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Athabasca Glacier adventure 
exposes scientific first

Une découverte scientifique 
au glacier Athabasca
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Marc-Andre Leclerc, Brette Harrington 
and MEC Ambassador Joshua Lavigne spent 
30 days last summer exploring Baffin Island’s 
Great Sail Peak. After crossing splintering pack 
ice and freeing seven pitches they found another 
team of climbers camped on a wide ledge at the 
start of their intended route. New plan: two new 
lines up the west and northwest spires stretching 
1100m above the fjords. Challenges: a 5-day 
storm, steep verglass, technical aid, wetness 
and freeing pitches up to 5.13a.

By supporting innovative outdoor exploits 
across Canada and around the world, MEC 
Expedition Support helps Canadians turn 
ambitious goals into inspiring realities.

Want to know more?  
mec.ca/expeditions

Go  
further
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What’s Outside...
Cover photo / photo de couverture:  Will Gadd lowers into the 
depths of the Athabasca Glacier as part of an adventure/
scientific exploration of the ice deep below the surface. 
Will Gadd descend dans les profondeurs du glacier Athabasca 
dans le cadre d’une exploration scientifique et aventureuse des 
glaces loin en dessous de la surface. Photo:  John Price

Left / À gauche:  Jonathan Boutin (National Science and 
Technology Museum), Will Gadd and U of A glaciologist 
Martin Sharp explore a passage deep inside Athabasca 
Glacier.  | Jonathan Boutin (Musée des sciences et de 
la technologie), Will Gadd et le glaciologiste Martin Sharp 
(Université de l’Alberta) explorent un passage dans les 
profondeurs du glacier Athabasca. Photo: John Price 
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Honouring High Places
The Mountain Life of Junko Tabei
Junko Tabei, wiTh helen Rolfe
Previously available only in Japanese, 
Honouring High Places is a compelling 
collection of highlights from Junko 
Tabei’s stirring life that she considered 
important, inspiring and interesting to 
mountaineering culture.
9781771602167 | hardcover | $32

The Green Horse
My Early Years in the Canadian Rockies 
– A Park Warden’s Story
Dale PoRTman
An inspiring, humorous and adventure- 
packed mountain memoir that takes 
the reader on a journey into western 
Canada’s backcountry parks during the 
raucous 1960s and 1970s.
9781771602266 | paperback | $25

Ya Ha Tinda
A Home Place – Celebrating 100 Years 
of the Canadian Government’s Only 
Working Horse Ranch
kaThy CalveRT
An illustrated history celebrating the 
100th anniversary of this historic, 
working horse ranch located along the 
eastern slopes of the Canadian Rockies.
9781771602280 | hardcover | $30

Our Vanishing Glaciers
The Snows of Yesteryear and the Future 
Climate of the Mountain West
RobeRT william SanDfoRD
This remarkable and beautifully 
illustrated book chronicles the 
history of Canada’s western mountain 
glaciers through stunning photog-
raphy, personal reflection and the 
most recent scientific research.
9781771602020 | hardcover | $40

A Rocky Mountain Sketchbook
A Step-by-Step Guide to Watercolour 
Painting and Drawing in the Mountain 
Landscape – Volume 1
Donna Jo maSSie
This bestselling guide to watercolour 
painting highlights the basic skills and 
materials required for venturing out into 
the high country and creating a unique 
watercolour sketch … even if you’ve 
never painted before!
9781771601566 | hardcover | $20

The Joy of Mountains
A Step-by-Step Guide to Watercolour 
Painting and Drawing in the Mountain 
Landscape – Volume 2
Donna Jo maSSie
An illustrated guide and travelogue de-
tailing watercolour painting and drawing 
techniques specific to stunning natural 
environments found along the North 
American Rocky Mountain Range from 
New Mexico to Alaska.
9781771601641 | hardcover | $20

Art of Freedom
The Life and Climbs of Voytek Kurtyka

beRnaDeTTe mCDonalD
A profound and moving biography of Voytek Kurtyka, one 
of the international climbing world’s most respected and 
complicated mountaineers. A fiercely private individual, he 
continues to decline countless invitations for interviews, lec-
tures and festival appearances, but has agreed to co-operate 
with internationally renowned and award-winning Canadian 
author Bernadette McDonald on this long-awaited biography. 
Certain to be a major event in the climbing world, Art of 
Freedom will appeal to all readers who dream of mountain 
landscapes and those who long to touch the sky.
9781771602129 | hardcover | $32

The Canadian Rockies
Rediscovered 

Paul ZiZka
For nearly a decade, Paul Zizka has dedicated himself to 
exploring the seldom visited corners of the Canadian Rockies 
and producing the most original and innovative photographs 
he can muster. Combining breathtaking landscape images 
with intriguing portraits of mountain athletes, Paul’s remark-
able new collection of 200 freshly curated photographs will 
astound mountain and photography enthusiasts alike.
9781771602310 | hardcover | $50

Think
outside.

http://rmbooks.com


Honouring High Places
The Mountain Life of Junko Tabei
Junko Tabei, wiTh helen Rolfe
Previously available only in Japanese, 
Honouring High Places is a compelling 
collection of highlights from Junko 
Tabei’s stirring life that she considered 
important, inspiring and interesting to 
mountaineering culture.
9781771602167 | hardcover | $32

The Green Horse
My Early Years in the Canadian Rockies 
– A Park Warden’s Story
Dale PoRTman
An inspiring, humorous and adventure- 
packed mountain memoir that takes 
the reader on a journey into western 
Canada’s backcountry parks during the 
raucous 1960s and 1970s.
9781771602266 | paperback | $25

Ya Ha Tinda
A Home Place – Celebrating 100 Years 
of the Canadian Government’s Only 
Working Horse Ranch
kaThy CalveRT
An illustrated history celebrating the 
100th anniversary of this historic, 
working horse ranch located along the 
eastern slopes of the Canadian Rockies.
9781771602280 | hardcover | $30

Our Vanishing Glaciers
The Snows of Yesteryear and the Future 
Climate of the Mountain West
RobeRT william SanDfoRD
This remarkable and beautifully 
illustrated book chronicles the 
history of Canada’s western mountain 
glaciers through stunning photog-
raphy, personal reflection and the 
most recent scientific research.
9781771602020 | hardcover | $40

A Rocky Mountain Sketchbook
A Step-by-Step Guide to Watercolour 
Painting and Drawing in the Mountain 
Landscape – Volume 1
Donna Jo maSSie
This bestselling guide to watercolour 
painting highlights the basic skills and 
materials required for venturing out into 
the high country and creating a unique 
watercolour sketch … even if you’ve 
never painted before!
9781771601566 | hardcover | $20

The Joy of Mountains
A Step-by-Step Guide to Watercolour 
Painting and Drawing in the Mountain 
Landscape – Volume 2
Donna Jo maSSie
An illustrated guide and travelogue de-
tailing watercolour painting and drawing 
techniques specific to stunning natural 
environments found along the North 
American Rocky Mountain Range from 
New Mexico to Alaska.
9781771601641 | hardcover | $20

Art of Freedom
The Life and Climbs of Voytek Kurtyka

beRnaDeTTe mCDonalD
A profound and moving biography of Voytek Kurtyka, one 
of the international climbing world’s most respected and 
complicated mountaineers. A fiercely private individual, he 
continues to decline countless invitations for interviews, lec-
tures and festival appearances, but has agreed to co-operate 
with internationally renowned and award-winning Canadian 
author Bernadette McDonald on this long-awaited biography. 
Certain to be a major event in the climbing world, Art of 
Freedom will appeal to all readers who dream of mountain 
landscapes and those who long to touch the sky.
9781771602129 | hardcover | $32

The Canadian Rockies
Rediscovered 

Paul ZiZka
For nearly a decade, Paul Zizka has dedicated himself to 
exploring the seldom visited corners of the Canadian Rockies 
and producing the most original and innovative photographs 
he can muster. Combining breathtaking landscape images 
with intriguing portraits of mountain athletes, Paul’s remark-
able new collection of 200 freshly curated photographs will 
astound mountain and photography enthusiasts alike.
9781771602310 | hardcover | $50

Think
outside.

http://rmbooks.com


ACC Grants awarded in 2017

The Alpine Club of Canada is pleased to award nearly $16,000 in grants this 
year to a number of worthy mountain‑related projects.
The Environment Grant  awarded $2,500 each to:

● CPAWS for Caribou Conservation: The Key to Protecting Our Wilderness.
● NCES for their project to Map Backcountry Recreation in order to help 
protect ecosystems.

The Jen Higgins Grant  assists young women pursue their adventure dreams. This 
year a combined total of $7,866 will help: 

● Maranda Stopol, Joe Kemper, Katrina Van Wijk, Nicole Mansfield and Kira 
Tenney  on their Klinaklini Canyon Expedition. 

● Michelle Kadatz and Hannah Preston in their goal to become the first 
Canadian female team to do a free ascent of Fitz Roy, via Pilar Goretta in 
Patagonia. 

The Jim Colpitts Memorial Scholarship  assists young people in pursuit of moun‑
tain‑related training courses such as avalanche training, wilderness first aid, rock/
crevasse rescue, mountain leadership training and ACMG training. This year’s fund 
will support:

● Katerina Slaba, who is undertaking a Wilderness First Responder Course.
● Catrina Shellenberg, who is undertaking a Wilderness First Aid Course.

The Karl Nagy Memorial Scholarship  is awarded to aspiring guides and amateur 
leaders in alternating years. The award consists of a trip to the Club’s General 
Mountaineering Camp, where the recipient is able to shadow and learn from full 
mountain guides. This year’s award is presented to:

● Michael McMinn to help hone his amateur leadership skills at the GMC. 
To learn more about ACC grants, visit www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/grants/.
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descendants left France to settle Quebec 
in 1697) how to make vine leaves, or dol‑
mathes in Greek. Bobby and Carol Eng’s 
mother gave me my first taste of squid, 
deep fried in her kitchen. 

When I was 10 we moved to NDG 
(ask a Montrealer) where many families 
were of Italian origin and the widowed 
grandmothers wore black head‑to‑toe, 
including the lace veils covering their 
heads. Lucky for us, those mothers fed us 
their home cooking too, and in our teens, 
their memorably potent homemade wine.

When I moved to Banff in my early 
20s, I embraced a very different world 
from the urban collage of Montreal’s 
dance clubs and fashionable boutiques. 
And I fell deeply and insatiably in love 
with the mountain world—the forests, 
wildlife, creeks, cliffs, glaciers, wildflowers 
and vast wilderness. My passion for the 
mountain environment deepens every day. 

Just as the families of my neighbour‑
hood provided me a sense of community 
growing up in the city, The Alpine Club 
of Canada has for generations offered a 
sense of community to its members, from 
coast to coast to coast. 

