sincerely 
regret not giving mine a name at an 
appropriate time. I mostly just whispered 
profanities as I battled to stand up under‑
neath it. 

There’s a lot left in Baffin to explore 
and enjoy, and I hope to go back for more 
adventures after a bit of time allows the 
memories to settle. It’s without a doubt 
one of the most beautiful areas I’ve ever 
seen, and will likely haunt my dreams for 
some time. I’m supremely grateful to have 
shared this opportunity with Michelle; 
she is a talented and driven young 
woman, and we really wouldn’t have made 
it through without her determination 
and her capacity for suffering. I couldn’t 

Anna Smith soaks in the view from their Turner Glacier camp underneath Loki, thrilled just to be there. 
 photo: michelle kadatz

have asked for a better partner on this 
adventure. 

Our trip was made possible by the 
Jen Higgins Memorial Fund through 
The Alpine Club of Canada and the 

Expedition Support Fund through 
Mountain Equipment Co‑op. 

Read more about Anna Smith and 
Michelle Kadatz’s Baffin Island expedition 
in the 2016 Canadian Alpine Journal.

mailto:nlarson@alpineclubofcanada.ca
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Rockies Central: The Climbers Guide to the Rocky Mountains of Canada by David. P. Jones
With route information for more than 770 different climbs on 310 peaks, the first volume of four to be 

completed, recording all the alpine climbs of the Canadian Rockies is a long‑awaited treasure chest of adven‑
tures for skilled mountaineers and scramblers alike. Boasting 560 pages spilling with enticing colour photos, 
David P. Jones, western Canada’s undisputed guru of high alpine exploration and thoroughly researched 
guidebooks, presents an unparallelled smörgåsbord of tiered buttresses, knife‑edged ridgelines and soaring 
faces. Along with routes for well‑known classics including Louis, Temple and Victoria, this book includes 
dozens of little‑known moderate ridge climbs up lovely, rarely visited peaks, plus impeccably organized info 
on bivy sites, geological facts, maps, GPS coordinates and detailed pitch‑by‑pitch beta. Published by High Col www.highcol.ca.

Through an Unknown Country by Mike Murtha and Charles Helm
Landing squarely on top of the so‑you‑think‑you’re‑hardcore category, this historical tale is a winner for 

the survived‑by‑the‑skin‑of‑their‑single‑blanket‑each archives. A collection of post‑expedition reports, daily 
journal entries, historical images and considered analysis by Murtha and Helm, this book brings the winter 
1874‑75 crossing of the northern Rocky Mountains via what is now known as Jarvis Pass in Kakwa Provincial 
Park to unforgettable life. Toiling on behalf of the Canadian Pacific Survey, Edward Worrell Jarvis and 
Charles Frances Hanignton led a handful of men and several hapless dog teams from Quesnel, BC over the 
Rockies eventually to the Prairies, travelling more than 3,000 kilometres in 116 days, mostly on snowshoes. 
Previously unpublished, this account of their gruelling journey captures unparallelled perseverance as they 
overcame freezing temperatures, impromptu river dunkings and starved dogs to explore an unknown route. 

Published by Rocky Mountain Books http://rmbooks.com.

The Bookpack
by lynn martel

Marathon Mouth by Bill Corbett
“I love to take long road trips, and I love to eat.” With those passions in mind, climber and author of The 

11,000ers of the Canadian Rockies, Bill Corbett has penned this e‑guidebook of unique, affordable, independ‑
ently owned and delightful road trip eateries. Over the course of three years Corbett drove tens of thousands 
of kilometres to sample the fare of some 900 cafés, diners, coffee shops, bakeries and brewpubs in Alberta, BC 
and the Yukon, and 11 US states west of Texas. More than an indulgent feeding frenzy, the e‑book explores 70 
driving routes, often on lightly‑travelled back roads through spectacular landscapes. It’s also a lively travelogue 
peppered with spicy opinions and delicious suggestions for self‑propelled outdoor activities along the way. 

Available through Amazon.ca, Amazon.com, Kobo, Apple iBooks and Chapters/Indigo.

