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What’s Outside...
Cover photo / photo de couverture:  Erika Joubert and Charles 
Kalinsky climb Gnurdelhorn with Mount Logan 
dominating the backdrop. | Erika Joubert et Charles 
Kalinsky grimpent la sommet de Gnurdelhorn, le mont 
Logan dominant la toile de fond. Photo: Charles Stuart
Left / À gauche:  Erika Joubert and Karl McEwan race the 
approaching clouds. | Erika Joubert et Karl McEwan 
fuient l’approche des nuages. Photo: Inga Petri
Article: pages 6 - 9.
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Nommez un bénévole 

Chaque année, les membres du Comité des prix du Club Alpin du Canada 
consacrent de leur temps libre à passer au crible de nombreuses nominations 
pour déterminer les lauréats des Prix de bénévolat du Club.

Les candidatures sont maintenant ouvertes pour les bénévoles exceptionnels du 
Club Alpin du Canada. Les prix suivants reconnaissent et célèbrent les bénévoles du 
CAC pour leurs contributions au Club et à ses membres :

● Prix A.O. Wheeler Legacy 
● Membre honoraire
● Prix du président
● Prix Silver Rope du leadership

● Prix pour le service remarquable 
● Prix de service Don Forest 
● Prix leader Eric Brooks

Pour plus de détails sur les formulaires de candidature et la façon de nommer un 
bénévole, visitez www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/awards ou appelez le bureau national du 
CAC au (403) 678‑3200 ext. 108 pour recevoir l’information par la poste.

La date de tombée des candidatures est le 31 décembre.

Nominate a Volunteer

Every year, the members of The Alpine Club of Canada’s Awards Committee 
volunteer their time to sift through numerous nominations to determine the 
recipients of the Club’s Volunteer Awards.

Nominations are now open for outstanding Alpine Club of Canada volunteers. 
The following awards recognize and celebrate ACC volunteers for their contributions 
to the Club and its members:

● A.O. Wheeler Legacy Award
● Honorary Membership
● President’s Award
● Silver Rope for Leadership Award

● Distinguished Service Award
● Don Forest Service Award
● Eric Brooks Leader Award

For details on how to nominate a volunteer and nomination forms, visit 
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/awards or call the ACC National Office at 
(403) 678‑3200 ext. 108 to receive the information by mail. 

Deadline for nominations is December 31.
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Edmonton Section member Steve 
Rockarts who, after joining the ACC, 
didn’t stop at following outings led by 
others, but also worked to improve his 
own climbing skills so he could lead trips 
and share his passion. 

You’ll also become acquainted with ice 
and mixed climber Nathan Kutcher, who, 
in addition to maintaining his position at 
the top of his sport in Canada, including 
representing our country at the 2014 
Sochi Olympics, has developed numer‑
ous new routes in southern Ontario for 
climbers to enjoy, and mentored others as 
a coach.

Also on these pages, we celebrate the 
terrific generosity of Gillean and Tony 
Daffern who not only endowed the entire 
country with the riches of the publishing 
company they founded, Rocky Mountain 
Books, but somehow found time to vol‑
unteer as General Mountaineering Camp 
amateur leader (Tony), ACC Librarians 
(both), and Foothill Nordic Ski Club 
Director (Gill), among a long list of 
contributions. 

And as we near the opening date of 
the brand new Louise and Richard Guy 
Hut, we must be thankful not just for the 
generosity of Richard Guy, whose finan‑
cial contribution went a long way toward 
funding its construction—along with the 
donation of numerous other ACCers—
but also for our members who decided 
that working under hot sun, harsh wind, 
cold rain and wet snow to bang nails, haul 
materials, pour cement and run power 
tools was how they wanted to give back 
to their Club. 

Mountains of thanks to all!

Lynn (green jacket, right) looks forward to skiing 
from the ACC’s Bow Hut to the Rob Ritchie 
(Balfour) Hut via the Vulture  Glacier.  
photo by ulli martin

Short Rope 
by lynn martel

As I work to compile each issue of 
the Gazette—a job that requires 
deep focus for about 10 days, 

three times a year, but which requires 
some of my attention all year‑round—I 
look at the issue as a whole to find a 
theme that binds the pages. 

Of course, there are the obvious, and 
necessary, themes, particularly those of 
Alpine Club of Canada members from 
towns and cities across our wonderful 
country sharing experiences and adven‑
tures of all sorts in various mountain 
landscapes. 

And, thanks to our members who 
take the time and effort to write their 
stories and honour my requests for chan‑
ges and indulge my editorial tweaking, 
we all get to share in and be inspired by 
their travels to exciting landscapes and 

fascinating cultures. 
As I admired the pages of this issue, 

one theme pushed itself to the fore‑
front—that of giving back. 

Being an ACC member is a voluntary 
choice. Through membership we meet 
like‑mined mountain enthusiasts, from 
figure‑four mixed climbers to steep and 
deep backcountry skiers to high altitude 
mountaineers, high adrenaline alpinists 
and high alpine hikers and backpackers. 
We also enjoy each other’s company at 
section barbecues and slide shows and 
the annual Mountain Guides Ball—read 
about this year’s Patron, Helen Sovdat, 
on page 20. One trait for which Sovdat is 
widely admired is her capacity for giving 
back, by teaching skills courses, running 
leadership camps and setting a stellar 
example. 

On page 25, you’ll read about 
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The Dafferns are highly respected in 
the mountain community and received 
the Summit of Excellence Award at the 
Banff Mountain Film Festival in 2006. 
Over the years their love for the moun‑
tains and nature has not diminished and 
they are still hiking trails around the 
world and paddling their sea kayaks on 
Canada’s west coast. 

Calgary Winter Olympics. From 1994 to 
1999 Tony served as President of Cross 
Country Canada. Together they helped 
develop the Smith‑Dorrien cross‑country 
skiing trails and Tony helped build the 
Mount Shark ski trails, which are still 
very popular today. 

Gill and Tony have been donors to the 
John Lauchlan Memorial Award since its 
creation in 1997. As friends of John, they 
were greatly saddened by his untimely 
death in 1982, and when the award in his 
memory was conceived a decade later 
they were the first to contribute. For 20 
years now their loyalty has been unwaver‑
ing and many young, aspiring Canadian 
alpinists have benefited considerably from 
their contributions.

Each year, The Alpine Club of Canada receives generous donations from those who share our love and passion for climbing and the moun-
tains. Gillean and Tony Daffern have enjoyed decades of adventure and camaraderie in the mountains and had a vision to invest in new and 
enhanced experiences to share with others for years to come. 

The ACC community gives back
Tony and Gillean Daffern: Mountain lovers, 
volunteers and philanthropists

by chic scott

When Gillean and Tony Daffern 
came to Canada in 1966, they 
were already mountain lovers, 

having climbed extensively in the hills 
of Britain, Norway, the Arctic island of 
Spitzbergen and the great peaks of the 
European Alps. Almost immediately 
upon arriving they joined The Alpine 
Club of Canada and have been strong 
supporters of the Club ever since. It was 
here in Canada that they discovered 
skiing, a passion which has lasted all their 
lives. They also discovered what was to 
become Kananaskis Country, an area they 
have been champions of for 40 years. 

It is really as book writers and pub‑
lishers, however, that they made their 
mark. In 1976, they incorporated Rocky 
Mountain Books as a mail order business 
and three years later they published their 
first book, Kananaskis Country Trail 
Guide, written by Gill. In 1981, they pub‑
lished Waterfall Ice, written by Albi Sole, 
the first guidebook to the sport in the 
world. Over the years, Tony and Gill have 
published nearly 80 new titles, includ‑
ing Tony’s very successful Backcountry 
Avalanche Safety. Their main objective 
as publishers was to ensure that the 
Canadian Rockies’ mountain stories were 
recorded and shared.

As volunteers, Tony and Gill have also 
made great contributions. They volun‑
teered often for the ACC Calgary Section 
and Tony served as an amateur leader at 
a few General Mountaineering Camps. 
In 1977, Tony led the successful Calgary 
Section expedition to Mount Steele in 
the Yukon, where all 11 Club members 
reached the 5073‑metre summit. For a 
number of years the pair served as Club 
Librarians, adding a number of rare and 
interesting titles to the ACC’s collection. 
Avid cross‑country skiers, Gill was dir‑
ector of the Foothills Nordic Ski Club 
racing program for a decade while Tony 
served as competition secretary for the 
cross‑country ski events during the 1988 

http://thenorthface.com/canada


on this land for millennia. Its self‑govern‑
ment and land claims agreement affirms 
that its Traditional Territory extends to 
the Alaska border, encompassing Kluane 
National Park with all of Canada’s high‑
est mountains.

In addition to its remote camp in 
the heart of the Saint Elias Mountains, 
Icefield Discovery operates air charters 
for mountaineers and flight‑seeing tours. 
Since 2013, they have provided access 
to The Alpine Club of Canada’s Yukon 
Section self‑guided camp. The 2015 trip 
was set to run from May 23 to June 6. 

Attesting to the allure of these moun‑
tains, seven ACCers from Vancouver, 
Ottawa and the northeast US joined nine 
Yukoners as attendees; some stayed a few 
days, others had selected either the first 
or second week, and a few, like me, went 
for the duration. We were forewarned 
about no‑fly days, so in addition to alp‑
ine backcountry touring, avalanche and 
glacier travel gear, winter sleeping systems 
and layers of high‑performance clothing, 
everyone brought extra food, books and 
games. 

We were equipped to trade the 
exuberance of this Yukon spring for 
endless snow and ice.

Flying in pairs with Captain Tom 
Bradley in the pilot seat we traced Slim’s 
River for about 20 kilometres. At the toe 

full swing on our traffic‑free three‑hour 
drive from Whitehorse to Silver City.

Yukoners call our destination, an 
airstrip serviced by Icefield Discovery, 
“Silver City.” It is a small ghost town that 
evokes a short‑lived gold rush during 
the early 1900s, which by way of con‑
temporary reference it is located beside 
the Arctic Institute of North America’s 
Kluane Lake Research Station. Still, 
the region’s history reaches back much 
further: the Kluane First Nation has been 

by inga petri

5 am. 

This mountain excursion, like so 
many, began with a sunrise, even 
though at 61 degrees north this 

Saturday in late May would usher in 18 
hours of daylight and a sun that would 
barely dip below the horizon to suggest 
the most subtle of nights. Driving west on 
the Alaska Highway, we met a herd of elk 
still sleeping beside the road, wild horses 
crossing to their grazing grounds, and a 
black bear foraging. The adventure was in 

Yukon Camp shines many shades of white

Sunset from the summit of Gnurdlehorn at 61 degrees north, can be golden.   photo: erika Joubert

Les couchers de soleil depuis le sommet de Gnurdlehorn, à 61 degrés au nord, peuvent être magiques.