Short Rope
by lynn martel

As a five‑going‑on‑six‑year‑old the 
summer of 1967, I have only faint 
memories of Canada’s centennial 

year, and my hometown of Montreal’s 
Expo 67. I do remember it was a big deal 
though, and that my parents, sister and 
I rode the bus to visit the Expo grounds, 
and La Ronde, several times. 

My strongest memories of growing up 
in what was, at that time, Canada’s largest 
and most cosmopolitan city, was of our 
neighbours in the apartment building 
on Decarie Boulevard. Like so much of 
the city’s population, many of them had 
immigrated to make a new and hope‑
fully better life in Canada. Some were 
relatively new arrivals who began their 
families in that apartment building, and 
there were plenty of kids around to make 
up teams for dodge ball, to play chase 
with or double‑Dutch and elastic. 

My most lasting memories, however, 
involve food. All the mothers shared 
food with all the kids. From Morocco, 
Mrs. Elbaz baked the most exquisite 
baklava‑like pastries. One neighbour 
from Cyprus taught my mother (whose 
descendants left Ireland for Canada 
in the early 1900s, while my father’s 

Lynn enjoys the stellar quality—no joking!—
limestone on the Rockies favourite, Aftonroe.  
photo:  John mcisaac

Six years ago, I drove for four 
days from my home in Canmore to 
Whitehorse, solo. It was my first (still 
only, but hopefully not last) visit to the 
Yukon, where I knew no‑one. So, I con‑
tacted the ACC Yukon Section and asked 
if anyone might like to get out into the 
mountains with me. While writing dead‑
lines allowed me only one day outside, the 
highlight of my five days there was hiking 
in the White Pass area with Marko and 
Meghan Marjanovic and their dog, Luna.

Since the ACC’s founding in 1906, 
and since 1967, along with Canada’s 
population ACC membership has grown. 
Alpine Club of Canada members repre‑
sent a wide range of ethnic backgrounds, 
professions, income levels, religious 
beliefs, political affiliations, ages, sexual 
orientation, languages, climbing abilities 
and styles. And we’re all connected by 
what we share—our love for the moun‑
tain environment and the activities by 
which we explore and enjoy the alpine 
landscape. 

Happy 150th Canada! Be sure to 
celebrate in your favourite Canadian 
mountain neighbourhood. 



Traditional mountaineering or fast ascents?  Marmot designs and builds durable, 

super-breathable apparel you can depend on specifi cally for high mountain 

expeditions, as well as pro-level gear designed for moving quickly with minimal 

weight. You pick the protection that’s right for you.
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where some light does penetrate, Sharp 
said. As such, he suggested the biofilms 
could be converting light energy into 
chemical energy through the process 
of photosynthesis.

“Even though we were 50 metres 
down, there was still a reasonable amount 
of light, so our suspicion is they may 
be photosynthetic, because even with 
the snow cover on the surface, which 
was a reasonable snow cover, there was 
still plenty of light getting down there,” 
Sharp said. “They’re probably extracting 
nutrients out of the water where that’s 

There’s no map, no idea what’s down 
there. And it’s always changing. We’re 
exploring something unique and amazing. 
And it’s not going to be there in time.”

The ephemeral qualities of ice have 
always attracted him, Gadd said, but 
what he never counted on was finding 
two distinct colonies of biofilms living 
deep inside the glacier, one red algae 
and one green. A biofilm is a group of 
microorganisms that stick to each other 
and together adhere to a surface. Neither 
did he expect to see insects flying around. 
And, equally fascinating were the pools of 
liquid water they discovered deep under 
the ice in the dead of winter. 

For team member Martin Sharp, a 
University of Alberta glaciologist who for 
years has studied how water moves along 
and under glaciers through drainage 
systems, mainly in Canada’s Arctic and 
particularly as glacial melting accelerates 
due to Earth’s warming climate, the 
discovery of the biofilms was a bonus. 

“They were colonizing things like 
cracks in the ice where there was water 
seeping out of the crack,” Sharp said. 
“Also, where there was a water pocket 
that was partially open on the tunnel wall, 
there would be films on the surface, in the 
water.” 

The biofilms were discovered about 
50 metres below the surface, a depth 

by lynn martel

It all began as simple curiosity.
After decades of climbing frozen 

waterfalls and exploring deep inside 
caves around the world, Alpine Club of 
Canada member Will Gadd decided to 
combine the two passions right in his 
own Rockies backyard. 

Quite by accident however, what 
started out as just a fun adventure turned 
into an exciting new discovery for science. 

“I’ve done a lot of caving and I’ve 
done a lot of ice climbing,” Gadd said. 
“But this turned out to be one of the 
most interesting things I’ve ever done.”

Earlier this winter Gadd led a team 
of adventurers and scientists to explore 
deep inside the Athabasca Glacier. The 
idea was sparked by his friend, Raf 
Andronowski, who scouted out an appro‑
priate millwell which he marked with his 
GPS. Unfortunately, Andronowski was 
injured in an ice climbing accident so he 
missed out on the winter adventure. 

Enduring ‑37 C temperatures on the 
glacier’s surface, the team located the 
millwell’s coordinates without much 
difficulty, but there the work began, 
as windblown snow had plugged the 
entrance. 

“It took a massive amount of digging 
and tunnelling, it was not easy to find,” 
Gadd said. “It was the human ground 
squirrel show for the better part of a day 
to get in there.”

Eventually they uncovered the 
entrance, then built a solid anchor from 
which Gadd and several others lowered 
themselves. Dropping deeper inside the 
cavern they encountered warm air rising, 
much like when caving underground. 

“Outside was cold, barren like a 
desert, and inside the glacier it was zero,” 
Gadd said. “The walls were curved in 
shapes pretty similar to sandstone desert 
canyons, all carved by water. We went 
from this incredibly harsh world on the 
surface to this amazing place down there.”

Descending 120 vertical metres, they 
explored further from the entrance fol‑
lowing horizontal passages. 

“We were really deep down there,” 
Gadd described. “It was amazing blue 
light for about the first 30 metres, then it 
got dark. You couldn’t see a thing, just like 
caving inside a mountain. Having a head‑
lamp is essential, this was real exploration. 

Athabasca Glacier adventure exposes scientific first

Jonathan Boutin (blue jacket) from the National Science and Technology Museum, and U of A glaciologist 
Martin Sharp examine deposits deep inside the Athabasca Glacier.    |    Jonathan Boutin (en bleu), du 
Musée des sciences et de la technologie du Canada, et le glaciologiste Martin Sharp (Université de 
l’Alberta) examinent des dépôts dans le glacier Athabasca. photo: John price

Red and green algae discovered deep below the 
glacier surface is a scientific first.  
photo: martin sharp
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available, and probably photosynthesizing 
as well.”

What was especially exciting is that 
no‑one has ever found living organisms 
so deep inside a glacier, Sharp said. 

“People have looked for microbes 
inside ice in the past, and some have 
been found in ice cores, but everyone 
has always looked in the micro channel, 
between the individual crystals where 
there’s only very small amounts of water 
present,” Sharp explained. “Nobody seems 
to have thought about looking at the 
macro channel, where there’s a lot more 
space, a lot more air, and probably a lot 
more light. The fact that we found these 
things, in this environment, that’s new.”

Following their adventure, which 
included participants from Canada 
Science and Technology Museums and 
a Discovery Canada film crew, Sharp 
investigated to see if there was any exist‑
ing information about the organisms 
they’d discovered. He couldn’t find a 
single record. 

“When you think about it, it’s not 
terribly surprising, microbes have a pro‑
pensity of finding ways of living pretty 
much anywhere,” Sharp said. “But as far 
as we know, this is the first time any‑
body’s seen this.”

On a return visit to the ice cave a few 
weeks later, one of Sharp’s students, with 
permission from Parks Canada, retrieved 
some samples of the biofilms. The sam‑
ples have been sent to a colleague in 
the UK who will attempt to identify the 
organisms. Once some preliminary infor‑
mation is understood, the scientists can 
develop experiments to answer specific 
questions. 

“What would be interesting, really, 
to know is whether they’re a kind of 
all‑winter feature that can survive the 
whole winter in there, or whether it’s just 
a sort of transition between when things 
go dry at the end of the melt season 
and before it gets too cold,” Sharp said. 
“I guess if there’s enough snow on the 
surface it’s probably pretty insulated if 
you’ve heat coming up from the bottom, 
you’ve got these vertical passages at the 
bottom that warmer air can rise up those 
passages and maybe prevent it from 
getting too cold in them. There’s lots to 
learn, great potential.”

In addition to taking plenty of 
photos—Canmore based adventure 
photographer John Price was a team 

member—the crew recorded video and 
sounds from inside the glacier, some of 
which were somewhat unsettling.

“We got down to where the ice pres‑
sure was making impressive cracks in the 
walls,” Gadd said. “It was all the dangers 
of ice climbing and caving in a danger‑
ous environment.”

Having lived much of his life in the 
Rockies, Gadd said he is continually 
amazed by the rapid rate of melt the 
Athabasca is experiencing—currently five 
metres annually—due to climate change. 
But now his perspective has expanded. 

“Whenever I’m travelling on glaciers 
to climb or ski, I’ve always looked down 
into millwells and wondered what’s going 
on down there,” Gadd said. “Now when I 
drive by the Athabasca Glacier I don’t see 
just this chunk of ice. There’s this whole 
world going on down there.”

Previously published in Whistler B.C.’s 
Pique Newsmagazine. 

Johnathan Boutin strolls a water-worn ice 
passage deep inside the Athabasca Glacier.
Jonathan Boutin visite un passage usé par l’eau 
au cœur du glacier Athabasca.   
photo:  John price

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/product/canadian-alpine-journal-2017/
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le réchauffement climatique, la décou‑
verte des biofilms était un plus. 

« Ils colonisaient des choses comme 
des fissures dans la glace où de l’eau 
s’écoulait, » a déclaré Sharp. « Aussi, là où 
se trouvait une poche d’eau partiellement 
ouverte sur le mur du tunnel, il y avait des 
films à la surface, dans l’eau. » 

Les biofilms ont été découverts à 
environ 50 mètres sous la surface, une 
profondeur où de la lumière pénètre 
encore, dit Sharp. Aussi a‑t‑il suggéré 
que les biofilms convertissaient peut‑
être l’énergie de la lumière en énergie 

par lynn martel

Tout a commencé par la simple 
curiosité. 

Après des décennies d’escalade 
de chutes d’eau gelées et d’exploration 
de grottes autour du monde, le membre 
du Club alpin du Canada Will Gadd 
décidait de combiner ses deux passions 
dans sa cour des Rocheuses. Mais par 
accident, ce qui commencerait comme 
une aventure amusante entraînerait une 
nouvelle et excitante découverte pour la 
science. 