52 Best Day Trips from Vancouver by Jack Christie
reVieW by rob brusse

Jack Christie has been enthusiastically sharing his knowledge of recreation opportunities in the Greater 
Vancouver area with the public since the early 1980s. The 2015, fourth edition of those now well‑known “one 
tank trips” features a useful new three‑page index of activities (cross referenced by destination). I drove to 
(#50) Brohm Lake (Interpretive Forest) on a warm August evening. Jack’s description of Interpretive Forest 
was brief and precise. The only related map (page 275) gave a slightly misleading impression of the distance 
from Cat Lake turnoff to the mountain bike terrain turnoff (driving north). Nevertheless, this trip will be 
included in my future summer visits to this area. This comprehensive compendium of all‑season destinations 
and all ages‑activities packed into 319 pages is a useful and comprehensive reference.

Published by Greystone Books www.greystonebooks.com.

The Bold and Cold by Brandon Pullan
While climbers have pushed standards in the Canadian Rockies for more than 100 years, the period 

between the 1960s and 1990s represents the golden age of alpinism in this range of big, often glaciated and 
frequently chossy peaks. It was during those years that many of the formidable, serious north‑facing routes 
were first climbed by a cadre of alpinists who, without doubt, were prepared to suffer in some pretty cold tem‑
peratures and some dicey situations. From long alpine ridges to steep faces, the Rockies are synonymous with 
cutting‑edge ascents, with coveted routes on Robson, Chephren, Kitchener, the Twins and Alberta eluding 
many and rewarding few. In this entertaining, sweaty‑palm‑inducing narrative, Pullan relates the tales of those 
who risked life and limb to establish 25 of the Rockies’ longest, most difficult and assuredly frightening climbs. 

Published by Rocky Mountain Books www.rmbooks.com.

http://www.highcol.ca
http://rmbooks.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Marathon-Mouth-road-trip-Western-Canada-ebook/dp/B018KS9N4M/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1450217721&sr=8-1&keywords=marathon+mouth
http://www.amazon.ca/Marathon-Mouth-road-trip-Western-Canada-ebook/dp/B018KS9N4M/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1449881875&sr=8-1&keywords=Marathon+Mouth
https://store.kobobooks.com/en-ca/ebook/marathon-mouth
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/book/marathon-mouth/id1062682622?mt=11
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/search/?keywords=marathon%20mouth
http://www.greystonebooks.com/author_details.php?contributor_id_1=3028
http://www.greystonebooks.com
http://www.rmbooks.com
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Gary Norton was 
a bookworm as a kid and his 
parents encouraged him to join 

the Boy Scouts to get some fresh air and 
exercise. There he excelled, earning all the 
badges except the Mountaineering badge. 
In a letter he wrote in 1963 to Dave 
Fisher, Chair of the Toronto Section of 
The Alpine Club of Canada, Norton 
explained his situation, but was told he 
was too young to join the organization. 
The following year, when he was 16 years 
old, Norton became a member of the 
Club and soon earned the prized Scouts 
badge. 

Over the years Norton climbed off 
and on, but in the late 1970s he attended 
university in England where he did lots 
of scrambling and hill walking. Returning 
to Canada in 1979 he reconnected with 
the ACC, and in 1980 he participated in 
his first General Mountaineering Camp 
at the Clemenceau Icefield. Since then 
he has been a regular at the GMCs and 
has participated in many of Roger Wallis’ 
camps in places such as Rogers Pass in 
the Selkirks, the Freshfield Icefield in 
the Rockies, and Donjek Glacier in the 
Yukon.

“Being in the mountains makes me 
happy,” Norton said. He also feels that the 
long tradition of mountain climbing in 
Canada is important and is pleased to be 
a small part of that tradition. Through the 
ACC Norton has met lots of like‑minded 
people from across Canada and has made 
friendships that have lasted a lifetime.

Norton has contributed in many ways 
to the organization of the ACC, serving 
twice as Toronto Section Chair and as 
Vice President Access/Environment. 
In the 1980s he served on the Strategic 
Planning Committee that made major 
changes to the organization of the Club. 
He wrote the bylaws for the Toronto 
Section and is now Chair of the Toronto 
Section Governance Committee. For his 
contributions to the ACC, in 1994 Norton 
received the Distinguished Service 
Award.

Today, at 67, Norton is very involved 
in the renewal of the Bon Echo Hut 
which, when completed, will be renamed 
the Wally R. Joyce Hut. The Toronto 

The Alpine 
Club of Canada
- Toronto Section

The ACC community gives back
Gary Norton

by chic scott

Section and National Club have both 
committed to the completion of this pro‑
ject and Norton has personally pledged a 
significant financial contribution.