Paul and Willa Geddes, Tony Knight (Vancouver Section) and Steve Dods (Ottawa Section) ski across the 
glacier on week two.  photo: Jennifer eakins

Paul et Willa Geddes, Tony Knight (Vancouver) et Steve Dods (Ottawa) skient sur le glacier, semaine 2.



Think outside.

Coming fall 2015
June Mickle: One Woman’s Life in the Foothills and 

Mountains of Western Canada, by Kathy Calvert
Born in 1920, June Mickle grew up among the foothills of the Rocky 
Mountains with her mother and her stepfather, Tip Johnson, a 
renowned cowboy and horse trainer. As the only child of a widowed 
mother, June experienced early years that were marked by loneliness 
but also by remarkably durable family ties and an uncanny ability to 
live in harmony with both ranching and mountain environments. 
She grew into a strongly determined woman capable of meeting the 
challenges of being an artist, guide, out� tter, businesswoman, wife 
and parent, and one of the more important, even legendary � gures 
in the development of backcountry adventure in the Rockies.
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flight. Sadly, the weather window didn’t 
hold and the remaining five campers 
had to wait out another storm before 
rejoining civilization two days later. 

For those of us lucky enough to have 
experienced it, the Saint Elias lived up to 
its reputation both as a special place in 
the remote, white wilderness of Kluane, 
and a place of unpredictable, tempestuous 
weather. Needless to say, plans for 2016 
are underway.

Inga Petri is a member of the ACC 
Ottawa and Yukon sections and repeat 
contributor to the Gazette. To read more, 
visit www.talkingtrails.blogspot.ca

attempt Queen Mary via the summit 
of Gnurdelhorn. Conditions, however, 
were treacherous so they aborted their 
attempt on the second day only to face 
a nerve‑racking afternoon ascent of the 
steep backside of Gnurdelhorn. When 
they reached camp, they were ecstatic to 
crash on the beach and gather their wits.

Late that first week some people left 
while others arrived. With the change in 
people came an abrupt turn in weather: 
a storm brought whiteout conditions, 
and a solid bank of cloud made flying 
to camp impossible. Still, most days we 
skied as blue sky often appeared above 
us, even though the clouds below would 
not budge. Other days, conditions were 
opportune for practising whiteout navi‑
gation. Baking, games and books—the 
camp favourite was Escape from Lucania 
by David Roberts that recounts Brad 
Washburn and Bob Bates’ daring first 
ascent of Mount Lucania in 1937—
became essential diversions. We learned 
that the closest humans to us were storm‑
stayed near the summit of Mount Logan, 
a much more tenuous position than ours.

Then the scheduled last day of camp 
came and went. The daily calls with 
Icefield Discovery became more urgent 
and revolved around weather windows, 
cloud movements, wind speeds, fuel levels 
and low bathroom supplies. Through 
conversations about pressing responsibil‑
ities off the icefield, we agreed to focus on 
getting people out and leaving our gear. 
That decision allowed four people, rather 
than two, to board the Helio Courier on 
Tuesday morning, strictly speaking only 
three days late, but nine days after the last 

of the Kaskawulsh Glacier we turned 
right, passed Observation Mountain and 
ascended to the earth’s largest non‑polar 
icefield at about 2,600 metres above sea 
level. During the 25‑minute flight my 
sense of dimension shifted from human 
scale to “trip‑of‑a‑lifetime” gigantic. The 
details of hiking trails morphed into 
immense glacial flows and, eventually, a 
featureless white expanse. Captain Tom 
explained that we would live on ancient 
ice 1,000 metres deep and five kilometres 
wide. 

This staggering landscape defies 
words: Mount Logan is the dominant 
massif. The north face of Canada’s high‑
est mountain would be our constant 
and ever‑changing companion. Mounts 
Augusta, Steele and Lucania complete 
the panorama. Immediately accessible 
from camp the 3,300‑metre Gnurdelhorn 
presents a worthwhile objective as well 
as a potential route to Mount Queen 
Mary. The camp itself sits between 
the Kaskawulsh, Logan and Hubbard 
glaciers. 

Eleven ACCers arrived on the first 
weekend. Being an “outsider” I had made 
some connections beforehand and found 
a genial, gregarious group ready to ski, 
play and work together. The first day we 
acclimatized by building snow platforms 
for the tents, making ourselves at home 
in the two Weather Havens (über group 
tents) and hydrating. A crevasse rescue 
refresher allowed everyone to re‑familiar‑
ize themselves with these essential skills. 

Rope teams formed easily each day 
and we explored a series of objectives 
located within four kilometres of camp: 
two nunataks topped by weather stations, 
Pikatak, Gnurdelhorn, a long ridge to the 
north and the area around MB Peak. We 
were delighted to find a geocache on one 
of the nunataks and added a group photo 
to the carefully stored memory card. 

To our amazement, we measured 27 
degrees C mid‑week—we were living on 
a frozen beach! The resulting isothermal 
snow didn’t impede travel across the 
icefield (a.k.a. “the desert”) or skinning 
uphill, but large amounts of wet snow 
made downhill turns considerably more 
difficult for some of us. 

Notwithstanding these conditions, 
a team of five mountaineers set out to 

From left, Katrine Frese, Inga Petri, Holly Goulding 
and Myriam Lachance-Bernard celebrate finding 
a geocache at a weather station planted atop 
a nunatak, with the omnipresent Mount Logan 
massif in the background and Pikatak to the right 
(mid-ground).
Partant de la gauche, Katrine Frese, Inga 
Petri, Holly Goulding et Myriam Lachance-
Bernard fêtent la découverte d’une géocache 
à une station météo plantée sur un nunatak, 
l’omniprésent massif du mont Logan en arrière-
plan et Pikatak à droite. 
 photo: myriam lachance-bernard

http://rmbooks.com
http://www.talkingtrails.blogspot.ca


du nord‑est des États‑Unis se joignirent 
à neuf Yukonnais comme participants. 
Certains sont restés quelques jours, d’au‑
tres choisirent la première ou la deuxième 
semaine, et quelques autres, comme moi, 
y allèrent pour la durée. Nous étions aver‑
tis des jours d’interdiction de vols, aussi 
en plus de l’équipement pour randonnée 
alpine, pour excursions sur glaciers et 
avalanche, des équipements de sommeil 
pour l’hiver et des couches de vêtements 
de haute performance, tout le monde 
avait apporté des vivres supplémentaires 
ainsi que des livres et des jeux.

Nous étions équipés pour troquer 
l’exubérance de ce printemps yukonnais 
contre la neige et la glace sans fin.

Volant par paires avec pour pilote 
le capitaine Tom Bradley, nous avons 
suivi la rivière Slim’s pour 20 kilomètres 
environ. Au pied du glacier Kaskawulsh 
nous avons tourné à droite, avons passé le 
mont Observation et sommes montés au 
plus grand champ de glace non polaire au 
monde, à quelque 2.600 mètres au‑dessus 
du niveau de la mer. Pendant ce vol de 
25 minutes, mon sens des dimensions a 
glissé de l’échelle humaine au gigantesque 

référence actuelle, elle est située à côté 
de la station de recherche de l’Institut 
arctique de l’Amérique du Nord du lac 
Kluane. Cependant, son histoire remonte 
à beaucoup plus loin : la Première nation 
de Kluane se trouve sur cette terre depuis 
des millénaires. Son entente d’autonomie 
gouvernementale et de revendication 
territoriale affirme que son territoire trad‑
itionnel s’étend à la frontière de l’Alaska, 
englobant la réserve de Parc national 
Kluane avec toutes les plus hautes mon‑
tagnes du Canada. 

En plus de son camp éloigné dans 
le cœur la Chaîne Saint‑Élie, Icefield 
Discovery exploite des vols nolisés pour 
les alpinistes et des excursions guidées. 
Depuis 2013, ils ont ouvert l’accès au 
camp autoguidé de la section Yukon du 
Club alpin du Canada. Le voyage de 2015 
était prévu pour durer du 23 mai au 6 juin.

Attestant l’attrait de ces montagnes, 
sept membres de Vancouver, d’Ottawa et 

par inga petri

5 heures du matin.

Cette excursion en montagne, 
comme tant d’autres, a commencé 
par un lever de soleil, même si, à 

61 degrés au nord, ce samedi de fin de mai 
paverait la voie à 18 heures de plein jour, 
le soleil osant à peine se coucher sous 
l’horizon pour suggérer la plus subtile des 
nuits. Conduisant vers l’ouest sur la route 
de l’Alaska, nous avions rencontré un 
troupeau de wapitis qui dormaient encore 
au bord du chemin, des chevaux sauvages 
qui traversaient vers leurs pâturages, et 
un ours noir qui fourrageait. L’aventure 
battait son plein sur ces trois heures de 
route, dépourvues de trafic de Whitehorse 
à Silver City.

Les Yukonnais appellent notre destin‑
ation Silver City, une piste d’atterrissage 
desservie par Icefield Discovery. La petite 
ville fantôme évoque une brève ruée vers 
l’or au début des années 1900. À titre de 

Camp Yukon brille de nombreuses nuances de blanc

Du sommet de Gnurdelhorn, la vue vers le nord expose MB Peak (en avant-plan), avec le passage de la crête à gauche et le sommet du glacier Kaskawulsh (à droite).
The view to the north from the summit of Gnurdelhorn displays MB Peak (foreground), with Couloir Ridge to the left and the apex of the Kaskawulsh Glacier 
(right). photo: erika Joubert

L’équipage du Yukon profite du soleil du soir 
la première semaine. De la gauche, Charles 
Stuart, Mark Pedersen, Holly Goulding, Myriam 
Lachance-Bernard, Erika Joubert, Charles 
Kalinsky, Jennifer Eakins, Inga Petri et Katrine 
Frese.
The Yukon crew enjoys the evening sun on week 
one. From left, Charles Stuart, Mark Pedersen, 
Holly Goulding, Myriam Lachance-Bernard, Erika 
Joubert, Charles Kalinsky, Jennifer Eakins, Inga 
Petri and Katrine Frese. photo: david Jones
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mont Lucania par Brad Washburn et 
Bob Bates en 1937 — devinrent des dis‑
tractions essentielles. On apprit que les 
humains les plus proches de nous étaient 
retenus par la tempête près du sommet du 
mont Logan : une position beaucoup plus 
précaire que la nôtre.