« J’ai fait pas mal de spéléologie et 
escaladé beaucoup de cascades de glace, » 
dit Gadd, « mais ceci est vraiment devenu 
une des choses les plus intéressantes que 
j’ai faites. » 

Plus tôt cet hiver Gadd dirigeait une 
équipe d’aventuriers et de scientifiques 
pour explorer les profondeurs du glacier 
Athabasca. L’idée avait été déclenchée 
par son ami Raf Andronowski, qui avait 
repéré les coordonnées d’une voie d’accès 
appropriée sur son GPS, mais un accident 
en escalade de glace devait lui faire man‑
quer l’aventure. 

Subissant des températures de moins 
de 37 degrés sur la surface du glacier, 
l’équipe repéra sans difficulté les coor‑
données de l’ouverture du trou formé dans 
la glace par l’eau courante. Mais comme la 
neige soufflée par le vent l’avait bouché, le 
vrai travail dut commencer. 

« Cela a pris énormément de creusage, 
c’était difficile à trouver, » dit Gadd. « Il a 
fallu un vrai travail d’écureuil pour l’essen‑
tiel de la journée afin d’entrer là. » 

Ils ont finalement découvert l’entrée 
et construit une ancre solide de laquelle 
Gadd et plusieurs autres ont pu des‑
cendre. S’enfonçant dans les profondeurs 
de la caverne ils rencontrèrent un courant 
ascendant d’air chaud, un peu comme en 
spéléologie sous‑terraine.  

« Au‑dehors c’était froid et stérile 
comme le désert, et à l’intérieur du glacier 
il faisait zéro degré, » dit Gadd. « Les 
murs s’incurvaient dans des formes assez 
similaires aux canyons de grès, sculptées 
par l’eau. Nous étions passés des rigueurs 
extrêmes de l’extérieur à cet endroit 
magnifique, en bas. » 

Descendant à 120 mètres verticaux, 
leur exploration continua de s’éloigner 
de l’entrée en suivant des passages 
horizontaux. 

Une découverte scientifique au glacier Athabasca

« On était vraiment profond 
là‑dedans, » décrit Gadd. « Avec une 
magnifique lumière bleue aux premiers 
30 mètres, et le noir complet ensuite. On 
ne pouvait rien voir, comme en spéléo de 
montagne. Les lampes frontales étaient 
indispensables, c’était de la vraie explor‑
ation. Il n’y a pas de carte, aucune idée 
de ce qui se trouve là. Nous explorons 
quelque chose d’unique et d’extraordinaire 
qui ne restera pas fixé dans le temps, mais 
qui change tout le temps. » 

Les qualités éphémères de la glace 
avaient toujours attiré Gadd, mais ce 
à quoi il ne s’était jamais attendu a été 
de découvrir deux colonies de biofilms 
vivant dans les profondeurs du glacier : 
une algue rouge et une verte. Un biofilm 
est un groupe de microorganismes qui 
adhèrent entre eux et ensemble à une sur‑
face. Gadd ne s’attendait pas plus à voir 
des insectes voler alentour. Les bassins 
d’eau liquide qu’ils ont découverts enfouis 
sous la glace en plein cœur de l’hiver 
étaient pareillement fascinants. 

Pour Martin Sharp, membre de 
l’équipe et glaciologue de l’Université de 
l’Alberta qui étudie depuis des années les 
mouvements de l’eau le long des glaciers 
et sous les glaciers au travers de systèmes 
de drainage, principalement dans l’Arc‑
tique canadien et spécialement depuis 
l’accélération de la fonte des glaciers par 

Le glaciologiste Martin Sharp (Université de l’Alberta) explique les formations de glace au fond du glacier 
Athabasca.    |    University of Alberta Glaciologist Martin Sharp explains ice formations deep inside the 
Athabasca Glacier. photo: John price    

La découverte d’algues rouges et vertes dans 
les profondeurs du glacier est une première 
scientifique. photo: martin sharp
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chimique par photosynthèse. 
« Malgré les 50 mètres de profond‑

eur, il restait une quantité raisonnable 
de lumière, aussi notre intuition est 
qu’ils seraient photosynthétiques, car 
même avec la couverture neigeuse à la 
surface, pas mal de lumière descendait 
encore, » dit Sharp. « Ils extraient sans 
doute des substances nutritives de l’eau 
où c’est disponible, et photosynthétisent 
probablement aussi. »

Ce qui était particulièrement excit‑
ant est que personne n’avait découvert 
auparavant d’organismes vivants dans un 
glacier à une telle profondeur, a dit Sharp. 

« Certains ont par le passé cherché 
des microbes dans la glace, et il s’en est 
découvert dans des noyaux de glace, mais 
on a toujours cherché à l’échelle micro, 
entre les cristaux individuels où seules 
d’infimes quantités d’eau sont présentes, » 
explique‑t‑il. « Personne ne semble avoir 
pensé chercher à l’échelle macro, où il y 
a beaucoup plus d’espace et d’air et sans 
doute de lumière. Avoir découvert ces 
organismes dans cet environnement est 
vraiment nouveau. » 

Suite à leur aventure, qui incluait des 
participants du Musée des sciences et de 
la technologie du Canada et une équipe 
de tournage de la chaîne Discovery 
Canada, Sharp enquêta pour savoir s’il 
existait des informations sur les organ‑
ismes qu’ils avaient découverts. Il n’en 
trouva pas une seule. 

« Ce n’est pas si étonnant quand on 
y pense, vu la propension des microbes 
à trouver des moyens de vivre à peu près 
partout, » dit Sharp. « Mais autant que 
je sache, c’est la première fois qu’on les a 
vus. »

Lors d’une visite de retour à la grotte 
de glace quelques semaines après, l’un des 
étudiants de Sharp, avec la permission 
de Parcs Canada, a prélevé des échan‑
tillons des biofilms pour les envoyer à un 
collègue du Royaume‑Uni qui tentera 
d’identifier les organismes. Une fois 
comprise l’information préliminaire, 
les scientifiques pourront développer 
des expériences abordant des questions 
spécifiques. 

« Ce qui serait vraiment intéressant 
à savoir est s’ils sont une caractéristique 
capable de survivre tout l’hiver dans 
cet habitat, ou s’il ne s’agit que d’une 
espèce de transition entre l’instant où les 
choses sèchent à la fin de la saison de la 
fonte et avant qu’il ne fasse trop froid, » 
a déclaré Sharp. « J’imagine que s’il y a 
assez de neige à la surface, l’organisme 
est assez bien isolé si de la chaleur monte 
du sol en créant ces passages verticaux 
où l’air chaud peut s’élever et empêcher 
un refroidissement trop grand. Il y a un 
grand potentiel de choses à apprendre. »

En plus d’avoir pris quantité de 
photographies — le photog‑
raphe d’aventures John Price, 

de Canmore, était présent —, l’équipe 
a enregistré de l’intérieur du glacier des 
images et des sons dont certains étaient 
plutôt inquiétants. 

« Nous sommes descendus à l’endroit 
où la pression de la glace produisait 
d’impressionnantes fissures dans les 
parois, » dit Gadd. « Tous les dangers de 
l’escalade de glace et de la spéléologie en 
environnement dangereux étaient là. »

Ayant passé la majorité de sa vie dans 
les Rocheuses, Gadd se dit constamment 

étonné par le taux de fonte rapide que 
connaît l’Athabasca — actuellement cinq 
mètres par an — à cause du changement 
climatique. Mais maintenant son point 
de vue s’est élargi. « En voyageant dans 
les glaciers pour skier ou grimper, j’ai 
toujours regardé dans les ouvertures en 
me demandant ce qui s’y passe, » dit‑il. 
« Quand je conduis maintenant par le 
glacier Athabasca, je ne vois pas que ce 
gros morceau de glace. Il y a tout un 
monde là‑dedans. » 

Initialement publié au Pique 
Newsmagazine de Whistler (B.C.). 

Will Gadd dans l’obscurité, plus de 100 mètres 
sous la surface du glacier Athabasca.
Will Gadd lowers into darkness more than 100 
metres below the surface of the Athabasca 
Glacier. photo:  John price

http://www.dikdik.ch


Yukon AGM 2017
by suzan chamney

To celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday and the 50th anniversary of the Yukon 
Alpine Centennial Expedition (YACE), this year’s AGM and Section Council 
meeting took place in Whitehorse, Yukon. When the meetings were over 

delegates were treated to a pig roast and the premiere screening of a 42‑minute 
documentary retrospective, Expedition Yukon – 50 Years Later. Read more about this 
commemorative film created by the ACC, Chic Scott and filmmaker Glen Crawford, 
which captures the spirit of YACE by weaving archival film footage and photos with 
new cameo interviews from YACE participants on page 14. It is available for viewing at: 
http://wimeo.com/alpineclubofcanada.ca/yace. A must‑see for history buffs!

While in Whitehorse, participants also enjoyed the opportunity to kayak on the 
Yukon River, hike up the King’s Throne in Kluane National Park, and visit the Yukon 
Beringia Interpretive Centre and MacBride Museum of Yukon History.

Read Caroline Marion’s delightfully entertaining account of the Whitehorse events 
online at: www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/blog/yukon-agm-2017/, and read the 2016 
Annual Report at: www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/annual-reports/.

Clockwise from above: 

From left, ACC Executive Director Lawrence White, 
Secretary Isabelle Daigneault, President Neil Bosch and 
Honorary President David Toole gather to review the 
AGM agenda—Toole’s final Board meeting after three 
decades. photo:  zac robinson

ACC Toronto Section Representative Katherine (Sparky) 
Russell hikes King’s Throne, with the Yukon’s Ruby 
Range in the background. photo:  isabelle Daigneault 

ACC Life Member Richard Guy, the Club’s most 
energetic 101-year-old, enthusiastically travelled from 
Calgary to Whitehorse for the AGM. photo:  paul geDDes 

Participants at the Whitehorse AGM paddled on the 
Yukon River. photo:  christopher petrauskas 
A visit to the Yukon Beringia Interpretive Centre was a 
highlight. photo:  caroline marion

Hungry participants at the Whitehorse AGM were 
treated to a pig roast dinner. photo:  paul geDDes

The 1967 YACE gear belonging to Mount Alberta 
team member Phil Dowling makes a fine display 
at the MacBride Museum of Yukon History in 
Whitehorse. photo:  katherine russell

The  AGM featured the premiere showing of Expedition 
Yukon – 50 Years Later. photo:  christopher petrauskas
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that type of helicopter. 
“It was pretty gutsy flying,” Scott said.
For Scott and Crawford however, the 

highlight of the project was a three‑hour 
flight with Icefield Discovery chief pilot 
Tom Bradley in a Helio Courier, thanks 
to Air North providing transportation 
from Calgary to Whitehorse, Yukon. 

“The flight through the Saint Elias 
mountains was a bonus!” Crawford said. 
“I thought the chance of being able to 
predict a weather window from Canmore 
and then dash up to the Yukon and 
actually make the flight was a long shot. 
As it turned out, we were able to do 
exactly that. We had the perfect flying 
conditions for filming and were treated 
to a spectacular tour of the area. It’s a 
unique part of the planet and an area not 
many people get to see. To fly through 
400 kilometres over three hours was 
really incredible!”