“We, the baby boomers, rode the good 
times and we should share our blessings 
and set an example as donors,” Norton said.

“The ACC has so shaped my life that I have always thought 
that one day I would give something back. And it is better to 
do it now, while I am alive, than later when I am gone.”

http://alpineclubofcanada.ca/joyce-hut
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Lotteries for the 2016/2017 winter at Kokanee Glacier Cabin
and Fairy Meadow Hut open April 1 and run until May 15.
$1,000.00 / week, including helicopter access to the hut.
Find out more at  www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/ski-weeks 

Mark your calendar !
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by lynn martel

There’s not much new about back‑
country skiers sharing information 
with each other about where they 

skied, how deep and light the powder was, 
how stiff the wind slab, or how cold the 
valley bottom before they climbed up into 
the sun for some fresh turns. 

But what is new is the method by 
which recreationalists can now share 
information about the conditions they 
encounter on backcountry slopes. 

The Mountain Information Network 
(MIN), first launched a year ago by 
Avalanche Canada is kicking off 2016 
with an updated and more sophisticated 
version of the on‑line information shar‑
ing program. 

Through it users—anyone riding 
snow on backcountry slopes on skis, 
snowboards or by snowmobile—can share 
information within minutes of making 
their turns simply by typing into a smart‑
phone, tablet or home computer. 

The original Quick Report app, which 
some savvy backcountry riders have been 

using since last season, prompts contribu‑
tors with basic questions such as date, 
time and location skied, snow conditions 
(i.e. crusty, deep powder, wet and heavy, 
or wind affected), weather (sunny, windy, 
foggy, cloudy), slopes skied (mellow, steep, 
convex, cut blocks, open trees), and which 
slopes were avoided. Comments about 
general observations or specifics con‑
cerning avalanche activity, temperatures, 
snowpack depth, ski penetration, or 
incidents involving people and avalanches 
are welcome. 

All this information is then available 
to the public simply by visiting the 
Avalanche Canada webpage avalanche.ca 
where blue icons appear in the corres‑
ponding GPS locations on an interactive 
topographical map. A click on the icon 
opens a box containing all the informa‑
tion, including links to photos submitted 
by the contributor. While the map opens 
to a close‑up of western Canada, it can 
be zoomed out so information may be 
recorded and accessed anywhere in the 

world with cell service. For those riding 
in Rogers Pass in BC’s Glacier National 
Park, where cell service is accessible, 
connecting can be instant. 

“The information is submitted in real 
time, it appears on the page for everyone 
to access the minute you click submit,” 
explained Karl Klassen, Avalanche 
Canada’s public avalanche warning 
service manager. “It has enough simple 
stuff that almost anyone can use it. You 
can submit a fairly complete report in 
10 minutes. But then, people like to talk 
about how their day went. Some people 
write four or five paragraphs.”

And while all this info is highly useful 
to recreationalists, making decisions 
about where to ride the next day or in 
the near future, the system is also bene‑
ficial to professional mountain guides 
and avalanche forecasters, including 
those working from Avalanche Canada’s 
headquarters in the big snow country 
of Revelstoke, BC, in preparing public 
avalanche bulletins. 

Avalanche information sharing program expanded

http://www.AlpineClubofCanada.ca/ski-weeks
http://www.avalanche.ca
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“We have a big‑picture plan where 
we want to go with this,” Klassen said. 
Encouraging recreational skiers to share 
information about their experiences in 
the backcountry is a critical part of a 
bigger collaborative effort to provide 
enhanced avalanche condition infor‑
mation across Canada, particularly in 
sparsely populated regions such as north‑
ern BC where not enough professionals 
are working in the field to submit to the 
industry‑generated and accessed sharing 
program, Info‑Ex, but where a signifi‑
cant number of recreationalists are out 
enjoying winter in backcountry areas. The 
user‑generated data is much appreciated 
and augments the professionally‑submit‑
ted data. 

The new, updated Mountain 
Information Network is designed to 
encourage increased use from profes‑
sionals and the public. With the phase II 
upgrades, the Quick Report box will 
display additional tabs dedicated to more 
in‑depth and technical information. 
Each category—avalanche observation, 
snowpack, weather and incidents—will be 
identified by its own colour‑coded icon. 
When zoomed out, the icon will appear 
grey, then when zoomed in clusters of 
multi‑coloured icons will indicate to the 
viewer what type of detailed information 
has been submitted.