Le dernier jour prévu du camp a passé. 
De plus en plus urgents, les appels quo‑
tidiens à Icefield Discovery gravitaient 
autour des fenêtres météorologiques, des 
mouvements des nuages et de la vitesse 
des vents, des quantités de carburant et 
de la baisse des fournitures pour salle de 
bains. Des discussions sur les respon‑
sabilités pressantes hors du champ de 
glace, nous avons convenu de laisser 
notre équipement et nous concentrer 
sur l’évacuation des personnes. Cette 
décision a permis à quatre personnes, 
plutôt que deux, de monter à bord de 
l’Helio Courrier mardi matin, seulement 
trois jours après la date prévue, mais 
neuf jours après le dernier vol. Hélas, la 
fenêtre météo n’a pas tenu et les campeurs 
restants durent patienter deux jours dans 
une autre tempête avant de regagner la 
civilisation.

Pour ceux d’entre nous qui sont assez 
chanceux pour en avoir vécu l’expérience, 
la Chaîne Saint‑Élie s’est montré à la 
hauteur de sa réputation, autant comme 
lieu unique de la nature sauvage, blanche 
et reculée de Kuane, que pour son climat 
imprévisible et tumultueux. Inutile de dire 
que des plans pour 2016 sont en cours.

Inga Petri est membre des sec‑
tions Ottawa et Yukon du CAC et 
une collaboratrice fréquente de sa 
Gazette. Pour en lire plus, visiter 
www.talkingtrails.blogspot.ca

nunataks, et nous avons ajouté une photo 
de groupe à la carte‑mémoire soigneuse‑
ment rangée. 

À notre grand étonnement, on mesura 
27 degrés Celsius en milieu de semaine. 
Nous vivions sur une plage gelée! La neige 
isotherme en résultant ne gênait pas les 
voyages dans le champ de glace (également 
appelé « le désert ») ni le ski en montée, 
mais les quantités de neige mouillée ont 
rendu les virages de descente beaucoup 
plus difficiles à certains d’entre nous.

Nonobstant ces conditions, une équipe 
de cinq alpinistes est partie pour tenter 
le mont Queen Mary par le sommet 
de Gnurdelhorn. Mais les conditions 
traîtresses leur firent abandonner la tenta‑
tive dès le second jour pour affronter une 
éprouvante ascension, en après‑midi, de 
l’arrière escarpé de Gnurdelhorn. Quand 
ils ont regagné le camp, ils ont été ravis de 
s’affaler sur la plage pour retrouver leurs 
esprits.

Plus tard cette première semaine, 
quelques personnes sont parties pen‑
dant que d’autres arrivaient. Avec le 
changement de personnel un brusque 
virage météo est venu : une tempête a 
causé des conditions de voile blanc, et un 
solide banc de nuages rendait impossible 
de voler vers le camp. Nous avons skié 
toutefois la plupart des jours puisque du 
ciel bleu apparaissait souvent au‑dessus 
de nous, même si les nuages en dessous 
refusaient de bouger. Les autres jours, les 
conditions étaient propices à pratiquer 
la navigation sous voile blanc. La fab‑
rication de gâteaux, les jeux et les livres 
— le préféré du camp était Escape from 
Lucania de David Roberts, qui raconte 
la première et audacieuse ascension du 

du « voyage d’une vie ». Les détails des 
sentiers de randonnée se transformaient 
en flux glaciaires immenses, puis en une 
étendue blanche sans relief. Le capitaine 
Tom expliquait que nous vivrions sur 
de la glace ancienne, de 1,000 mètres de 
profondeur et cinq kilomètres de largeur.

Ce paysage stupéfiant laisse bouche 
bée : le mont Logan en est le massif dom‑
inant. Le versant nord de la plus haute 
montagne du Canada serait notre com‑
pagnon continuel, toujours changeant. 
Les monts Augusta, Steele et Lucania 
complètent le panorama. Accessibles 
directement du camp, les 3,300 mètres du 
Gnurdelhorn présentent un objectif qui 
en vaut la peine, valable autant qu’un pos‑
sible itinéraire vers le mont Queen Mary. 
Le camp même se situe entre les glaciers 
Kaskawulsh, Logan et Hubbard.

Onze membres sont arrivés le premier 
week‑end. Comme étrangère, j’avais noué 
quelques contacts au préalable et découvert 
un groupe amical et sociable paré à skier, 
jouer et travailler ensemble. Nous nous 
sommes acclimatés le premier jour en con‑
struisant des plates‑formes de neige pour 
les tentes, nous faisant nous sentir à notre 
aise dans les deux tentes Weatherhaven, à 
s’hydrater. Une révision du sauvetage en 
crevasses permit à tous de se refamiliariser 
avec ces compétences essentielles.

Les cordées se sont formées facile‑
ment chaque jour et nous avons exploré 
une série de destinations dans un rayon 
d’environ quatre kilomètres du camp : 
deux nunataks surmontés de stations 
météorologiques, Pikatak, Gnurdelhorn, 
une longue crête au nord et la région qui 
entoure MB Peak. Nous avons été ravis 
de découvrir une géocache sur l’un des 

http://www.dikdik.ch
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Recherche d’itinéraire
par gord currie, président du cac

En septembre, je visitais la section Montréal du Club Alpin 
du Canada avec Lawrence White et Isabelle Daigneault, 
pour son barbecue annuel à la propriété de Keene dans 

l’état de New York. Cédée à la section dans les années 1950, la 
propriété offre un magnifique port d’attache à l’exploration des 
Adirondacks ou les « Dacks », comme on les appelle en bref.

Là se trouvent 46 sommets de plus de 4.000 pieds (1.219 
mètres), et le club sélect dit « des 46 », incluant Dianne Wadden 
de la section Ottawa, les a tous franchis. Luc Massicotte, notre 
superbénévole, les a même tous faits en huit jours. Un rythme 
de six sommets par jour en à peine plus d’une semaine! Note à 
moi‑même : ne grimper avec Luc qu’en après‑midi, et seulement 
si il a complété un triathlon dans la matinée. Un groupe d’en‑
viron 16 d’entre nous s’étant emparé de Lower Wolf Jaw un de 
ces samedis ensoleillés, je me compte un sommet de fait, et juste 
45 de plus à faire. 

Il y a un grand et beau refuge en rondins à Keene Farm, et 
deux grands prés pour camper. Luc et ses collègues ont travaillé 

fort pour moderniser le 
refuge, équipé mainten‑
ant d’une cuisine neuve, 
d’une nouvelle pompe 
à eau et de nouvelles 
toilettes extérieures. La 
rumeur court que des 
panneaux solaires seraient 
la prochaine amélioration 
— pour l’éclairage, pas 
pour recharger vos iPad!

Environ 50 tentes se 
dressaient dans le pré, ce 
qui signifie que plus de 
100 personnes partici‑
paient au barbecue, avec 
beaucoup d’enfants et 
de chiens. Leur énergie 
énergisait! Après le repas, 
nous nous sommes assis 
autour d’un feu jusqu’à ce 

que la pluie mette un terme abrupt aux procédures.
J’ai rencontré Gary Norton à Toronto quelques jours après. 

Voilà un autre de nos bénévoles infatigables qui a mis la main à 
presque tout au CAC à un moment donné. Avec un groupe de 
collègues de sa section, il projette ces jours‑ci de soumettre le 
refuge de Bon Echo à un remodelage majeur, peut‑être dès l’été 
prochain.

Sur la côte ouest, Jayson Faulkner de la section Whistler et un 
groupe élargi planifient de construire trois refuges sur la popu‑
laire Spearhead Traverse. Après sept ans de pourparlers entre BC 
Parks et d’autres intervenants, ils sont sur le point de franchir un 
seuil important, malgré que beaucoup de travail les attende.

Mes visites à ces bénévoles incomparables et inspirés me rap‑
pellent combien il y a de l’activité hors des Rocheuses. Le CAC 
s’étend d’un océan à l’autre et à un autre encore, et beaucoup de 
bonnes choses se passent là dehors.

Allons‑y! 

Route Finding
by gord currie, acc president

In September I visited The Alpine Club of Canada’s 
Montreal Section, along with Lawrence White and Isabelle 
Daigneault. We joined them for their annual BBQ at the 

Keene Farm in upper New York State. The property was deeded 
to the Montreal Section in the 1950s and makes a superb home 
base for exploring the Adirondacks or as they’re known for short, 
the Dacks. 

There are 46 peaks higher than 4,000 feet (1,219 metres) in 
the Dacks, and a select group of people known as 46ers, includ‑
ing Dianne Wadden of the Ottawa Section, have climbed them 
all. Super‑volunteer Luc Massicotte climbed them all in only 
eight days. That’s a pace of six peaks per day for more than a 
week! Note to self: only climb with Luc in the afternoon, and 
only if he has already completed a triathlon in the morning. A 
group of about 16 of us bagged Lower Wolf Jaw one sunny 
Saturday. For me, that’s one down and only 45 more to go.

There is a big, beautiful log cabin at Keene Farm, and two big 
meadows for camping. Luc and his colleagues have put a lot of 
effort into upgrading the cabin. It 
has a new kitchen, new water pump 
and new outhouses. Solar panels are 
rumoured to be the next addition—for 
lighting, not for charging your iPad!

Approximately 50 tents were 
pitched in the meadow, which means 
more than 100 people attended the 
BBQ, including lots of kids and 
dogs. Their energy was energiz‑
ing! After dinner we sat around the 
fire until rain brought the proceed‑
ings to an abrupt end.

A few days later I met with Gary 
Norton in Toronto. He is another one 
of those perpetual volunteers who 
has done just about everything in the 
ACC at one time or another. These 
days, Gary and a group of his 
Toronto Section colleagues are plan‑
ning to give the Bon Echo Hut a 
major facelift, maybe as soon as next summer.

On the west coast, Jayson Faulkner of the Whistler Section 
and a large group of others are planning to build three huts on 
the popular Spearhead Traverse. After seven years of discussions 
with BC Parks and other stakeholders, they are about to hit a 
major milestone although there is still lots of work ahead.

My visits with these outstanding, visionary volunteers is a 
reminder that there is lots of activity across the country. The 
ACC extends from coast to coast to coast, and there is plenty of 
good stuff going on out there!

Allons‑y! 