So is the footage, he promised. While 
there, they filmed an interview with 
legendary Yukon pilot Andy Williams, 
Icefield Discovery founder.

by lynn martel

It was a remarkable feat of organiza‑
tion, teamwork and patriotism.

In 1967, The Alpine Club of 
Canada organized the Yukon Alpine 
Centennial Expedition (YACE) to cele‑
brate Canada’s 100th birthday. For two 
months that summer, after several years 
of dreaming and meticulous planning, 
some 60 men and women representing 
the country’s most skilled mountaineers 
established four camps in the Yukon’s 
Centennial Range to climb 13 peaks 
named for the provinces and territories, 
plus Centennial Peak. 

In addition to celebrating Canada’s 
centenary, the expedition also celebrated 
100 years of friendship between Canada 
and the U.S., and the centennial of the 
transaction that granted the U.S. posses‑
sion of Alaska. To honour that milestone, 
a Canada/U.S. team made the first ascent 
of 4,785‑metre Good Neighbour Peak, the 
south peak of Mount Vancouver, which 
straddles the Yukon/Alaska boundary in 
the Saint Elias Range. 

The extravaganza concluded 
with the ACC’s Centennial General 
Mountaineering Camp running for 
two weeks on the Steele Glacier. By 
expedition’s end, 26 first ascents had been 
accomplished safely.

As Canada celebrates its 150th birth‑
day this year, climbing writer Chic Scott, 
ACC Executive Director Lawrence White 
and ACC Vice President for Mountain 
Culture Zac Robinson discussed ways 
the Club might participate in the 
celebrations. 

They decided on a film commemorat‑
ing the YACE. With a very small budget 
to work with, Canmore filmmaker Glen 
Crawford agreed to work with Scott, who 
lives in Banff, and Expedition Yukon – 50 
Years Later was in production.

“I feel there is a lot of history that 
risks getting forgotten,” Crawford said. 
“As people get older, the stories fade away. 
I think it’s important to document some 
of these stories. This project intrigued me 
because of the location, what was achieved 
on the expedition and the fact that many 
of the people involved are still around.”

Beginning in January, Scott and 
Crawford travelled to Edmonton to 
interview Stan Rosenbaum, Centennial 
Peak climber, who later served as ACC 

President. They interviewed Cochrane, 
Alta. resident Glen Boles, one of the 
Canadian Good Neighbour Peak climb‑
ers, and travelled to Vancouver Island to 
interview Mount Alberta climber Phil 
Dowling, and YACE coordinator Dave 
Fisher, both also former ACC Presidents. 
Their interview with Andrea Rankin, 
Mount Saskatchewan climber was espe‑
cially memorable, Scott said. 

“She was a terrific interview,” Scott 
said. “She’s very vivacious and she 
performed in theatricals when she was 
young. She’s great on camera.”

Another interviewee was Peter 
Fuhrmann, former ACC President and 
ACMG Mountain Guide who guided at 
the Steele Glacier camp. Banff helicopter 
pilot Jim Davies was also interviewed. 

“He flew a G473B1 for YACE, a turbo 
charged helicopter,” Scott said. On one 
flight Davies landed with ACMG guide 
Hans Gmoser and Judy Cooke on the 
5,240‑metre summit of Mount Lucania, 
third highest peak entirely in Canada. The 
landing remains the highest on record for 

1967 Centennial climbing expedition celebrated 

Filmmaker Glen Crawford captured Canada’s highest peak, 5,959-metre Mount Logan for a film on the 
1967 Yukon Centennial climbing expedition. photo:  glen crawforD

From left, Chic Scott, pilot Yukon pilot Tom Bradley and Glen Crawford relax after a three-hour flight 
around the Yukon’s Saint Elias Mountains to capture film footage. photo:  glen crawforD
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Then Crawford settled into the work 
of shaping footage into a film. Initially 
planning on a 15 to 20‑minute film, 
the amount and quality of the footage 
demanded more. 

“The story grew as we worked on it,” 
Crawford said. “My goal with the film 
was to capture the stories from those 
involved and weave them together into a 
film that tells the story of their adventure 
and achievements. It’s been a big project 
and it’s been WAY more time consuming 
than anticipated. A bonus of the project 
was getting to work with Chic Scott. He’s 
an amazing mountain historian and it’s 
been fun swapping stories and getting to 
know him.”

For his part, Scott praised Crawford 
for completing the project in time 
for its premiere at the ACC’s AGM in 
Whitehorse on May 27, hosted at the 
MacBride Museum of Yukon History, 
a key supporter of the project. The 
museum’s new addition will feature a 
permanent exhibit celebrating YACE.

“I can’t say enough good about Glen, 
he worked all day and into the night to 
put the film together,” Scott said. “I guess 
I’m the producer, but it’s Glen’s film.”

Scott also credited Canmore’s Jerry 
Auld for animating a series of maps for 
the film, and for adding dynamic touches 
to historic still photos. A professional was 
hired to narrate the film, and Robinson 
helped write the script. 

While the YACE was well‑docu‑
mented in Expedition Yukon, edited by 
Marnie Fisher and published in 1972, and 
in a 30th anniversary booklet by Fisher 
and R.W. Sandford published by the 
ACC, the film will showcase the story to a 
wider audience. 

The interviews, Scott said, combined 
with their flight over and around the 
Centennial Range revealed to him how 
difficult the peaks were for the climbing 
teams, not all of whom were successful 
in summitting.

“The one thing I learned, they’re hard 
peaks,” Scott said. “These were not walk‑
ups. They’re steep with narrow ridges, 
crumbly rock, huge cornices and no pro‑
tection. They had very little information 
on them and they were difficult moun‑
tains. They really had their work cut out 
for them. It was a fabulous expedition.”

Oct 28 – Nov 5 2017

banffmountainfestival.ca 
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32 Backcountry Huts

On the Continental Divide between Mounts 
Victoria and Lefroy, the Abbot Pass Hut has 
been a base for mountaineers for 95 years.  
Photo:  Paul Zizka – www.zizka.ca
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David Fisher who was then the ACC’s 
Eastern Vice President, particularly 
raising the necessary funds that much 
exceeded the $25,000 grant. In the end, 
the expedition received $77,000 from 
government sources with most of the 
rest of the $132,000 total coming from 
camp fees—$250 each for International 
and Centennial team members, and $200 
for the General Mountaineering Camp 
participants. 

The first phase of the 1967 YACE was 
Good Neighbour Peak, the virgin 15,720‑
foot south summit of Mount Vancouver 
to be climbed by a joint team of four 
Canadians led by Monty Alford and 
four Americans led by Vin Hoeman. The 
south summit lies on the international 
boundary while the north peak, at 15,860 
feet, first climbed in 1949, and the 15,800‑
foot central peak are entirely in Canada. 
On June 19 and 21, ski planes landed 
the team members on Valerie Glacier at 
about 7,000 feet on the U.S. side below 
the south ridge. During a week of good 
and bad weather they carried loads up 
to the ridge in deep snow, then along an 
icy ridge with sections of friable rock to 
pitch camps at 10,300 feet, 11,800 feet and 
14,000 feet. On June 25 they all reached 
the summit, and five climbers continued 

The 1967 Yukon Alpine Centennial Expedition
by DonalD morton

With Canada celebrating its 
150th birthday this year, it 
is appropriate to retell the 

story of the Yukon Alpine Centennial 
Expedition (YACE) of 1967. Much of the 
story is covered by the excellent book 
Expedition Yukon edited by Marnie Fisher 
and published by Thomas Nelson.

To recognize the 100th anniversary of 
Confederation, the Federal Government 
encouraged communities and organiz‑
ations to propose projects for grants up 
to $25,000 each. In thinking about what 
the Yukon Territory might do, Craig 
Hughes, legal advisor to the Territory 
Commissioner, suggested choosing 
a range of peaks in the Saint Elias 
Mountains to be climbed and named by 
parties from each of the provinces and 
territories, as well as a peak on the border 
with Alaska in recognition of the United 
States having purchased that territory 
from Russia in 1867. Monty Alford of the 
Federal Department of Energy, Mines 
and Resources, who was in Whitehorse 
at the time, identified an east‑west group 
of unclimbed peaks between the Chitina 
and Walsh Glaciers with altitudes above 
10,000 feet that would be suitable.

The project needed climbers, so 
Hughes and Alford contacted The Alpine 
Club of Canada, which had already 

suggested to the American Alpine Club 
a joint climb of a border peak. The ACC 
happily joined the project and decided to 
locate their regular 1967 summer moun‑
taineering camp in the same area.

Soon the major work organizing 
the project became the responsibility of 

Mount British Columbia team members (from left) Karl Winter, Andy Gruft, Ralph Hutchinson and Byron 
Olson relax at T-Bone Base Camp.    |    Repos au camp de base T-Bone des membres du mont British 
Columbia. De la gauche : Karl Winter, Andy Gruft, Ralph Hutchinson et Byron Olson.  photo:  Don morton 

From left, Pat  Baird, Jim Caldwell and Jim Ferguson climb the summit ridge of Mount Northwest. 
De la gauche : Pat Baird, Jim Caldwell et Jim Ferguson grimpent la crête du sommet du mont Northwest.  
photo:  Don morton



to the central peak. Four climbers carried 
on to make the second ascent of Mount 
Vancouver, by a new route. Then the 
weather deteriorated keeping everyone 
in the highest camp four nights, another 
night in Camp 1 and four more at the 
base before everyone could fly out.

The Centennial Range had 10 peaks 
named for the provinces, and two for 
the territories at that time, Yukon and 
Northwest, with the highest at 12,321 
feet called Centennial Peak. Each had a 
representative team of four climbers to 
be split among three base camps. These 
were established by helicopter flights on 
July 8 and 9 from a snow transfer station 
at 8,470 feet serviced by planes with both 
wheels and skis from near Kluane Lake. I 
was fortunate to be able to join the group 
assigned to Mount Northwest, possibly 
because there were not many applicants 
from the Territory. Our leader most 
appropriately was Pat Baird, whom I 
knew from the ACC 1963 and 1965 exped‑
itions to Baffin Island. On the Mount 
Yukon team camped beside us was Mike 
McCallum, who also had been with Baird 
in 1965.

Mount Northwest rose directly 
above the west side of the T‑Bone 

Mount Northwest climbing team leader Pat Baird 
is well-prepared for the 1967 ascent.
Pat Baird, chef de l'équipe du mont Northwest, fin 
prêt pour l'ascension de 1967.   
photo:  Don morton
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Glacier where we were camped so first 
we explored a direct route, but retreated 
from steep loose rock. Instead, during a 
27‑hour exploration we found an easier 
route from the south up rock and snow 
passing near the summit of Mount Yukon 
which descended rather steeply to the 
col with Northwest. We returned on July 
15 for another 27‑hour day following the 
Yukon climbers. While they went to 
claim their snow summit we descended 
again to the col and up a ridge of mixed 
snow and rock on Northwest. As I was 
about to lead along a much‑corniced 
snow ridge to a slightly higher point, 
Baird very wisely declared we had 
reached the summit and unfurled the 
territory and expedition flags. By July 24, 
with the exception of particularly chal‑
lenging Mount Saskatchewan, all teams 
reached their objectives or, like us, as 
close as safety would permit.