The more in‑depth information might 
include observations of previous ava‑
lanches; snowpack crystal type; presence 
of whoomphing, drum‑like sounds or 
shooting cracks; details about start or 
runout zone elevations; avalanche triggers 
(skier, sledder or natural); number of 
people buried and how deep; or events 
such as rapid rise in temperatures which 
will have a considerable effect on snow 
quality and stability. 

The new upgrades will also permit 
users to filter data with a specific date 
range, or isolate reports such as only those 
including avalanche incidents.

“It’s much more modern and user‑
friendly,” Klassen said. “Users can get at 
and view data more quickly and more 
effectively. I think the new updates will 
increase attractiveness to a broader user 
group. It might even become attractive to 
professionals who want to share data with 
the public.”

Due to the cost involved however, 
the new phase II upgrades will only be 
available to those using home computers 
or tablets; those submitting and accessing 
info on their smart phones will be limited 
to the Quick Report. 

Avalanche Canada began working 
to create the MIN app three years ago, 
launching the Quick Report in fall 2014. 
Knowing there would be some bugs to 
work out, the launch was not widely 
publicised, Klassen said, but thanks in 
part to those patient early users who 
shared feedback, with the start of 2016 
confidence in the new upgraded MIN is 
high enough for a more public campaign.

Overall, the program represents a large 
collaborative effort, involving input from 

Avalanche Canada staff and professionals, 
local consultants, GIS mapping specialists 
and companies contracted for specific 
services—all accomplished on Avalanche 
Canada’s not‑for‑profit budget.

“We want to produce the best possible 
forecast for the public that we can, and to 
do that forecasters require data,” Klassen 
said. 

One look at the map peppered with 
blue icons, he added, validates the effort. 

“It’s all good,” he said. “We’re inter‑
ested in building a community that 
helps each other, and there’s a significant 
amount of data coming in. I call that a 
success.”

Previously published in the Whistler 
Pique.

Backcountry skiers skin up a slope high in Rogers Pass in BC’s Glacier National Park.  photo: lynn martel

http://www.backcountryaccess.com
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Burwash Creek, Hoge Creek, Donjek 
River, Bighorn Creek, Atlas Creek, Duke 
River and Copper Joe Creek. By far, the 
Duke River fired the flame of adrenaline 
the highest as we group‑crossed intimi‑
dating, powerfully raging torrents that 
tried to rip our feet from under us. Came 
close. Intense.

Descending the steep 975‑metre drop 
from Hoge Pass/Creek to the Donjek 
River was equally memorable as loose 
boulders, some the size of small freez‑
ers, plus rocks and scree all moved and 
danced with each step, demanding our 
full attention.

Bushwhacking above cliff bands on 
the Donjek River in ankle‑deep moss, 
weaving our way through old shaded 
balsam and popular forests was a real 
treat, following an old horse trail and 
animal tracks.

And then, we spied the Donjek 
Glacier. Oh my—Wow! A scenic vista 
unfolded before us as the breathtaking 
spectacular field of ice came into view. 
It took us the rest of the day to reach it, 
our sight and excitement mounting with 
every step.

The Donjek Glacier is 56 kilometres 
long and flows from the world’s largest 
non‑polar icefield, sitting in the biggest 
UNESCO preserve on the planet. As we 
hiked along it, separated from it by the 
Donjek River, we jumped to the thunder‑
bolt sounds of chunks calving off. We 
were spellbound, simply overwhelmed. 
We walked along the glacier’s epic 
30‑metre high wall of ice for the rest of 
the afternoon in total awe of its incredible 
magnificence that stretched and loomed 
in majestic glory before us.

To say it was a highlight would be an 
understatement. 

From there we headed toward 
Expectation Mountain and Atlas Pass, 

Clouthier flew to Whitehorse, Yukon 
from Ottawa. After a most comfortable 
night at the Red Door B&B and bellies 
chock full of home cooking, we were 
picked up the next morning by Up 
North Transportation for the two‑hour 
drive to Kluane Park headquarters in 
Haines Junction. There we registered and 
acquired backcountry permits, which 
cost us each $68.70. We were also issued 
bear barrels for our food—mandatory for 
Kluane Park. Parks staff also handed us a 
general route description of the Donjek 
Glacier hike, but strong navigational 
skills—map, compass and GPS—are 
absolutely necessary as there are no trails, 
no designated campsites and most likely 
no people.