Corn is roasted over the open fire at the Keene Farm BBQ. photo: Jo bersier

Du maïs rôtit sur le feu au barbecue de Keene Farm.

http://ospreypacks.com
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This winter The Alpine Club of 
Canada will open the doors to 
its first cabin in Waterton Lakes 

National Park. The Cameron Lake Cabin 
will accommodate eight people, and will 
be open for use during the winter months 
only. 

Its location, in the southernmost 
region of the Canadian Rockies, receives 
the highest accumulation of snow fall in 
all of Alberta offering excellent opportun‑
ities for alpine ski touring, cross‑country 

New ACC cabin in Waterton Lakes National Park
skiing, snowshoeing and ice climbing in 
the immediate vicinity.

Access to the cabin is via a 1‑kilometre 
cross‑country ski trail. The cabin will be 
jointly managed by the ACC’s National 
Office and maintained by the Southern 
Alberta Section. Contact the National 
Office to learn more or to book your spot 
at this family‑friendly getaway. And read 
lots more about the cabin and its history 
and modern upgrades in the Spring issue 
of the ACC Gazette. Cameron Lake Cabin. photo: edwin knox/parks canada

http://ospreypacks.com
http://www.zaui.com


Each competition is a new day. A 
spectacular performance one day doesn’t 
mean the next will be good. When you 
perform poorly you need to learn from it, 
then put it behind you and move on.

Who has been your most important 
mentor/inspiration? 

For ice/mixed climbing, my friend 
James Loveridge. I’ve barely climbed with 
him, but when I started he was a wealth 
of knowledge. He would also send me 
photos of new routes he put up around 
Thunder Bay and that gave me a good 
idea of what was possible when I started 
developing routes in Southern Ontario. 
James was also the person who first said I 
should apply for Ouray.

What are your plans/goals for the 2016 
season? 

I plan to do a couple competitions 
this winter, but mostly I plan to climb in 
North America. I have barely scratched 
the surface of both eastern and western 
Canadian ice climbing. We just bought a 
van and are getting it ready to live in thru 
the winter.

What are the best things ice climbing 
have given you? Biggest challenges?

I love the places ice climbing has 
taken me and I’ve met a lot of great 
people along the way. The biggest chal‑
lenge is that even if winter is long, the 
most interesting routes often have a short 
window when they are in condition. 

How do you support your climbing 
career? 

I’m a carpenter by trade. After immi‑
grating to Canada I took an office job 
as an estimator for a local lumberyard. 
I worked far too much, which was good 
for saving money. I’m currently fun‑em‑
ployed and looking forward to travelling 
and climbing this winter. I also recently 
became an athlete with the Lalonde 

loaned me gear, except boots big enough 
for my feet, so I had to climb in regular 
winter boots without crampons. I still 
loved it! Shortly afterward I dropped 
more than $2000 on gear. The next time 
out I had a complete kit.

What about ice climbing made you 
want to keep doing it?

I like the quiet, stillness and beauty of 
winter. That said, ice climbing is a lot like 
going into a china shop and wrecking the 
place, which is fun without the huge bill. 

What was your first lead and how did 
it go?

It went great. It was only my second 
day ice climbing and first day with cram‑
pons. It was a WI2 in the Adirondacks. 
There had been a heatwave and the ice 
wasn’t the best. The easy looking upper ice 
on the route was completely delaminated 
and the safest way off the route seemed to 
be up. It was terrifying!

When and where was your first 
competition? 

It was at Ouray, Colorado in 2012. 
To compete at Ouray there is a selection 
process, you fill out a résumé. For all prac‑
tical purposes I had only climbed hard 
routes in Ontario, routes I’d put up and 
nobody had repeated. I was just excited 
to be invited. My goal was to not finish 
last. I climbed early in the lineup and was 
the first person to top out. I was super 
excited, but expected lots of others to top 
out. In the end only one other person 
made it the whole way, and I won! 

What were your impressions of your 
first international comp? 

It was in Korea, 2013. North 
Americans are really far behind the rest 
of the world in climbing. The Russians 
and Koreans are super strong.

What are the most valuable things 
you’ve learned from competing? 

How were you introduced to 
climbing? 

I have always loved climbing stuff, 
including the trees in my backyard. When 
I was 16 I went on a family trip to the 
Black Hills and Devils Tower [South 
Dakota and Wyoming]. That was my 
first time seeing people rock climbing 
and I knew that’s what I wanted to do. 
Back home I bought How to Rock Climb, 
memorized it and started top‑roping, 
then leading as soon as I could buy a 
rack. Back then [early 1990s] climbing 
wasn’t as popular as now and there was 
no Internet. Not knowing any climbers to 
start out with made it a bit more difficult. 
I got my cousin into climbing and he was 
my main partner for the first couple of 
years. 

What was your first ice climbing 
experience like?

It was at a scrappy little cliff outside 
St. Catharines, Ontario in 2005, near 
where I live now. I was 28. We were living 
in Buffalo, NY and planning to move 
to Alberta. I figured I needed to find a 
winter sport or hate life for half the year. 
I went out with a group of friends who 

Profile: Nathan Kutcher
by lynn martel

Living in the suburbs of Minneapolis‑Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, as a young man Nathan Kutcher hated 
winter so much he spent as much of it as possible rock 

climbing in the US Southwest. That was until he met Rebecca 
Lewis, a Canadian. They married and he became a Canadian 
citizen. He also became one of Canada’s top competitive ice 
climbers. Since winning the first competition he ever entered at 
Ouray, Colorado in 2012, he’s represented Canada at the UIAA 
Olympic Ice Climbing Demonstration in Sochi, Russia in 2014, 
and is currently ranked 20th overall in the UIAA Ice Climbing 
World Cup standings.

Nathan Kutcher (second from left), joins the 
Ontario climbers he trained to compete at the 
2015 Bozeman Ice Climbing World Cup. From left 
Neil Gowan, Kutcher, Rebecca Lewis and Stephanie 
Mahallati. photo nathan kutcher collection

Nathan Kutcher climbs in the semi-finals at the 2015 Ice Climbing World Cup in 
Rabenstein, Italy. photo: rebecca lewis
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Think outside.

New from RMB author Chic Scott

Classics for your winter adventures

Ski Trails in the Canadian Rockies
5th Edition

with Darren Farley

Deep Powder and Steep Rock
The Life of Mountain Guide Hans Gmoser 

Summits & Icefields 2
Alpine Ski Tours in the Columbia Mountains

with Mark Klassen

Summits & Icefields 1
Alpine Ski Tours in the Canadian Rockies
with Mark Klassen

Covering all aspects of his subject’s fascinating life, and 
including some of Hans Gmoser’s own words, Chic Scott 
weaves together a compelling story based on the diaries, 
expedition journals, film commentaries and personal cor-
respondence of this charismatic and inspiring figure.

Completely revised and updated, the new edition of this 
bestselling guidebook features over 150 trails, tours and 

traverses for the nordic skier in the five Rocky Mountain 
national parks, Kananaskis Country and neighbouring 

Mount Assiniboine and Mount Robson provincial parks.
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Group, the new Canadian distributor for 
Asolo. 

Any advice for someone wanting to 
become a competitive ice climber in 

Canada?
Having a competitive rock climb‑

ing background is useful, but not at 
all required. If you’re interested in Ice 
Climbing World Cup, try doing one 
comp to see if you like it, and to get an 
idea of the style of climbing so you’ll 
know how to train. Finding a suitable 
place to train is probably the most diffi‑
cult part. Most gyms won’t let you climb 
with tools and dry tooling on rock only 
gets you so far. Comp climbing is very 
different than mindless hooking in drilled 
out caves. I’ve built various structures in 
my backyard and basement with compe‑
tition specific movement. I want to see 
competitive ice climbing grow. If some‑
one is genuinely interested and they feel 
they have what it takes to compete, they 
should seek me out, I’ll help steer them in 
the right direction.

Is there anything you think is special 
about being an ice climber from 

Southern Ontario? 
Southern Ontario isn’t exactly a 

destination area, but it has some great 
climbing with no avalanche danger. I can 
also afford a house and there are decent 
paying jobs.

What was your best competition, and 
why? 

Ouray, by far. I was a nobody, just 
happy to be there and I snagged the 
trophy right out from under the pros’ 
noses. Nobody, including me, expected 
that. I don’t think that experience could 
ever be topped.

http://www.jltcanada.com
http://rmbooks.com
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is to minimize the environmental foot‑
print at every stage, from construction to 
long‑term occupancy, said ACC Facilities 
Director Rick Gardiner. 

“Perhaps most importantly the panels 
are mold, mildew and fire resistant,” 
Gardiner said. “These design systems and 
materials were chosen not only for guest 
comfort and safety, but for the building 
operating efficiencies created. Huts util‑
ized in the winter are susceptible to large 
fluctuations in cold and heat and interior 
moisture levels from guests drying cloth‑
ing, boiling water and cooking meals. 
We’re aware of European huts built to 
these types of standards, but are unaware 
of other North American huts utilizing as 
much green technology, and certainly no 
other backcountry accommodation facili‑
ties designed with the Magnesium Oxide 
SIP technology.”

The 40 panels were packed into 
wooden crates, delivered by semi‑trailer 
to the helicopter staging area at Mosquito 
Creek in Banff National Park, flown by 
Alpine Helicopters pilots to the site and 
then installed by experts from Cochrane’s 
MAGpro Building systems. The con‑
crete for the foundation was donated by 
Lafarge, and the steel beams fabricated in 
Canmore by Bow‑Cor Custom Welding. 
Alpine Club staff prebuilt the interior 
stairs, kitchen and bunk fixtures at the 
Canmore Clubhouse. Once operational, 
the hut will use solar and wind power, 
and electrical and mechanical systems 
that will be remotely monitored and 
controlled from the ACC’s national office 
in Canmore. 

The planning and construction process 
involved two architects, three structural 
engineers, a rare‑plant specialist, a Geo 
Tech engineer, an interior air quality 
professional, four mechanical engineers 
and six engineers and technicians from 
the electrical and alternative energy fields, 
as well as cement foundation experts and 
professional roofers.

Rockies‑based filmmakers Roger 
Vernon and Will Schmidt have taken 
turns on‑site since the start, recording 
the process on video and still images with 
some assistance from Pat Morrow. 