The final phase of the YACE was the 
two general camps, each being two weeks 
long between July 15 and August 13 with 
about 100 climbers in each session. The 
base camp at 5,700 feet was adjacent to 
the Steele Glacier, which that year was 
in a surge mode with huge quantities 
of jumbled ice flowing at 50 feet per 
day towards its terminus. Helicopters 
carried people and gear from the end of 
a mine road off the Alaska Highway to 
the vicinity of the main camp and later 
to drop‑off points and out camps below 
more distant objectives. The rope leaders 
were ACMG Mountain Guides Peter 
Furhmann, Hans Gmoser and Hans 
Schwarz, Club members Bob Hind, 
Michael Matthews, Scipio Merler, Don 
Morrison, Roger Neave, Gerrit Schlee 
and John Tewnion and visitor from 
Britain Lord John Hunt. During the 
four weeks of the general camp climbing 
teams made a remarkable 14 first ascents 
of peaks between 9,000 and 12,000 
feet as well as four ascents of 14,780‑
foot Mount Walsh, one of 15,885‑foot 
Mount Wood and two of 16,644‑foot 
Mount Steele. The nine highest of the 
first ascents, plus three others previously 
climbed, now officially have the names of 
12 early presidents of the ACC.

Montreal and Vancouver Island  Section 
member Donald C. Morton lives in Saint-
Bruno-de-Montarville, Quebec.

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/mgb/


National Volunteer Awards

The Alpine Club of Canada extends its congratulations to 
the following devoted volunteers who were recognized 

for their outstanding contributions to the national and/or 
section levels of the Club in 2015. A description of the recipi‑
ents’ accomplishments can be found on the ACC’s website at 
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/awards/.

Prix nationaux pour bénévoles

Félicitations aux bénévoles dévoués, mentionnés ci‑dessous, 
qui furent reconnus pour leurs contributions exceptionnelles 

au Club Alpin du Canada en 2015, tant au niveau national 
qu’au niveau des sections. Une description des réalisations 
des récipindaires est disponible sur le site web du CAC au 
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/awards/.

A.O. Wheeler Legacy Award:  for outstanding and varied 
contributions to the Club over many years.

Ruthie Oltmann, Rocky Mountain Section

Honorary Membership:  for strong and sustained commitment 
to the Canadian mountain environment and mountaineering.

Karl Ricker, Whistler Section

Distinguished Service Award:  for outstanding service to the 
Club. 

Bryon Caldwell, Calgary Section
John Booth, Jasper/Hinton Section
Willa Harasym, Vancouver Section 

Silver Rope for Leadership:  for demonstrating technical skills 
and leadership abilities of a high calibre in mountaineering or ski 
mountaineering over a number of years.

Robert Denson, Edmonton Section
Rick Checkland, Edmonton Section

Don Forest Service Award:  for significant service to the Club.
George Ormerod, Calgary Section
Clare Ormerod, Calgary Section

Tobias Link, Calgary Section
Brad Friesen, Manitoba and Saint‑Boniface Sections

Brian Gilchrist, Manitoba Section
Donna McColl, Edmonton Section

Lil Lezarre, Edmonton Section
Lorne Filewych, Calgary and Rocky Mountain Sections

Eric Brooks Leader Award:  for demonstrating strong 
commitment to learning and applying technical and leader skills.

Nathalie Drotar, Calgary Section
Gerry Drotar, Calgary Section

Steven Rockarts, Edmonton Section
Martin Hofmann, Vancouver Island Section

Luca Jungen, Calgary Section
Susan Twitchell, Calgary Section
Paul Trudeau,  Edmonton Section

Thomas McElroy, Edmonton Section

Many thanks to the members of the Awards Committee: Un grand merci aux membres du Comité des prix :
André Mahé (Chair/président, section Saint-Boniface), Paul Geddes (Vancouver and Toronto Sections), Tom Haslam-Jones (Montreal Section), 
Dave McCormick (Saskatchewan Section), Rod Plasman (Rocky Mountain Section) and Bill Scott (Ottawa Section).

David Fisher, alors vice‑président du 
CAC à l’Ouest, spécialement pour la 
levée des fonds nécessaires, qui excédaient 
largement la subvention de 25 000 $. En 
fin de compte, l’expédition reçut 77 000 
dollars de sources gouvernementales, 
avec la majeure partie du reste du total 
de 132 000 $ provenant des frais de camp 
— 250 $ pour chacun des membres de 
l’équipe internationale et du centenaire 
et 200 $ pour les participants du Camp 
général d’alpinisme. 

La première phase du YACE de 1967 
était l’escalade du « pic Bon Voisin » 
(Good Neighbour Peak), cime sud vierge 
de 15 720 pieds du mont Vancouver, 
par une équipe conjointe de quatre 
Canadiens dirigés par Monty Alford et 
de quatre Américains dirigés par Vin 
Hoeman. La cime sud se trouve sur la 

1967 : L’expédition alpine du Centenaire au Yukon
par DonalD morton

Tandis que le Canada célèbre son 
150e anniversaire cette année, il 
convient de raconter l’histoire 

de l’expédition alpine du Centenaire 
au Yukon (YACE) de 1967. L’essentiel 
de l’histoire est couvert dans l’excellent 
« Expedition Yukon », édité par Marnie 
Fisher et publié chez Thomas Nelson, 
1972. Pour reconnaître le 100e anniversaire 
de la confédération, le gouvernement 
fédéral encourageait les communautés 
et les organisations à proposer des pro‑
jets pour des subventions allant jusqu’à 
25 000 $ chacune. Pensant à ce que le 
territoire du Yukon pourrait faire, Craig 
Hughes, conseiller juridique du commis‑
saire des Territoires, suggéra de choisir 
une gamme de sommets de la chaîne St. 
Elias à escalader et nommer par des partis 
de chacune des provinces et territoires, 

ainsi qu’un pic à la frontière de l’Alaska 
en reconnaissance de l’achat par les États‑
Unis de ce territoire à la Russie en 1867. 
Monty Alford, du ministère fédéral de 
l’Énergie, des Mines et des Ressources, 
qui était à Whitehorse à l’époque, iden‑
tifia un groupe est‑ouest de sommets 
encore vierges entre les glaciers Chitina et 
Walsh et avec des altitudes supérieures à 
10 000 pieds qui feraient l’affaire. 

Comme le projet avait besoin de 
grimpeurs, Hughes et Alford contactèrent 
le Club alpin du Canada, qui avait déjà 
suggéré la montée en commun d’un som‑
met frontalier à l’American Alpine Club. 
Le CAC s’est joint volontiers au projet et 
décida de situer son habituel camp d’été 
dans la même région. 

Bientôt, l’essentiel de l’organisation 
du projet devenait la responsabilité de 



Pendant les quatre semaines du camp 
général, les équipes d’escalade ont fait 
un remarquable bilan d’ascensions, soit 
14 premières ascensions de pics entre 9 
000 et 12 000 pieds, quatre ascensions 
du mont Walsh de 14 780 pieds, une du 
mont Wood de 15 885 pieds, deux du 
mont Steele de 16 644 pieds. Les 9 plus 
hautes des premières ascensions et trois 
autres précédemment grimpées portent à 
présent le nom officiel de 12 des premiers 
présidents du CAC. 

Le membre de Vancouver Island et 
Montréal section Donald C. Morton habite 
Saint-Bruno-de-Montarville, Québec. 

assez abruptement vers le col avec le mont 
Northwest. Nous y sommes retournés le 
15 juillet pour 27 heures de plus, en suivant 
les grimpeurs du Yukon. Pendant qu’ils 
allaient réclamer leur sommet de neige, 
nous sommes encore allés au col puis à 
une crête de neige et de roche mêlées sur 
Northwest. Alors que j’allais nous guider 
le long d’une crête de neige très coudée 
vers un point légèrement plus élevé, Baird 
a très sagement déclaré que nous avions 
atteint le sommet et déploya les drapeaux 
du territoire et de l’expédition. Le 24 
juillet, à l’exception du particulièrement 
difficile mont Saskatchewan, toutes les 
équipes atteignaient leurs objectifs ou, 
comme nous, aussi loin que la sécurité le 
permettait. 

La phase finale de l’expédition Yukon 
était les deux camps généraux, chacun 
d’une durée de deux semaines entre le 
15 juillet et le 13 août pour environ 100 
grimpeurs par séance. Le camp de base 
à 5 700 pieds était adjacent au glacier de 
Steele, cette année‑là en mode d’afflux 
avec de grandes quantités de glace mêlée 
circulant à 50 pieds par jour vers sa station 
finale. Les hélicoptères transportaient les 
gens et l’équipement de l’extrémité d’une 
route minière près de la route de l’Alaska 
jusqu’au voisinage du camp principal, et 
plus tard à des points de dépôt et camps 
extérieurs sous des objectifs plus distants. 
Les chefs de cordée étaient les guides de 
montagne ACMG Peter Furhmann, Hans 
Gmoser et Hans Schwarz, les membres 
du Club Bob Hind, Michael Matthews, 
Scipio Merler, Don Morrison, Roger 
Neave, Gerrit Schlee et John Tewnion et 
le visiteur britannique Lord John Hunt. 

frontière internationale alors que le pic 
nord, à 15 860 pieds, d’abord escaladé 
en 1949, et le pic central de 15 800 pieds 
sont entièrement au Canada. Les 19 et 
21 juin, des avions sur ski déposaient les 
membres sur Valerie Glacier à quelque 
7 000 pieds sur le côté américain sous 
la crête sud. Pendant une semaine de 
temps bon ou mauvais, ils transportèrent 
des charges jusqu’à la crête dans la neige 
profonde, puis le long d’une crête glacée 
avec des sections de roche friable pour 
monter des campements à 10 300 pieds, 
11 800 pieds et 14 000 pieds. Le 25 juin 
ils atteignaient tous le sommet, et cinq 
grimpeurs ont continué vers le pic central. 
Quatre grimpeurs continuèrent pour faire 
la seconde ascension du mont Vancouver 
par une voie nouvelle. Puis le temps s’est 
détérioré et a retenu tout le monde quatre 
nuits dans le camp le plus haut, en plus 
d’une nuit dans le camp 1 et encore quatre 
à la base avant de pouvoir repartir en 
avion. 