Up North Transportation then drove 
us another hour to an old mining road 
near Burwash Landing. Thus our journey 
began, into the heart and wilds of the 
Yukon.

For the next nine days we negoti‑
ated glacial‑fed river crossings through 

by deb clouthier

Adventurers penetrate the Wild of the Yukon

Deb Clouthier, Marc Charbonneau, Glenn Wallace, Ivan Wood, Mike Bowler and Krista Petrie-Wallace leap 
for joy at the excitement of reaching their goal of the Donjek Glacier.  photo: krista petrie-Wallace 

Glenn Wallace, Ivan Wood, Deb Clouthier and Krista Petrie-Wallace hike along a section of the 56-kilomtre-long Donjek Glacier in Kluane National Park, Yukon. 
 photo: marc charbonneau

“Bear! Bear! Bear!” Krista shouted as 
the grizzly rounded the riverbank 
corner not 10 metres away from 

us. Faster than a bolt of lightning we six 
jumped into action grabbing bear spray 
and bear bangers. Approaching upwind 
along the river corridor, the silver‑tipped, 
golden brown bear was as startled as we 
were. Ivan fired the bear banger and in a 
split second, the bear spun and was gone 
in a cloud of dust leaving only paw prints. 
It was all over in less than a minute, and 
this was only the second day of our nine‑
day backpacking trip in Kluane National 
Park.

We chose the Donjek Glacier Route 
in Kluane National Park, Yukon because 
of its reputation as being the most dif‑
ficult, most remote, most scenic, wildest 
route in the region. From start to finish, it 
did not disappoint.

On Aug. 1, 2015, six Alpine Club 
of Canada friends—Ivan Wood, Mike 
Bowler, Marc Charbonneau, Krista 
Petrie‑Wallace, Glenn Wallace and Deb 



reaching our highest elevation at 2,135 
metres. That turned out to be our longest 
and toughest day with 914 metres of 
ascent over 17 kilometres. The views from 
the alpine pass were deliriously stunning, 
with snow‑capped glaciers and icefields 
in every direction. Heady stuff indeed! 
And, the wild blueberries were a lovely 
bonus and great reward.

Our second grizzly bear encounter 
happened once again on a river corridor. 
We had stopped for lunch and suddenly 
Mike announced, “Something’s coming.” 
And it sure was, much bigger than the first 
bear, but equally frightened by the sight 
of us. Ivan, our “quick draw McGraw” 
shooter fired that banger faster than the 
eye could blink. Once again, the bear 
turned and fled, but not before we all 
managed to see the king‑of‑the‑land stand 
on its hind feet to survey us. What a sight.

In all, we covered 118 kilometres with 
3,353 metres of ascent and saw no other 
people over the entire nine days. The tem‑
perature dropped to freezing at night and 
rose to 22 C during the day. The weather 
was fantastic with only two days of light 
drizzle, one evening of hard rain and 
full‑on sunshine the rest of the time. We 
did not use one drop of bug spray. The air 
was so sweet, we gulped it. 

We saw grizzly bears, Dall sheep by 
flocks and dozens, caribou, golden eagles, 
hares, pine marten, fox, ground squirrels, 
ptarmigan, shore birds and a vast quantity 
of moose sign in both shed antlers and 

But can’t you hear the Wild?—it’s 
calling you.

Let us probe the silent places, let us 
seek what luck betide us;

Let us journey to a lonely land I 
know.

There’s a whisper on the night-
wind, there’s a star agleam to 
guide us,

And the Wild is calling, calling…  
let us go.

—Robert William Service

Deb Clouthier, Krista Petrie-Wallace, Marc Charbonneau, Glenn Wallace and Ivan Wood thread their way 
across turbulent Bighorn Creek.  photo: mike boWler

The Saint Elias range glows as a sublime backdrop from the group’s Cache Lake camping spot.  photo: marc charbonneau

droppings. We also saw wolf sign by the 
truckload, and were treated to a wisp of 
northern lights.

Experiencing the vast, remote, 
untamed, rugged wilderness of Kluane 
National Park’s Donjek Glacier route 
definitely cast us under the spell of the 
Yukon. What pure joy to break away 
from the grasp of normal life and truly 
embrace the heart of the wild. Even for a 
short time, it is remembered as a lifetime, 
our reliance only on ourselves and our 
team. 