One key prerequisite for such a 
project, said MAGpro’s Paul Simister, is 
being scrupulously organized. 

traverse, which is popular in winter and 
summer, is made comfortable by four 
ACC huts stretching from Peyto Glacier 
to Sherbrooke Lake. This new location 
at the des Poilus Glacier will provide 
the “missing link” for those skiing the 
20‑kilometre east‑west route between 
Bow Hut and Stanley Mitchell Hut in 
the Little Yoho Valley, a strenuously long 
day made all the more challenging by 
huge crevasses and frequent white‑out 
conditions. 

It was the release of the Yoho 
National Park Management Plan in 2010 
that set out the guidelines necessary to 
steer the hut dream toward reality, White 
said, adding that since then Parks staff 
have been extremely helpful. 

“Working with Parks Canada has 
been amazing,” White said. “It’s such 
a great relationship. It can take a little 
while to get things done, but the staff and 
the leadership has been really responsive 
to the Club’s questions. They’ve also 
been really helpful in shepherding us 
around complicated documents and legal 
procedures.”

Glenn Kubian, Wilderness 
Management Specialist with the Lake 
Louise/Yoho Field Unit, who also serves 
as liaison between the Mountain Parks 
and the ACC, visited regularly to monitor 
the effects of the active construction 
site in the midst of an area inhabited 
by grizzly bears, mountain goats, pikas, 
marmots and ravens. To help protect both 
people and wildlife, the food storage tent 
at the workers’ camp—which included 
dining and sleeping tents—was encircled 
by a bear‑proof electric fence. 

Because of grizzly bear migration 
route concerns, this hut will be used only 
during the winter months. The two‑storey 
structure will sleep 18 on the upper floor, 
with a kitchen, communal space and 
essential gear drying area downstairs. 
The adjacent outhouse building will be 
accessed from the same covered deck as 
the front door. 

Constructed of factory assembled 
panels made of polystyrene sandwiched 
between two sheets of magnesium oxide 
crafted by TitanWall of High River, 
Alberta, the hut is incorporating the 
most advanced building technology of 
any hut the ACC has ever built. The goal 

by lynn martel

The design is fresh and the tech‑
nology is state‑of‑the‑art.

The location, on a rocky shoul‑
der above the des Poilus Glacier amidst 
a panorama of Mont des Poilus, Mount 
McArthur, Isolated Peak, The President 
and Mount Balfour, is peerless. 

And above the swish of glacier‑melt 
creeks and high alpine breeze, the rhythms 
of the construction project are timeless.

Since July, more than 50 volunteers, 
a team of professional craftsmen and 
four Alpine Club of Canada facilities 
maintenance staff members have toiled 
through forest fire smoke, hot sun, wind‑
driven rain and knee‑deep snow drifts to 
build the ACC’s newest backcountry hut, 
the Louise and Richard Guy Hut. 

The volunteers, from Alberta, BC 
and as far as Ontario, included many 
climbers, hikers and ski mountaineers, 
most of them ACC members, and all of 
them industrious mountain lovers happy 
to lend some muscle and donate summer 
vacation time (including paying their own 
airfare) to a laborious project in a spec‑
tacular location. 

The hut, said ACC Executive Director 
Lawrence White, has been more than 20 
years in the making, when that location 
was first identified by Carl Hannigan, 
the Club’s past VP of Facilities. The 
Wapta Icefield and its namesake 39‑kilo‑
metre north to south traverse, arguably 
North America’s premier high‑alpine 

New hut brings comfort, safety to glacier traverse

Volunteers, staff and professional craftsmen 
worked through a wide range of temperatures 
and conditions. photo: roger vernon

http://icebreaker.com


Kovacks from Salmon Arm, agreed. 
“I sit in front of a desk all week, so 

it’s good to be out here,” Samoylove 
said. “I’m excited. The view from here is 
spectacular.”

The Louise and Richard Guy Hut will 
be open to host occupants in early 2016.

Republished with permission from the 
Rocky Mountain Outlook.

“It’s been a really good week,” said 
Ben Pryce, 15. “I liked how there was a 
lot of teamwork, how that worked with 
all the tasks. I learned how fidgety it all 
is, how you really need to get it perfect. 
There’s a lot of hard work to it. I defin‑
itely hope to ski up here someday.” 

Zaf Samoylove, an engineer also from 
Calgary who brought his nephew, Chris 

“If you’re not organized, it’s not going 
to be an easy job,” Simister said. “You 
can’t whip down to the merchant’s if you 
run out of nails.”

Relying on donations for all hut 
building efforts, the non‑profit ACC 
received a substantial boost toward reach‑
ing the $500,000 cost of this one with 
the generous contribution of long‑time 
ACC member Richard Guy, a 99‑year‑old 
mathematician who still goes to work at 
the University of Calgary every weekday. 
The hut is co‑named for his wife, Louise, 
a well‑loved member who died in 2010 at 
the age of 92.

With two dozen backcountry huts in 
the mountains of southwestern Canada, 
plus several operated by regional sections 
in other provinces, the ACC owns and 
operates the largest such in network 
North America. Since the ACC built its 
first—the Fay Hut in Kootenay National 
Park in 1927—volunteers have been 
crucial to the construction effort, and 
to many essential maintenance chores 
afterward.

For Carl Pryce, a geophysicist from 
Calgary, volunteering at the site offered a 
great father‑son bonding opportunity. 

From left, Steve Tomamichel, Darren Enderwick, Steve Doucette and Graeme Roughead relax at the end 
of another hard work day building the Louise and Richard Guy Hut. photo: pat morrow

http://icebreaker.com
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Soul of Wilderness: Mountain Journeys in Western BC and Alaska by John Baldwin and Linda Bily
In a world where three‑quarters of the planet’s surface has been altered by humans, how many of us 

can say we’ve been to places where we could truly experience pristine wilderness? In their gorgeous 160‑
page volume spilling with 100 exquisite colour images, John Baldwin and Linda Bily, partners in life and 
adventure, not only answer a definitive yes to this question, but they invite the reader along for a remark‑
able and thought‑provoking journey deep into the wild landscapes of BC and Alaska’s Coast Mountains. 
Travelling on foot and skis, Baldwin and Bily capture photos and inspiration from the region’s remote 
fjords, soaring summits, high alpine meadows and snowy slopes, all shared in this luscious coffee table 
book. 

Published by Harbour Publishing www.harbourpublishing.com.

Popular Day Hikes 4 Vancouver Island by Theo Dombrowski
Blessed with an abundance of pristine rivers, jagged peaks, old growth cedar forests, thundering waterfalls 

and ocean shoreline, Vancouver Island is home to countless Canadian national treasures. Listing 35 hikes 
ranging from six to 25 kilometres’ distance, and jammed with beautiful images and detailed topo maps, this 
guidebook provides well‑researched and well‑organized information for a wide variety of hiking interests and 
abilities. With plenty of local insider information on forestry roads, snow and mud seasons, ridgetop vistas, 
barely‑marked junctions and welcoming swimming holes, this book will undoubtedly enhance any Vancouver 
Island hiker’s explorations. 

Published by Rocky Mountain Books www.rmbooks.com.

A Jazz Guide to Banff… And the Universe by Mike Lauchlan and Jerry Auld 
What happens when you combine mountains, mystery, romance and jazz? A really fun, entertaining, jazzy 

read! Set in the iconic mountain town of Banff, this lively, entertaining romp follows the musical and amor‑
ous exploits of Ravi, a jazz trumpet player at the Banff Centre for the Arts as he romances the woman of his 
dreams while following the riffs of his heart. He also follows his nose deep into a tunnel where his encounter 
with a beaver opens up a whole other bag of trouble. While a who’s who of great jazz ghosts keep everyone on 
their toes, Ravi must stop the whole demonic orchestra or an alternate universe takes over. Sigh. Good times 
with the horn section in a mountain paradise.

Published by Imaginary Mountain Surveyors http://imaginarymountains.com.

 Classic Hikes in the Canadian Rockies by Graeme Pole
Banff, Jasper, Yoho, Kootenay, Waterton Lakes, Mount Robson, Kananaskis County and Akamina‑

Kishinena—the national and provincial parks of the Canadian Rockies are home to some of the most 
spectacular scenery in the world. Better still, those parks boast some of the best hiking trails of any mountains. 
A veteran guidebook author, Pole has narrowed the options to 63 bona‑fide classics. But it’s the added extras 
that make this book exceptionally useful to visitors to the region—info about geology, place names, glacial 
retreat, historical travel routes, fauna and flora, a three‑page wildflower guide. His nuts and bolts section on 
park regulations, bear safety, gear lists and tips for happy hiking are worthwhile too. 

Published by Mountain Vision Publishing www.mountainvision.ca.

Lawrence Grassi: From Piedmont to the Rocky Mountains by Elio Costa and Gabriele 
Scardellato

Anyone who has hiked up to Lake Oesa, Opabin Plateau, Wiwaxy Gap or the entire Alpine Circuit at 
Lake O’Hara in Yoho National Park, must have wondered who built those supremely crafted trails. Born in 
northern Italy in 1890, Andrea Lorenzo Grassi immigrated to the Canadian Rockies in 1912. He found work 
as a railway labourer, and followed his passions in the mountains. But while Canmore boasts a school, a moun‑
tain and two gem‑toned lakes named for him, little was known about the man. Meticulously researched by the 
authors, both highly qualified academics, this biography reveals much about Grassi and his experiences as a 
climber and mountain guide, his exquisite trail work and the experience of Italian immigrants of the era.

Published by the University of Toronto Press www.utpress.utoronto.ca.

The Bookpack
by lynn martel

http://www.harbourpublishing.com
http://www.rmbooks.com
http://imaginarymountains.com
http://www.utpress.utoronto.ca


Stay on top of the news, subscribe to the ACC NewsNet, our  
weekly e-bulletin. www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/newsnet/

Section Saint-Boniface du 
Club Alpin du Canada

www.cesb.net
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Attendees at the Guy Hut dedication ceremony on Sept. 11, 2015.  photo: will schmidt 

Club dedicates Guy Hut 
by erin hutchison

September 11 marked the dedication 
of The Alpine Club of Canada’s 
newest backcountry hut, bringing 

together an intimate group of members, 
donors, friends and staff to celebrate the 
Louise and Richard Guy Hut.

“We are honoured to dedicate the 
backcountry hut at Mont des Poilus, the 
Louise and Richard Guy Hut, which will 
provide a lasting legacy of their many 
contributions and a very special rela‑
tionship,” said ACC Executive Director 
Lawrence White.

For more than four decades, Louise 
and Richard Guy have dedicated their 
time, energy and expertise to the ACC. 
They served on numerous commit‑
tees, attended a combined 60 General 
Mountaineering Camps, and shared 
skills and experiences with the alpine 
community through their many global 
mountain adventures. 