La chaîne Centennial avait 10 som‑
mets nommés d’après les provinces et 
deux pour les territoires de l’époque 
(Yukon et Nord‑Ouest), le plus élevé, à 
12 321 pieds, s’appelant Centennial Peak 
(ou mont Centenaire). Chacun avait une 
équipe représentative de quatre grimpeurs 
répartis sur trois camps de base. Ceux‑ci 
ont été établis par vols d’hélicoptères les 8 
et 9 juillet partis d’une station de transfert 
à 8 470 pieds desservie par des avions 
dotés de roues comme de skis, près du lac 
Kluane. J’ai eu la chance de pouvoir join‑
dre le groupe assigné au mont Northwest, 
peut‑être parce qu’il n’y avait pas beau‑
coup de postulants de ce territoire. À 
raison, notre dirigeant était Pat Baird, 
que je connaissais par les expéditions du 
CAC de 1963 et 1965 à l’île de Baffin. De 
l’équipe du mont Yukon campée à côté de 
nous, Mike McCallum avait aussi été avec 
Baird en 1965. 

Le mon Northwest s’élevant directe‑
ment au‑dessus du côté ouest du glacier 
T‑Bone où nous étions installés, nous 
avons d’abord exploré un itinéraire direct 
où de la roche meuble et escarpée nous 
a fait reculer. Au lieu de cela, lors d’une 
exploration de 27 heures, nous avons 
trouvé un chemin plus facile à partir du 
rocher sud et de la neige passant près du 
sommet du mont Yukon, qui descendait 

De l'équipe mont Yukon : Mike MacCallum, Hugo 
Hohener, Bill Louie et Jim White suivant une crête 
vers leur sommet, en arrière-plan. 
Mount Yukon team members Mike MacCallum, 
Hugo Hohener, Bill Louie and Jim White 
follow a ridge en route to their summit, in the 
background. photo:  Don morton

Rollie Reader (à gauche) et Sev Heiberg déploient les drapeaux provincial et d'expédition au sommet du 
mont Ontario.     |    Rollie Reader (left) and Sev Heiberg display the provincial and expedition flags on the 
summit of Mount Ontario. photo:  helmut microys



PSST!
Have you experienced an 

unforgettable ACC adventure? Want 
to see it published in the Gazette?

Contact the Gazette editor at 
gazette@alpineclubofcanada.ca to 
have your article, story or event 
published in the Gazette.

friends who were doing the same thing 
in years past were gone. What do you do? 
Backcountry skiing out in the mountains 
by yourself is okay once in a while but 
can get a little boring. Been there, done 
that! It’s better to have some people to 
share the fun and experience with. The 
tougher and riskier objectives are out. You 
don’t want to run into any trouble when 
you’re solo. Maybe time to join a club, I 
surmised? 

A number of years ago I found The 
Alpine Club of Canada’s Calgary and 
Rocky Mountain Sections filled that void 
perfectly. I’ve met many like‑minded 
individuals of various ages and abilities, 
some seeking thrills or accomplishments 
and others just trying to enjoy outdoor 
recreation, but all of them ready to hit the 
mountains. The Club provides the oppor‑
tunity to refresh skills and learn new ones 
by offering courses that are reasonably 
priced. There are the informative and 
sometimes entertaining Club meetings, 
social get‑togethers and membership 
perks. Being a trip leader for the Rocky 
Mountain and Calgary sections allows 
me to introduce and share with other 
members some of the impressive moun‑
tain areas I’ve been to and have skied. 
Also, with my schedule, I find that it is 
more practical and convenient to choose 
and organize trips myself and have other 
interested people join. Day trips or multi‑
day experiences, members are generally 
happy to contribute, participate or lead. 

Yes, powder makes no friends! People 
make friends and the ACC is a good place 
to connect with both. 

Keen backcountry skier Brent Hepfner 
belongs to the ACC’s Calgary and Rocky 
Mountain Sections.

by brent hepfner

When you and your fellow 
backcountry skiers are finally 
gathered at the top, ripping 

skins and staring down an untracked, 
blower run, in gleeful anticipation you 
quickly survey and select your best line. 
Your senses focus, the steepness excites, 
any stability concern all but disappears 
and suddenly there’s not too much regard 
for your companions anymore because 
it’s time…

Many of you know what I am talking 
about—dropping into a fresh, steep line, 
high up on a mountain. Exhilaration 
is followed by a controlled, rhythmic 
performance. For many of us this is the 
grand prize in itself. By employing good 
snow, terrain with pitch, a pair of boards 
and a bit of agility we enjoy magnificent 
powder skiing and backcounty adventure 
during the ski season. Many of us even 
train or surround ourselves with physical 
activities and workouts throughout the 
year for the main purpose of keeping in 
shape for it. The better your conditioning, 
the more fun you can have by going 
higher, longer and steeper or do more laps 
in glorious powder. There is definitely a 
strong attraction to it, especially once you 

become somewhat competent. This is not 
to say that the tour itself or the striking 
mountain vistas or even the fresh air and 
exercise is not valuable and worthwhile. 
They certainly form part of the total 
package experienced. 

I am not a young backcountry skier 
anymore, but there was that period for 
sure, when pretty much all my winter 
recreation was ski touring/mountaineer‑
ing and most of my circle of friends were 
doing the exact same thing. In 1987, my 
main backcountry ski partner and I were 
married. She still likes getting out with 
me for a tour on her tellies, albeit not 
when it is too cold, too windy or too far. 
Gradually the circle of friends who joined 
with me for mountain activities grew 
smaller over the years as people simply 
disappeared into their careers, families or 
life in general. I was no exception to this 
either, but always managed to keep my 
hand into my favourite recreation. 

As life progressed and everything 
eventually matured, career wise and 
family wise, and with kids becoming 
young adults out on their own, I found 
a lot more free time. My passion for 
the activity blossomed but the circle of 

Brent Hepfner takes a smile break while leading an ACC trip in B.C.'s West Kootenays.  
photo: brent hepfner collection

What my ACC means to me
Powder makes no friends



Choose between an 8 or 9 day journey into history, civilization 
and, of course, food—the base of the trail’s very existence.

Travellers will enjoy beautiful scenery, unforgettable views, 
silence, and uncontaminated nature during the walk from 
Piedmont towards the Ligurian Sea.

Small groups of 6 or 7 people to better enjoy the experience, 
enhanced by comfortable typical accommodations and 
supported by van. 

La Via Del Sale – The Salt Path
A very ancient trail in Northern Italy, used since ancient times to carry salt to the rich interior plains. 

www.letswalkitaly.com
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Flat rappel knots: Concerns and a solution
by orvel miskiw

Are you on edge about flat joining 
knots for rappels—ever since 
that last accident where the ropes 

came apart? If you aren’t, maybe you 
should be. In any case, here’s a simple and 
complete solution. 

Put a ring on it. 
Although the real benefit of flat knots 

for joining rappel ropes is debatable, 
they clearly have a lot of appeal in their 
simplicity and the way they run smoothly 
over terrain, and have become very 
popular through the years. At the same 
time, however, much has been made of 
the potential for some flat knots to roll, 

EDK with basal ring keeper 
As shown, the two tails are first fed 

through the ring and then the knot is 
tied in the tails beyond the ring. The ring 
prevents the ropes from spreading the 
knot. The ring may be round or oval or 
other shapes but must be small enough to 
prevent any part of a knot from pulling 
through it, and should be strong enough 
to support at least twice the body weight 
of a person. (This is discretionary but 
should be fair: in fact, during rappelling, 
the ring will normally need to withstand 
a maximum of only about half of the 
rappeller’s weight.)

Rap ring won’t work—slips  
over the knot 

A standard 1.5 inch or 3.8 centimetre 
rappel ring is not suitable—it’s too large 
and may slip over the knot as shown above. 

I’ve done tension tests with these 
ring keepers on flat knots to verify their 
effectiveness, and the results are stunning. 
A flat figure‑eight knot, a flat double 
overhand and even the Euro death knot 
(EDK—a single overhand) were all tested 
to more than a ton of tension without 
rolling or any other tendency to fail. The 
rings also limited the tightening of the 
knots, and of course remained intact.

Orvel Miskiw is the ACC Calgary Section’s Director of Safety who is always on the lookout 
for new or unusual safety problems and solutions.

invert or “capsize” under load, sometimes 
repeatedly and consuming the tails 
until they come apart, potentially with 
deadly results. Such incidents are rare 
and the indicated common causes are 
sloppy knots, mixed rope sizes, slick rope 
coatings, short tails, and bad weather or 
environment such as snow, water or mud 

which make the ropes slippery. 
The unavoidable feature of all flat 

knots that can only aggravate a tendency 
to come apart under load is the opposite 
loading of a common opening in the knot 
by the two ropes. That prevents the knot 
from tightening and actually works to 
spread it on one side.

Possible flat knot rings 
This common adverse feature of flat 

knots can be completely defeated by the 
use of a small metal ring at the base of 
the knot—a 1.5‑inch link from a transport 
chain is ideal for this purpose. The image 
above illustrates the size of the opening 
is about 1.25 inches by 0.5 inches. They 
can be obtained by sawing through alter‑
nate links in a chain, but are otherwise 
indestructible and can be re‑used forever. 
A smaller link (left) would seem more 
convincing for smaller ropes; a quick 
link (right) may be OK for larger ropes 
but wouldn’t restrict the spreading effect 
as well.

www.letswalkitaly.com
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quickly spoke with and assisted the 
climber above into the protection of 
the roof, he was in shock but nothing 
life threatening.

As the rain slowed, people kept rap‑
ping in and we had no choice but to keep 
moving. I decided to fix two 60‑metre 
ropes together and just fire people 
through. One after another climbers 
descended on the rap line which inched 
longer and skinnier. We regrouped near 
the rockpile at the glacier toe, everyone 
a little wide‑eyed but happy to be out of 
the way. Pat was still in fourth‑class ter‑
rain dealing with his own conditions but 
moving slow and steady. As we returned 
to Conrad Kain Hut other climbers saw 
it in my face. Wow!

Monte and I quickly regrouped, and 
armed with our guide’s packs and some 
food and tea, we ran back to the bottom 
of the col to watch over the scene and 
greet Pat with his adventure weary guests. 
Climber after climber continued to 
descend on the fixed ropes—the cost of 
doing business and simply trying to keep 
each other as safe as possible.

So many lessons. Anticipating after‑
noon convection is so important, as is 
having options to mitigate hazards and 
using them when needed. In hindsight, 
maybe the Snowpatch/Pigeon rappels 
would have been safer—but maybe not? 
Or, just hunkering down and waiting it 
out would have been the best option. As 
we head into another summer filled with 
adventures and high peaks, go for it with 
a pocket full of options to pull from, and 
keep an eye on those clouds! 

CU in the hills.
ACMG Mountain Guide Jeff Bullock 

runs www.alpineairadventures.com

Alpine Start: Feet down, heads up
by Jeff bullock

What climber does not want to 
visit the Bugaboos? 

This world‑renowned 
climbing zone has routes for any aspiring 
or expert climber—wild alpine granite 
draped in Canadian ice. Spectacular! 