Deb Clouthier and her five trip com-
panions are all ACC Ottawa Section 
members—and unabashed lovers of 
Canada’s North! 
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suMMitCliMB and suMMittReK

Himalaya, aconcagua, africa & 
Seattle glacier ScHool 

Climbing and walking trips for men 
and women with Dan Mazur. 
All ages and abilities, expert to novice. 
Everest summit climbs, training 
climbs and treks. Mount Elbrus, Ama 
Dablam, Cho Oyu, Baruntse, North 
Col, Lhotse, Everest Glacier School, 
Island Peak, Muztagh Ata, Mera 
Peak, Shishapangma, Aconcagua, 
Kilimanjaro, Mount Kenya. Charity 
Service Walks near Everest, Seattle 
Glacier School during summer and 
Canada‑USA Friendship winter 
climbing school (free, no charge). 

www.SummitClimb.com
Facebook.com/SummitClimbers 

DanielMazur@SummitClimb.com
Follow our progress on current expedi‑
tions updated daily on our blog at: 

www.SummitClimbNews.com 
Interested in becoming a mountain 
guide? Checkout: 

www.leaderintraining.com !

CLASSIFIEDS

/alpineclubofcanada

/alpineclubcan

/alpineclubcan

NOTICES

staY on toP of tHe neWs
Subscribe to the ACC NewsNet, our 
weekly e‑bulletin, to receive ACC 
national and regional news, mountain 
highlights and much more. Subscribe at 
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/newsnet
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an ice climber) is competing for Canada.
With all this going on, marketing’s 

challenge isn’t finding something to say 
or searching for some way to make the 
ACC seem like it’s a cool thing to be a 
part of. No, the challenge is to get across 
the breadth of all the things that we do—
telling the stories of what the ACC is to 
its members and doing that in a way that 
conveys that passion. 

So, for the year ahead, marketing will 
continue to tell the story of the ACC 
and everything we do, but with a greater 
emphasis on the local stories—those great 
adventures that are the heart of our club.

Because the way we see it, the best 
way to make people understand the value 
of the ACC is to show them all the cool 
things we do. And the more people who 
join us, and use our club and our huts and 
our adventures to get into the mountains 
and onto the trails and rock climbs and 
ice climbs and glaciers, the more people 
there will be that will feel connected to 
those environments and feel a need to 
protect them.

Marketing the ACC means more 
people enjoying the wilderness and more 
people who are attached to that wilder‑
ness. And that clarity makes it easy to 
come to work.

Looking forward to the year ahead…
Keith Haberl is the ACC’s Marketing 

and Communications Manager who feels a 
keen connection to the mountain environ-
ment of his Canmore home.

by keith haberl

It’s early 2016 as I write this, and I’m 
looking back on 2015 and thinking 
about what’s coming down the pike 

for the new year. Like many people, I use 
the Christmas break and the turning of 
the calendar to reflect on priorities and 
check in on goals. The dead of winter is a 
good time to revisit, reflect and plan: it’s a 
good time to find clarity.

Most people think that the marketer’s 
art is persuasion, but I’ve long believed 
that it’s clarity. As in, if you want people 
to see the value in something, the best 
way to do that is to be able to explain that 
thing clearly. Anything more than that is 
just selling. 

The Alpine Club of Canada is a lot of 
things to a lot of passionate people and 
on any weekend there’s a lot of Alpine 
Club going on. Year‑round, people are 
racking up: they’re checking their bea‑
cons, sharpening their picks, packing 
their packs. Climbers and skiers are 
heading out on, or coming back from a 
trip of a lifetime. And we think that ice 
climbing in central Canada, bouldering 
on islands off Newfoundland’s east coast 
and bushwhacking to the big peaks on 
Vancouver Island—to name a few—are 
the greatest adventures anywhere. 

On that same weekend, there are also 
slide shows and socials happening pretty 
much everywhere. It’s likely that one 
of our 22 sections is hosting the Banff 
Mountain Film Festival and somewhere, 
someone (a sport climber, a skimo athlete, 

Open Air

uPCoMinG MeetinGs
Annual General Meeting:

● 5 pm on May 28 at the Whyte 
Museum of the Canadian Rockies 
in Banff. Everyone is welcome.

Keith finds clarity in the mountains.  photo: simon parsons

http://www.SummitClimb.com
http://www.Facebook.com/SummitClimbers
mailto:DanielMazur@SummitClimb.com
http://www.SummitClimbNews.com
http://www.leaderintraining.com
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