“I am the luckiest person in the world. 
There are several reasons for this, but the 
chief reason is I had the company of the 
finest person in the world for 70 years,” 
Richard Guy said of his late wife, Louise.

More than 80 donors contributed 
over $506,000, and 30 volunteers contrib‑
uted their time and energy to make the 
hut a first‑class backcountry experience 

for the benefit of alpine enthusiasts 
across Canada and beyond. The support 
from the alpine community truly demon‑
strates the commitment and generosity 
of the Club’s members, donors and 
friends.

The winter‑only hut is situated at 
the midway point between the Bow and 
Stanley Mitchell huts, and gives visitors 
safer access to at least 15 individual gla‑
ciers and 20 summits in the Wapta and 
Waputik icefields area. 

“It looks like it will be a really good 
hut. I hope it lasts a hundred years,” said 
Richard, who celebrated his own 99th 
birthday in September. 

Construction began on the 1,000 
square‑foot, two‑storey hut in July 2015, 
and despite delays due to challenging 
weather conditions, the Club anticipates 
officially opening the doors of the Louise 
and Richard Guy Hut in early 2016. Be 
sure to turn to our centrefold for a photo 
of the hut under construction against its 
stunning backdrop and watch the ACC 
social media channels in the coming 
months for more details regarding book‑
ing this hut.

Thank you again to all the donors, 
members and volunteers who contributed 
to the Louise and Richard Guy Hut! 

http://www.cesb.net
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by lynn martel 

In her three‑decade career guiding 
people on remote adventures from 
the Rockies to Peru to Mongolia, 

Helen Sovdat has confidently managed 
countless challenges. 

But being named patron of the 
2015 Mountain Guides Ball, the joint 
Alpine Club of Canada / Association 
of Canadian Mountain Guides annual 
fundraising event, was a whole other kind 
of challenge.

“I was totally surprised to hear that 
I would be the Patron,” Sovdat said. “I 
had to think about it for a while before 
I accepted. As a natural introvert, it’s 
tough for me to get into the spotlight. 
But I was thrilled to represent both the 
ACMG and the ACC. I know that I am 
a bridge, strongly connected to both 
organizations.”

Over the course of her long and 
impressive career, Sovdat has guided 
heli‑skiers for Canadian Mountain 
Holidays (CMH) for 20 years, and led 
climbing and backcountry skiing trips 
and leadership development courses for 
the ACC for 35 years. She also instructs 
on the ACMG’s training program. 

She pioneered ski traverses in BC’s 
Coast Mountains, including, with part‑
ners, a 500‑kilometre glaciated alpine 
traverse from Bella Coola to Vancouver. 
She’s made three ascents of Canada’s 
highest peak, 5,959‑metre Mount Logan, 
a ski ascent of 4,250‑metre Mount 
Kennedy, climbed new routes and 
guided clients up Mounts Steele and 
Fairweather, among other Yukon peaks. 

“I love the expansive, wild Saint 
Elias,” she said. “It’s so remote, access is 
difficult, but it’s magical.” 

Internationally, she’s led numerous 
expeditions to remote and culturally 
fascinating places including Peru, Bolivia, 
Patagonia and South America’s highest 
peak, Aconcagua. Her mountaineering 
expeditions to Mongolia are a favourite 
with her clients. 

And she’s climbed three significant 
Himalayan peaks, two of them 8000ers. 
In 1996, she and Calgary’s Marg Saul 
became the first Canadian women to 
summit 8,201‑metre Cho Oyu, the 
world’s sixth‑highest mountain. That 
same year, Sovdat, Saul and the late 
Canmore climber Karen McNeill, 

Canmore guide honoured as Guides Ball Patron

climbed 6,812‑metre Ama Dablam.
Then in 2009, with both women 

marking their 50th birthdays, Sovdat 
teamed up with her long‑time friend 
Val Pitkethly, and a third teammate, 
Mel Proudlock, a British amateur with 
previous Himalayan experience, to 
climb 8,156‑metre Manaslu. In so doing, 
Pitkethly and Sovdat became the first 
Canadians to climb the world’s eighth 
highest mountain. 

No matter the peak, the country or 
the ski destination, Sovdat is widely 
admired and sincerely well‑liked by all 
who’ve shared a rope or ski turns with her. 

“Helen is strongly representative 
of women in the profession and life of 
guiding,” said ACMG President Marc 
Ledwidge. “She has taught, shared and 
role modelled the skills needed to live in 
the mountains and to ski or climb in fre‑
quently hostile environments. She began 
guiding at a time when women were not 
accepted in a traditionally male world 
and has persevered for over two decades 
pioneering ski traverses, heli‑ski guiding 
and climbing in the great ranges of the 
world. Whether she is climbing for her‑
self or at work guiding, she is supportive 
and encouraging to others around her, no 
matter their skill level or experience.”

One of nine internationally certified 
female mountain guides in Canada, 
Sovdat is just the fourth woman to be 
honoured as patron in the MGB’s 26‑year 

history, and only second, after Sharon 
Wood, to be recognized individually 
and not as part of a couple. Sovdat said 
she embraced the opportunity to rep‑
resent skilled, competent women in her 
profession. 

“I know that my female peers and 
I are still a bit of an oddity.” Sovdat 
said. “We started guiding at a time in 
the late 1980s when there were no role 
models. We’ve managed to make a career 
out of guiding despite gender roles and 
expectations. Guiding is a lifestyle that 
I have totally embraced, and I hope to 
represent and inspire all of the women 
who are in the mountains. After all, the 
ACC wouldn’t exist as it is without the 
input and drive of [co‑founder] Elizabeth 
Parker.” 

Her reputation as highly professional, 
generous and humble made Sovdat an 
ideal choice for MGB patron, said ACC 
President Gord Currie.

“Her many friends in the mountains 
of the world speak to her quiet sincerity 
and appreciation of a good story,” Currie 
said. “She is a respected guide, instructor 
and leader, and an exemplar of the meld‑
ing of immense talent and humility.”

To learn more about Sovdat, read the 
Summit Series biography, Helen Sovdat: 
Guide, Mentor, Friend, by ACC VP of 
Mountain Culture Zac Robinson. Published 
with permission from the Rocky Mountain 
Outlook.

Helen (front) leads Bibiana Cujec toward the summit of Mount Tsar in 2014. photo: larry forsyth
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At Yamnuska, we know that 
food is a critical part of any 
trip to the backcountry...

That’s why we now offer to 
you the same delicious and 
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our programs.
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Vintage register 

 photo: (cc by-nc) kyle m. smith, besta.pe/1qJxbrd

by kyle m. smith

When Alpine Club of Canada 
Vancouver Island Section 
member Kyle Smith climbed 

to the 1,789‑metre summit of Mount Tom 
Taylor last May with fellow VI member 
Brett Classen and Kevin Roberts, he 
was delighted to discover this vintage 
ACC summit register. The trio camped at 
Bedwell Lake in Strathcona Prov. Park 
and climbed the peak via the east ridge 
in stellar conditions. A first‑time climber, 
Classen has now taken to the sport. 

Kyle M. Smith is a member of the 
Vancouver Island Section.

http://www.yamnuska.com
http://www.backcountryaccess.com
http://besta.pe/1QJxBrd


other tour guests, a pair of twenty‑some‑
thing split‑boarders from Boulder, 
Colorado, late in the afternoon of Easter 
Sunday. With a Finnish mountain guide 
(also with a Canadian connection) at the 
wheel of a minibus, we drove for an hour 
to Húsavik where we would spend the 
night asleep in our mobile mountain‑hut, 
the Haukur. There we were introduced 
to the skipper, Alli Ólafsson, a veteran 
blue‑water fishing captain, and the cook, 
Finnbogi Kristinsson, whose “day job” is 
ship’s cook on a container ship travelling 
between Iceland and northern Europe. 
Simon, a Dutch engineering student with 
tall ship sailing experience, completed the 
crew. A third pair of guests had cancelled 
earlier so we ended up with a pretty posh 
ratio of four staff to four guests. 

It was just as well. The arrangements 
below deck redefined the word “cozy” 
for me, but in truth were probably not 
too different from what one would find 
in The Alpine Club of Canada’s Scott 
Duncan Hut on some occasions. The 
sleeping arrangements—consisting of 
berths along the side walls of the boat 
each with a curtain for privacy—were 
luxurious by mountain hut standards and 
a good deal quieter.

After a tasty breakfast and a quick trip 
across the fjord the following morning, 
we landed on the shore in a Zodiac and 
started skinning up. Mixed snow and 
wet grass quickly turned to full cover and 
after just over three hours we were on 
the summit of Skálavíkurhnjúkur (1,129 
metres) looking out over spectacular 
scenery under brilliant sunshine. Skiing 
down, we began with classic boilerplate.

“Bienvenue à Mont Tremblant,” 
Stephane said. 

sickness! I signed up immediately and 
convinced my partner, David Hanna to 
join me.

Leaving Edmonton on the night of 
Good Friday, I was in Reykjavik six hours 
later where I met up with David who had 
arrived from Montreal. We rented a car 
and drove to Akureyri on the north coast 
of Iceland where the trip would begin. 
The road was deserted and the scenery 
was starkly beautiful with grass‑covered 
lava rocks and distant snow‑covered 
peaks. Groups of hardy Icelandic horses 
lined up with their backs to the wind and 
the horizontal rain were seen from time 
to time. There was a complete absence 
of trees of any size, hence the local joke: 
“What should you do if you are lost in an 
Icelandic forest? Stand up!”

After an early night to deal with 
jetlag, we received an email from our 
trip guide introducing himself and 
informing us of the meeting point. In 
a country where most male names are 
patronymic (think Gudjonson) Stephane 
Poirier seemed a bit out of place; we were 
intrigued. As we expected, Stephane is 
originally from Quebec. He has lived 
in Revelstoke, BC for the better part 
of two decades and is a ski guide with 
Selkirk Tangiers Heli Skiing. He spends 
the incredibly short Icelandic ski sea‑
son (it’s too dark to ski almost until it 
gets too warm to have snow) guiding 
with Bergmenn, whose owner, Jökull 
Bergmann, is Iceland’s only UIAGM/
IFMGA guide. We were proud to learn 
he trained in Canada and that the aspir‑
ant ski guides in his company are also 
following the Canadian mountain guide 
training path.

We met Stephane, along with two 

place in the Rockies—if the Rockies were 
flooded up to past tree line. 