The Bugaboo‑Snowpatch col is 
infamous for mid‑season mood swings 
and probably the Bugs’ best known 
problem. It is also the quickest access to 
many classic routes. Early August is often 
the turning point for the BS col, and one 
particular year it was reasonable—until it 
wasn’t.

It had been an exciting week with 
good weather and great conditions, and 
guides and their guests shared mutual 
motivation and excitement. One day 
Monte, Pat and I had all three of our 
teams climbing the Kain route on 
Bugaboo Spire, using the BS col with 
confidence in the morning thanks to a 
good freeze and decent bridging. 

As Monte and I cruised up the Kain 
route, a quick‑moving pair approached 
just below the gendarme. With the faint 
sound of whistling and their walkabout 
radios loud with Italian chatter, it became 
obvious that someone was injured. Monte 
quickly raised CMH’s Bugaboo Lodge 
on his handheld radio and the Italians 
bailed to help their friends back in the 
col, almost running through the easy, but 
exposed, fifth‑class terrain.

It turned out one of their friends 
had slipped somewhere above the 
bergschrund in the BS col, and although 
not life threatening the injuries sustained 
still required a flight out to hospital in 
Invermere, BC. It appeared she caught air 
off the high‑side crevasse and basically 
splatted on the underlapping flats below. 
There were rumors of light footwear and 
no crampons—not ideal with a good 
freeze. We’d eliminated all the big vari‑
ables by wearing boots and crampons.

We continued and summited in good 
time, even spending some time relaxing 
on the top and watching the whole rescue 
come and go over a period of about 90 
minutes. On our descent, the afternoon 
convection clouds were building, as they 
do, mid‑summer towers of cumulus 
clouds rising out of East Creek. I did feel 
a little pressure to move our three groups 
of three quickly down to the col. 

Nearing the bottom of the Kain route 
an intense rainfall began, with lightening. 
This of course flushed many others off 
the walls. Reaching the first rap station 
we were met by a few other groups, and 
people kept showing up soaked and 
lining up to rap.

Should we stay or should we go? 
Monte and I were in queue and Pat was 
about halfway down the Kain route. We 
were up next, and this is where decision 
making got complicated with groups 
waiting on us, and groups below as we 
went for it. Of course, understanding the 
terrain and the amount of precipitation 
which was falling, I was hesitant. We 
moved people down to the second rap 
station, which that year was just left of 
center and protected by a roof. I felt safe 
there and wanted to wait it out, but a duo 
arrived which made eight people, with 
another person just leaving the first rap, 
not to mention a solo climber in sneakers 
and shorts sketching his way down. My 
senses were tingling and considering 
the human factors that were quickly up 
against Mother Nature, the situation was 
not ideal.

I learnt that day if you hear a growl 
from the mountain, just hang tough and 
position yourself safely. I recall the sound 
and looking at one of the others who, by 
the look on his face, clearly heard it too. 
Seconds later, just as the solo climber left 
and I had Monte on lower to scope out 
the ’schrund crossing, a refrigerator‑sized 
piece of granite dislodged. On its rapid 
descent it first side‑swiped the climber 
above us cutting his ropes and skinning 
clothing and epidermis from his left side. 
Luckily it was not a direct hit and he 
was quick enough to dig in and not fall 
as screaming from his girlfriend above 
echoed off the north wall of Snowpatch. 
The roof we were cowering under took 
a direct hit from the main block which 
caught air and was on course to hit the 
soloist and Monte. The quick‑footed 
soloist managed to side‑step and Monte, 
luckily, had the ’schrund to jump into—
probably the only time Monte wanted 
to jump into a crevasse, I’m sure, but it 
worked. Moments later his head popped 
out about 25 metres below as I yelled for 
his response. All good! More hollering 
ensued along with smaller rockfall. I 

http://ospreypacks.com
http://exped.com


TALON | TEMPEST
Light, nimble and ventilated, this multi-sport chameleon 

features a redesigned AirScape™ back panel to limit perspiration 
and a carry system that stabilizes loads during dynamic activities. A variety 

of volumes accommodate everything from minimalist day hikes to lightweight 
backpacking trips, or any active pursuits like reaching the summit of Mount Cheam in BC.

The iconic series, elevated.

Difficulty: 
intermediate

Time: 
4.5 hours

Elevation Gain: 
700 meters

Mount Cheam, BC

w w w. e x p e d . c o m

SYNMAT  
HYPERLITE
THE WORLD’S LIGHTEST MAT AT 
ITS WARMTH AND COMFORT LEVELS.

The perfect 3-season mat to fit in the smallest tent with its 

tapered profile and the new anti-slip GripSkin coating. The duo 

version includes two separate halves, so there is no wobbling 

interference to companion.

 COMPACT
 INSULATION
 SOLO / DUO VERSION

TALON | TEMPEST
Light, nimble and ventilated, this multi-sport chameleon 

features a redesigned AirScape™ back panel to limit perspiration 
and a carry system that stabilizes loads during dynamic activities. A variety 

of volumes accommodate everything from minimalist day hikes to lightweight 
backpacking trips, or any active pursuits like reaching the summit of Mount Cheam in BC.

The iconic series, elevated.

Difficulty: 
intermediate

Time: 
4.5 hours

Elevation Gain: 
700 meters

Mount Cheam, BC

w w w. e x p e d . c o m

SYNMAT  
HYPERLITE
THE WORLD’S LIGHTEST MAT AT 
ITS WARMTH AND COMFORT LEVELS.

The perfect 3-season mat to fit in the smallest tent with its 

tapered profile and the new anti-slip GripSkin coating. The duo 

version includes two separate halves, so there is no wobbling 

interference to companion.

 COMPACT
 INSULATION
 SOLO / DUO VERSION

http://ospreypacks.com
http://exped.com
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into a man from Pennsylvania twice in 
some of the most isolated places in NH. 
Continuing east, we reached the base of 
the Wildcat‑Carter Range and decided 
to hike up the side of steep Wildcat 
Mountain until the sun came down to 
spare our legs from as much climbing as 
possible in the morning.

Morning came quick and from above 
treeline we could see Mount Washington 
across the valley being blasted by the 
sun’s early rays, giving it an orange 
glow. We finally reached the summit 
of Wildcat only to stare down into the 
Carter notch 300 metres below. We had 
to hike down to the Carter Notch Hut 
and then back up 400 metres to the 
summit of Carter Dome, all in the span 
of three kilometres. Needless to say, our 
legs were cooked after reaching Carter 
Dome summit, but the good news was 
that it was mostly downhill from there to 
the car. 

After reaching the last two summits of 
our hike, south and middle Carter moun‑
tains, we walked down to Highway 16. 
Our car was only four kilometres away, 
but we managed to find a father/son duo 
who gave us a lift. After 76 kilometres 
and more than 6,000 metres of elevation 
gain, a sit‑down meal was in order. Have 
you ever worked so hard that after the 
work is over your body kind of shuts 
down and you get cold even though its 
20 degrees outside? Well, that happened 
to Grant. He was the only one in the 
restaurant wearing four top layers, includ‑
ing a down jacket. Gradually, as his meal 
went down, his body warmed up and he 
removed some layers. 

busting, ankle twisting rock hopping. 
The rocks were relentless, but the views 
from under above the clouds made it 
worth every step. Around 3 p.m. we 
finally reached Mount Washington’s 
6,288‑foot/1,916.6‑metre summit. This 
mountain‑turned‑tourist‑attraction is 
the highest point in the northeastern U.S. 
and holds the record for the highest wind 
speed ever recorded outside a tropical 
cyclone at a mind‑blowing 372 kilometres 
per hour. Now packed with buildings—
weather station, canteen and several 
historical buildings—one can reach the 
summit via the auto road, the cog railway 
or by foot. Needless to say, the summit 
was packed with tourists too. 

After enjoying a chilli dog at the 
summit canteen, we carried on to our 
campsite at the southern end of the 
range. On our way, we ran into many 
Appalachian Trail (AT) thru‑hikers who 
were travelling to Mount Katahdin in 
Maine, 2,190 miles north from their 
starting point in Georgia. We even met a 
woman who was hiking the AT in san‑
dals, with four of her toes bloodied. 

Our travels on day two were mostly 
eastbound, and once off the Presidential 
Range (which runs north to south) 
the terrain transformed to a cushiony 
dirt path our feet were grateful for. We 
stopped on top of a hill called Mount 
Isolation, which stands true to its name 
by being nine and a half kilometres from 
the nearest road. On the summit, we 
encountered a gentleman with a familiar 
face—we had met him four months ear‑
lier on the Pemi Loop. I’m still stunned 
thinking about the odds of us running 

Weekend über-loop delivers mountain high
by eric gratton

It was listed by Backpacker magazine 
as the second‑hardest day‑hike in the 
U.S., so in 2014 fellow Alpine Club of 

Canada Ottawa Section member Grant 
Blanchard and I decided we would tackle 
the Pemi Loop trail in New Hampshire’s 
Pemigewasset Wilderness. 

At 32 miles—51 kilometres—we 
opted to do it in two days, tacking on an 
additional four summits and seven extra 
miles (11 kilometres). After cancelling the 
trip in 2014 and again in 2015 due to ugly 
weather forecasts, we finally found a good 
weather window in the spring of 2016. 
From that point on, we both fell in love 
with long backpacking trips that could be 
completed over a weekend. The question 
now was, “How do you push the envelope 
on a 62‑kilometre hike over two days?”

The answer wasn’t as hard to find as 
we had thought. All we had to do was 
combine two of New Hampshire’s hard‑
est day hikes, the Presidential Traverse 
and the Wildcat‑Carter Traverse, into 
one stupidly long loop. After days of 
trying to find the shortest way to com‑
bine the two traverses into one loop we 
settled on our most practical option—a 
76‑kilometre loop over 14 of New 
Hampshire’s highest summits, with a 
total elevation gain of more than 6,000 
metres. Not being able to take lots of 
time off work on short notice, our plan 
was to get it done in three days. It would 
prove the hardest—and greatest—hike 
I’ve ever done.

Driving from Ottawa to the White 
Mountains on Wednesday night after 
work, we settled into a cheap motel in 
Gorham, NH. Following our unwritten 
budget rule, we were both accustomed to 
the red shag carpet and wood panelled 
walls of this comfy hotel. Our four o’clock 
alarm sounded within what seemed like a 
minute of falling asleep. After a 15‑minute 
drive, we saw the “Welcome to Maine” 
sign. “Welcome to Maine? This can’t be 
right!” We had missed the turn off and 
had driven right into Maine. We doubled 
back into New Hampshire and located 
our trailhead. 

Right out of the car our first climb 
was a 1,200—metre warm‑up, which 
led us onto the ridge of the Presidential 
Range. From there the terrain changed 
from nice soft forest floor to hard, knee 

Grant Blanchard hikes up to the summit of Mount Monroe with the slopes of Mount Washington in the 
background.  photo:  eric gratton
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MOUNTAIN ADVENTURES
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The Alpine Club of Canada

www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/adventures/
adventures@alpineclubofcanada.ca

Kokanee Hut Powder week
February 17 - 24 | TBD

Enjoy a fully guided and catered 
week in a comfortable hut. 