It all started with a back injury a 
few months earlier. I could not face the 
heavy pack required for a spring traverse 
in British Columbia, so I started inves‑
tigating the options for a hut‑to‑hut ski 
tour, perhaps in Europe. Thanks to the 
Web I quickly discovered the ski‑to‑sea 
concept promoted by an Icelandic com‑
pany, Bergmenn Mountain Guides in 
cooperation with a sailing tour operator, 
North Sailing. The idea was to climb and 
ski a 1,000‑metre peak during the day, 
returning to the boat and travelling to 
a new location during the evening and 
sleeping while tied up in a harbour—the 
latter being important to avoid motion 

Iceland—from ski to sea
by bibiana cuJec

I wiped the traces of vomit from my lower lip, pulled my upper 
body back over the rail and made my way towards my perch 
in front of the wheelhouse. I scanned the horizon as the boat 

pitched in five‑metre swells and snow squalls bit into my face. 
Gazing into the distance seemed to help—a bit. Was I having fun? 
You bet!

I was ensconced on the deck of a beautiful two‑masted oak 
schooner, snug in foul‑weather coveralls and looking out at hun‑
dreds of seabirds gracefully swooping over the waves while we 
motored past spectacular lava cliffs edging a fjord on the north 
coast of Iceland. We had spent the earlier part of the day skinning 
up and skiing down a beautiful peak that would not look out of 

The Haukur is moored in Dalvik Harbor.  
photo: stephane poirier

The view overlooking Dalvik, in the north of Iceland, includes beautiful snowy 
mountains and deep blue sea, but no powder. photo: stephane poirier
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But we finished up on lovely corn, 
right down to the beach. Although some 
ankle‑deep windblown snow can some‑
times be found in certain collection spots, 
this is pretty much par for the course. It’s 
not Selkirk powder!

While were we on the mountain the 
wind had picked up considerably and 
getting into the Zodiac, bobbing in the 
surf, was a challenge. It’s the first time my 
ski boots have been soaked in seawater.

The wind was too strong for skiing 
the following day so we explored the 
island of Hrisey and spent some time in 
its municipal “hot pot” pools. Geothermal 
energy is everywhere in Iceland and the 
pools, not unlike those in Banff, are either 
supplied directly, or the water is heated 
by geothermal electricity. You can tell the 
difference by whether or not it smells of 
sulfur.

We were back skiing the following 

From left, David Hanna, Bibiana Cujec, Allie Olafsson, two visitors, Anthony and Becca enjoy life aboard 
the ski-to-sea sailboat. photo: stephane poirier

two days and made it to the summits of 
Múlakolla and Sauðaneshnjúkar near 
the fishing villages of Ólafsfjörður and 
Dalvik.

Ski crampons were frequently in use 
and descents were noisy and bumpy, but 
you could not beat the scenery. From the 
summit of Múlakolla we could see the 
Island of Grimsey 40 kilometres away. 
Straddling the Arctic Circle it is Iceland’s 
northernmost point. As a Canadian of a 
certain age, I am ashamed to say that this 
is as far north as I have ever been. 

I could not help but think of the 
courage of the Vikings who sailed these 
waters a thousand years ago and how they 
made it all the way to Newfoundland 
in open boats not much longer than our 
schooner. I wonder if they got seasick 
along the way.

Alpine Club of Canada member Bibiana 
Cujec is from Edmonton, and David Hanna 
is a member living in Montreal.

http://marmot.com/
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par steven rockarts

Je suis entré en escalade et au Club 
alpin du Canada par hasard il y a 
quatre ans. Un dimanche paresseux 

de printemps, au lieu de m’ennuyer chez 
moi j’avais décidé de fouiner dans les 
magasins du coin, et un stand présentant 
des chaussures d’escalade et une corde a 
attiré mon regard.

J’ai demandé : « qu’est‑ce que vous 
faites, les gars? » et le type du stand me 
dit que le mardi suivant, on donnerait 
un cours d’escalade de rochers. Sans 
savoir dans quoi je m’embarquais, je lui 
ai demandé de m’inscrire. Du jour au 
lendemain, j’apprenais les compétences 
d’escalade dans le cadre des séances 
« Été dans les montagnes » de la section 
d’Edmonton du Club, qui duraient six 
semaines. Jolie aubaine pour moi, qui 
croyais m’être inscrit pour une seule 
journée d’enseignement dans une salle de 
classe. Sans que je le sache, c’était le début 
de quelque chose de grand.

Depuis ces premiers cours du CAC 
pour débutants, j’ai passé beaucoup de 
temps à perfectionner mes habiletés pour 
faire de l’escalade en sécurité, seul avec 
Liz, ma petite amie. Maintenant, au lieu 
de nous contenter d’admirer de loin les 
montages comme des touristes, nous 
faisons l’expérience d’endroits et de vues 
magnifiques que très peu de gens arrivent 
à voir de près. Nos vacances s’organisent 
autour de la visite de quelques‑unes des 
meilleures destinations d’escalade en 

Amérique du Nord. Nous entrons dans 
l’avion avec un bagage à main bourré d’un 
équipement bien différent des ordinateurs 
et des appareils vidéo que la plupart des 
gens emportent avec eux. J’ai même eu 
quelques rires nerveux une fois quand, 
en pressant mon sac de craie sans savoir 
ce que c’était, un des agents de la sécurité 
des transports (TSA) s’est fait complète‑
ment blanchir le visage. Les visites à Las 
Vegas signifient bien plus que gaspiller 
notre argent dans les casinos; on peut 
maintenant claquer le nôtre en équipe‑
ments dispendieux pour escalader le grès 
incroyable de Red Rocks, tout juste à 
l’extérieur de la ville. Quand nous visitons 
des métropoles comme Los Angeles ou 
New York, nous sommes impatients de 
nous en éloigner pour escalader à Joshua 
Tree ou les Gunks. Même en Alberta, il 
n’y a pas meilleure sensation que se rendre 
aux rochers ou aux glaces des Rocheuses 
chaque weekend que nous pouvons. 

Le CAC m’a mis sur la piste de 
quelques‑unes des plus enrichissantes 
expériences de ma vie. Aussi j’ai décidé 
qu’il était temps de donner en retour. Ces 
quatre dernières années, j’ai employé les 
compétences que j’ai apprises grâce au 
Club pour emmener d’autres personnes 
en escalade. Comme chef d’excursion 
amateur du CAC, j’ai eu le privilège 
d’emmener des gens pour leur première 
fois en escalade sur glace, en escalade 
mixte, en escalade sur rocher et en 

escalade à plusieurs longueurs. Un ami 
emmené l’hiver passé m’a fait l’un des 
plus beaux compliments de ma vie en 
me disant que le week‑end qu’il avait 
passé à acquérir des compétences en 
escalade sur glace pendant l’une de mes 
expéditions lui avait paru tout droit sorti 
du livre Freedom of the Hills, qu’il avait 
lu pendant son enfance. Pendant une 
autre expédition du CAC, un affable 
monsieur d’âge mûr s’était inscrit. Il avait 
commencé à grimper tard dans sa vie et 
voulait apprendre l’escalade sur rocher. 
Je n’ai pu m’empêcher de sourire à le voir 
entreprendre pour la première fois un 5.10 
qui avait donné beaucoup du mal à des 
gens deux fois plus jeunes. Il a été très 
valorisant de l’emmener, plus tôt cet été, 
faire une première escalade à plusieurs 
longueurs aux chutes Takakkaw du parc 
national Yoho.

Mes deux disciplines préférées d’es‑
calade sont la traditionnelle et la mixte. 
J’ai eu la chance cet été de faire un certain 
nombre d’itinéraires fantastiques dans 
les Bugaboos et dans les Rocheuses. Le 
défi mental qu’ajoute le fait de devoir 
penser aux équipements à utiliser en plus 
des bonnes séquences de mouvements à 
faire, en plus de l’aventure de l’escalade 
traditionnelle en fait mon style préféré 
pendant l’été.

Cet hiver, j’espère me pousser en esca‑
lade mixte et réussir la voie Cryophobia 
dans les Rocheuses albertaines. Dès que 
la neige a fondu en avril dernier, j’ai 
commencé chez moi à faire des tours de 
dry‑tooling sur mon mur d’escalade et de 
l’entraînement fractionné. Pour moi, la 
partie la plus accrocheuse de l’escalade est 
de me pousser vers des buts que je croyais 
impossibles avant que je commence. 
Derrière toutes les grandes voies, il y a 
des grimpeurs qui ont consacré beaucoup 
de leur temps à s’entraîner pour le jour 
où ils donnent tout ce qu’ils ont pour 
réaliser leur voie de rêve. Je suis vraiment 
impatient du jour de cet hiver où j’aurai 
l’occasion de lutter avec ma voie de rêve. 
Si je ne la finis pas, cela me motivera à 
mon prochain essai. Et si je la réussis, il 
y a toujours des voies plus grosses et plus 
redoutables là‑bas qui attendent. Voilà 
pourquoi escalader m’accroche! 

Steve Rockarts vit à Edmonton, où il est 
membre de la section Edmonton du CAC.

Escalader m’accroche!

Steven Rockarts installe une pièce d’équipement sur Pinguicula à l’arrière du lac Louise (Alberta).
Steven Rockarts places a piece of gear on Pinguicula at the Back of the Lake, Lake Louise, Alberta.  
photo: liz bolt
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I started. Behind every big route there’s 
a climber who has given up a lot of their 
spare time to train for the eventual day 
they get to walk up to their dream route 
and give it everything they have to try 
to send it. I’m really looking forward to 
the day this winter when I get to wrestle 
with my dream route; if I don’t complete 
the route it will be motivation for the 
next time I attempt it. If I do complete it, 
there is always a bigger, badder route out 
there waiting. That’s why I love climbing 
rocks!

Steve Rockarts is an ACC Edmonton 
Section member.

I’ve learned through the Club to take 
others out climbing. As an ACC amateur 
trip leader I’ve had the privilege of taking 
people ice climbing, mixed climbing, rock 
climbing and multi‑pitch climbing for 
their first time. After taking a friend out 
last winter, one of the biggest compli‑
ments I’ve ever received was him telling 
me that he had read the book Freedom 
of the Hills as a kid, and the weekend he 
had just spent learning ice climbing skills 
on one of my trips was like something 
straight out of the book. On another 
ACC trip, I had a middle‑aged gentleman 
sign up who had begun scrambling later 
in life and wanted to learn rock climbing. 
I couldn’t help but smile watching him 
make it up a 5.10 on his first try that 
people half his age had struggled on. 
Earlier this summer, it was very reward‑
ing to take him up his first multi‑pitch at 
Takakkaw Falls in Yoho National Park.