Women’s Ski Camp
March 10 - 15 | $1550

A unique opportunity to gain winter 
backcountry skills and ski tons of 
powder in an all-women setting.

Bow Yoho Traverse
April 6 - 13 and April 14 - 21 | $1695

Experience the Wapta from a different 
angle and come visit our newest hut.

The “Presi‑Carter loop”, as we 
named it, is by far the most challenging 
three‑day loop I’ve ever done in the 
northeastern United States. We met great 
people, from AT thru‑hikers to tourists 
on top of Mount Washington, and had 

Eric Gratton (left) and Grant Blanchard break for a summit shot on Mount Washington with the weather 
observatory behind them and Mount Adams in the background (left). photo:  grant blancharD

beautiful views that I’ll talk about for 
years to come. But before all, this hike 
was a great adventure with a great friend 
in a great and still wild part of the U.S. 

Eric Gratton belongs to the ACC Ottawa 
Section.

Every year, The Alpine Club of 
Canada celebrates those members who 
have been with the Club for 25, 35 and 
50 years. The Club recognizes these 
members with a special lapel pin, with 
the 25‑ and 35‑year members receiv‑
ing an attractive certificate and the 
50‑year members receiving a handsome 
wall plaque.

In 2017, 18 members reached the 
25‑year milestone, 18 members reached 
the 35‑year milestone. This year we are 
honouring three 50‑year members:

50 years
Joyce Clearihue, Victoria, BC

Jo Ann Creore, Edmonton, AB
Ron Royston, West Vancouver, BC

Congratulations!

b

Heritage Club

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/adventures/


2017 Board election

In accordance with Club Bylaws, we are happy to report the 
following results for 2017 of the recent call for candidates 
to the national Board of Directors:

David Foster, Ottawa —Services and Athletics
Frank Spears, Prince George—Activities
James Gudjonson, Kamloops—Facilities
Keith Sanford, Calgary—Treasurer
Lael Parrott, Okanagan—Access and Environment

After an intense review of applications the nomination 
committee determined that all applicants for Access and 
Environment were appropriate and therefore recommended to 
the Board an election for that position. However, two of the 
three candidates subsequently withdrew their candidacy. As a 
result the slate is acclaimed.
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The ACC community gives back: 
by Jolene livingstone 

Since she was 18, Lara Seward‑Guenette has hiked, moun‑
tain‑biked and skied across Europe, Australia and Asia. 
Everywhere she went, the lure of the mountains was 

inescapable. After finishing school in Victoria, she landed a 
practicum in Banff. 

“I bought a one‑way ticket and never looked back,” she said.
Before long, she was introduced to The Alpine Club of 

Canada when a friend invited her to a Club scramble up 3,544‑
metre Mount Temple, highest peak in the Lake Louise area. 

“I hadn’t really climbed, so this was a big thing for me,” 
Seward‑Guenette said. “I was extremely intimidated.”

But what she discovered was a “really fun group of people” 
who were happy to show her the ropes. As she grew more com‑
fortable with climbing, she participated in more Club activities. 
In 2002, the Rocky Mountain Section, to which she belongs, 
subsidized her participation in the Marmot Women’s Ski 
Camp. Grateful for the support and wanting to give back, she 
volunteered as a trip leader. That launched decades of donating 
her time and talent as a trip leader, Rocky Mountain Section 
Executive member (including newsletter editor and secretary) 
and Section Representative, all while committing three or four 
days a year to upgrading and refreshing her technical and leader‑
ship skills.

“The whole reason people join the ACC is to enjoy the moun‑
tains safely with like‑minded people,” Seward‑Guenette said. 
“The key to this is having volunteers who have the training to 
take people out confidently and competently.”

Seward‑Guenette is also passionate about the friends—
“they’re family, really”—she has met through the Club. “These 
friendships are special, deeper somehow, than the friends I’ve 
made in the city.”

No wonder. Few things cement a relationship more than 
having to trust someone with your life, relying on them to dig 
you out of an avalanche or having the rope skills to extract you 
from a crevasse. 

Lara met her French‑Canadian husband in 1999—a self‑de‑
scribed “ski bum” from francophone Northern Ontario—while 
volunteering for the ACC at the Banff Mountain Film Festival. 

“We had an instant connection,” she said. “I had just com‑
pleted my first avalanche course run by the ACC and he was 
excited to have someone to share backcountry adventures with.”

The couple has since shared countless alpine escapades, 
including one scare on Stanley Peak where they were both 
injured, but able to self‑evacuate to hospital. 

“This accident reminded me of the importance to continue 
to pursue skill development opportunities and continually learn 
more,” she said. “If there was a positive outcome of having an 
accident, it’s to never repeat the same mistake twice.” 

Now in their mid‑40s and early 50s, she and her husband 
both recently suffered serious health scares. They decided it was 
time to write a will to clearly state their wishes and take the 
stress off surviving family. 

Seward‑Guenette has directed a bequest to the ACC’s 
Leadership Development Fund. Because she’s benefited so much 
from leadership training, she wanted to ensure future generations 
have the same chances. 

Lara Seward-Guenette

“I hope people hear my story, and when planning their estate 
consider the charitable giving they can do,” she said. 

This spring, she signed her name to a letter distributed to 
all Club members, asking them to join her in donating to ACC 
priorities. She’s been touched by the response. 

“I invite all of you to give to those aspects of the Club you 
are most passionate about,” she said. “Adventures can’t happen 
without leaders. We need to entice more volunteer leaders to get 
engaged, and provide them with the best training possible. Club 
fees can’t pay for it alone—we need your help. Thank you for 
joining me.”

Lara Seward-Guenette refreshes her rope handling skills at the 2009 Marmot 
Women’s Climbing Camp in the Bugaboos. photo:  christina broDribb
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PM 42720012

SPRING 2016   
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DISPLAY UNTIL JUNE 10Cycle Montreal
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Classified ad Rates:
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Email your ad to:
ads@alpineclubofcanada.ca

10% disCount foR Canadians

suMMitCliMB and suMMittReK
Himalaya, aconcagua, africa & 

Seattle glacier ScHool

Climbing and walking trips for men 
and women with Dan Mazur.
All ages and abilities, expert to novice. 
Everest summit climbs, training 
climbs and treks. Mount Elbrus, Ama 
Dablam, Cho Oyu, Baruntse, North 
Col, Lhotse, Everest Glacier School, 
Island Peak, Muztagh Ata, Mera 
Peak, Shishapangma, Aconcagua, 
Kilimanjaro, Mount Kenya. Charity 
Service Walks near Everest, Seattle 
Glacier School during summer and 
Canada‑USA Friendship winter 
climbing school (free, no charge).

www.SummitClimb.com
Facebook.com/SummitClimbers

DanielMazur@SummitClimb.com
360-570-0715

Follow our progress on current expedi‑
tions updated daily on our blog at:

www.SummitClimbNews.com
Interested in becoming a mountain 
guide? Checkout:

www.leaderintraining.com !

CLASSIFIEDS

NOTICES

staY on toP of tHe neWs
Subscribe to the ACC NewsNet, our 
weekly e‑bulletin, to receive ACC 
national and regional news, mountain 
highlights and much more. Subscribe at 
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/newsnet

uPCoMinG deadlines
John Lauchlan Memorial Award:
Awarded annually to a lightweight 
Canadian team pursuing an innovative, 
bold, exploratory, environmentally 
sensitive, non‑commercial objective.
Application deadline: September 30. 

JohnLauchlanAward.com

have had my share of ACC adventures 
too. I attended the Club’s centennial 
celebrations in Winnipeg and Saint‑
Boniface, and rode CP Rail’s historic 
Empress train from Field to Rogers 
Pass, B.C. I have attended 16 Mountain 
Guides Balls, stayed in huts, hosted 
tradeshow booths and represented the 
Club at the Banff Mountain Festivals 
and Vancouver Outdoor Show. I painted 
a watercolour picture of A.O. Wheeler’s 
historic summer home in Banff National 
Park alongside his great‑granddaughter. 
I had the privilege of visiting both the 
public and behind‑the‑scenes areas of the 
Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies 
in Banff to see the ACC Library holdings 
and archival fonds. In the process of pro‑
ducing Gazettes, Canadian Alpine Journals 
and NewsNets, I have enjoyed stimulating, 
passionate—yet always respectful—dis‑
cussions on the English language with 
our editorial teams. I have worked with 
many ACC legends and authors on 
their Summit Series biographies. And 
I have seen some absolutely stunning 
photographs, which have been generously 
shared with the Club by our talented 
membership. The list goes on.

Most importantly, I have met many, 
many interesting people and made friends 
across the country. I have learned that it 
is the people—members, volunteers and 
staff who make up this Club that give 
it its life. I have enjoyed the camarad‑
erie of working as part of the National 
Office staff, a collaborative and dedicated 
group. I have worked with enthusiastic 
volunteers on Mountain Culture projects 
and enjoyed pizza with a glass or two of 
wine, along with numerous laughs after 
evening committee meetings. I have 
attended board meetings, Annual General 
Meetings and social events with moun‑
taineers, alpinists, climbers, hikers—all of 
whom are willing to contribute their time, 
energy, expertise and financial support 
to promote the ACC and its goals. The 
friends I have made will last a lifetime.

Fortunately, I won’t be giving up the 
people or the Club when I leave my job, 
because as my friend and colleague Nancy 
Hansen told me: No one ever really leaves 
the ACC!

So long, farewell, auf Wiedersehen, 
adieu.

by suzan chamney, publications manager

Putting a Gazette together is one 
of my favourite things. For me it 
is akin to doing a large, freeform 

jigsaw puzzle. The pieces are the notices 
that come in all shapes and sizes; the 
advertising, which comes in specific 
sizes, with somewhat particular location 
requirements; and, of course, the articles 
of varying lengths and their accompany‑
ing photos—sometimes we have more 
photos than can be accommodated, other 
times we are lucky to get one. As part 
of the process, I have read every Gazette 
from cover to cover over the last 16 years. 
The content has been truly enlighten‑
ing. I have read informational items, 
research and science articles, pieces on 
huts burning down and on huts being 
built by the membership (both literally 
and financially), stories about people’s 
hopes and dreams, their victories and 
successes, and occasionally their defeats, 
as well as their adventures to the top of 
the world—Everest, and to the bottom 
of the world—Antarctica, and just about 
everywhere in between. 

So it is with mixed emotions that I 
work on producing this, my final Gazette. 
After 16 wonderful years working for The 
Alpine Club of Canada, I am retiring 
in July. For me, it has been the perfect 
job and an amazing experience, and I 

Open Air

Ron and Suzan Chamney look forward to 
retirement on Vancouver Island. photo:  lori gray
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