My two favourite disciplines of climb‑
ing are trad climbing and mixed climbing. 
This summer I was lucky enough to 
do a number of fantastic routes in the 
Bugaboos and in the Rockies. The added 
mental challenge of having to think about 
which piece of gear to place in addition to 
the right sequence of moves, along with 
the adventure of trad climbing makes it 
my preferred style in the summer.

This winter, I’m hoping to push 
myself mixed climbing and send the 
route Cryophobia in Alberta’s Ghost area. 
As soon as the snow melted last April I 
immediately starting putting in dry tool‑
ing laps and tabata hangs on my home 
wall. For me, the most addictive part of 
climbing is pushing myself to accomplish 
goals I didn’t think were possible before 

by steven rockarts

I got into climbing and The Alpine 
Club of Canada by chance four years 
ago one lazy spring Sunday. Instead 

of sitting around being bored at home I 
decided to check out the local stores and 
a booth set up with climbing shoes and a 
rope caught my eye. 

“What do you guys do?” I asked. The 
guy in the booth told me that starting 
the following Tuesday, there would be 
a class teaching rock climbing outside. 
Not knowing what I was getting into, 
I told him to sign me up. Next thing 
I know I’m signed up for six weeks of 
the Edmonton Section’s Summer in the 
Mountains sessions learning about climb‑
ing skills. Pretty good deal for thinking I 
was signing up for one day of learning in 
a classroom. Little did I know it would be 
the start of something great.

Since taking those beginner ACC 
classes, I have put a lot of practise into 
perfecting my skills to be able to go out 
climbing safely on my own with my girl‑
friend, Liz. Now instead of being a tourist 
who simply looks at the mountains from 
a distance, we get to experience terrific 
views and places very few people get to 
see up close. Our vacations have become 
centered around visiting some of the 
premier climbing destinations in North 
America. We now walk onto the plane 
with a carry‑on bag full of trad gear 
instead of the typical laptops and video 
game systems most people carry. I even 
got a few nervous laughs once when I 
saw a TSA (Transportation Security 
Administration) agent get a face full of 
chalk after they squeezed my chalk bag 
not realizing what it was. Visits to Las 
Vegas now have more meaning than just 
blowing our money in the casinos; now 
we can blow our money on expensive trad 
gear and climb the amazing sandstone of 
Red Rocks just outside the city. When we 
visit big cities such as LA or New York 
we can’t wait to leave the city and climb 
at Joshua Tree or the Gunks. Even within 
Alberta, there is no better feeling than 
heading towards some of the ice or rocks 
in the Rocky Mountains every weekend 
we get the chance. 

The ACC started me toward some of 
the most rewarding experiences of my 
life, so I decided it was time to give back. 
In the last four years I’ve used the skills 

Climbing Rocks! 

Steven Rockarts displays his best dry tooling 
moves at Gorby Canyon, Alberta. photo: liz bolt

Steven Rockarts expose ses meilleurs gestes de 
dry tooling à Gorby Canyon (Alberta).

Everybody loves to receive a thank you letter, and The Alpine Club of Canada is no 
exception. But then, the Club was more than happy to donate to this worthy institution. 

Acknowledgement letter
Dear sirs, 

On behalf of PAHS we would like to thank you for the donation of $12,990 
for the management of earthquake disaster victims at our hospital. We 
highly appreciate your kindness and generosity. 

Thanking you. Yours Sincerely, 

Prof. Sangita Bhandary Vice Chancellor
Patan Academy of Health Sciences, Lagankhel-5, Lalitpur, Nepal
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The President and Mount McArthur form a spectacular 
backdrop as the Louise and Richard Guy Hut takes 

shape on the Wapta Icefield. Photo: Pat Morrow
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are crucial to the population, environment 
and economy of western and northern 
Canada.

Data from the Athabasca project is 
combined with the U of S’s ongoing stud‑
ies at Fortress Mountain and Marmot 
Creek in Kananaskis Country, and at 
Helen Creek and Peyto Glacier in Banff 
National Park.

“Having the Athabasca Glacier to 
work on is important,” Pomeroy said. 
“The dramatic shrinkage of Peyto Glacier 
over recent decades has made it a less 
viable research site for us. Contrasting the 
well‑studied Peyto with the Athabasca is a 
way for us to learn much more about how 
these icefields maintain their glaciers.”

much freshwater this is putting into the 
many rivers that have their headwaters 
there. It will also help us to estimate how 
much water might be available in the 
future as the icefield melts away.”

Establishing and maintaining 
instrumented sites on glaciers is always 
challenging, and a main reason relatively 
little science has been done on glaciers 
compared to other land features. The 
scope of this summer’s Athabasca project 
has previously only been pursued on a 
small scale in Austria and Iceland. 

“The Athabasca is as good as it gets 
for a glacier—easy access by road, easy 
to walk onto,” Conway said. “But even 
100 metres from the parking lot this site 
is still harder to maintain than any in 
the Prairies. Glaciers are always moving, 
always changing.”

Installing a station requires drilling 
into the ice and inserting a pole which is 
supported by guy wires or a tripod base 
capable of withstanding fierce winds. 
Instruments are attached to record 
weather conditions. The set‑up must be 
adjusted regularly through the summer as 
the melting ice continuously lowers the 
platform. 

Information gained is important 
beyond the Rockies. While the Athabasca 
ultimately flows to the Arctic Ocean, 
the less accessible Saskatchewan Glacier, 
descending from the Columbia Icefield a 
few kilometres south, eventually flows to 
Lake Winnipeg. These watershed basins 

measured wind speed, temperature, 
humidity and pressure up to 200 metres 
above the ice. Above 30 metres, they 
learned, wind and weather readings don’t 
vary much, but closer to the ice condi‑
tions fluctuate considerably. Using a kite 
to gather data costs a fraction of the price 
and weighs considerably less than trad‑
itional large balloon profiling equipment 
that requires helium tanks and winches to 
operate. 

“We can carry it in a backpack and 
it makes it possible for us to get a lot 
of information for not much money,” 
Conway said. “What we want to know is 
what’s driving the wind, and how does it 
impact the glacier’s melting?”

Like the vast majority of glaciers 
worldwide, the Athabasca, the largest of 
six tongues of ice descending from the 
Columbia Icefield, and the icefield itself 
are melting at an increasingly rapid rate. 
In the past 125 years, the Athabasca has 
receded more than 1.5 kilometres and lost 
half its volume. Currently it’s losing 5.5 
metres annually.

“The Columbia Icefield and 
Athabasca Glacier are incredibly import‑
ant indicators of climate warming and 
also influence other [natural] systems 
because of their location at the triple 
point Crown of the Continent source 
for the Columbia, Saskatchewan and 
Athabasca rivers, and because of their 
great size,” Pomeroy said. 

“This will help us to calculate how fast 
the Columbia Icefield is melting and how 

Researchers seek answers from Athabasca Glacier 
by lynn martel

The ice surface crunches underfoot, the top few 
centimetres softened by warm summer sun. 
After 45 minutes of walking up the Athabasca 

Glacier, Dr. Jonathan Conway joins two men stand‑
ing on the ice looking into the sky. 

Warren Helgason and Bruce Johnson are flying a 
kite.

They are doing this as part of a scientific research 
project conducted by the University of Saskatchewan’s 
Centre for Hydrology under the direction of Canada 
Research Chair in Water Resources and Climate 
Change, Dr. John Pomeroy. 

Over four weeks this summer, scientists monitored 
several instrument stations as part of a glacier melt/
glacier weather research project, the scale of which has 
never before been conducted in the Canadian Rockies. 

The colourful nylon kite with baffles and a stream‑
ing tail is secured to an ice climbing screw drilled into 
the glacier. Fitted with a pocket weather meter they’ve 

University of Saskatchewan researchers Warren Helgeson and Bruce Johnson fly a kite fitted 
with a pocket weather meter near the base of Mount Andromeda as part of an extensive 
project carried out on the Athabasca Glacier this summer. photo: lynn martel

Dr. Jonathan Conway collects data from an 
instrument site near the toe of the Athabasca 
Glacier in Jasper National Park.  
photo: lynn martel
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ACC Financial Grants Program

Through the generosity of many donors, The Alpine Club of Canada has 
established funds to support mountaineering related projects and initiatives. 
The deadline for submission of financial grant applications is January 31, 2015. 

Grant recipients will be announced mid‑March 2015.
The Environment Grant  provides support that contributes to the protection 
and preservation of alpine flora and fauna in their natural habitat. The focus of 
the grant is wilderness conservation.
The Jen Higgins Grant  promotes creative and energetic alpine related outdoor 
pursuits by young women. These projects should demonstrate initiative, creativ‑
ity, energy and resourcefulness with an emphasis on self‑propelled wilderness 
travel, and should provide value and interest to the community.
Jim Colpitts Memorial Scholarship  encourages young climbers between the 
ages of 17 and 24 to participate in mountain related courses and programs such 
as wilderness first aid, avalanche training, rock/crevasse rescue and mountain 
leadership training.
Karl Nagy Memorial Scholarship  assists aspirant guides and volunteer leaders 
gain invaluable experience by offering the opportunity to guide as an amateur 
leader for one week of the GMC under the supervision of the camp staff.

For info and application forms visit: www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/grants or call the 
ACC National Office at 403‑678‑3200 ext. 108.
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understand what the future threshold for 
rapid glacier melt might be. What size 
does an icefield need to be to keep this 
localized cooling effect intact? As the 
ice shrinks past that point we can expect 

The Columbia and Athabasca reveal 
what the rest of the Rockies were like in 
the past, while the less glaciated Peyto 
and other non‑glaciated sites show parts 
of what the Columbia and Athabasca 
environments might be like in the future 
as climate warming progresses.

The scientists hope to learn how 
icefields regulate their own climate by 
cooling the local air mass and interacting 
with the non‑glaciated—and therefore 
warmer—valley bottom to essentially 
create their own weather. 

Current glacier and snow melt rates 
exceed anything measured in the past, 
Pomeroy added. 

“This is part of some long term trends 
that are associated with atmospheric 
warming from increased greenhouse gas 
concentrations in the atmosphere that 
are due to human‑caused greenhouse gas 
emissions. The localized cooling of the 
atmosphere over the Athabasca Glacier 
and others like it caused by contact with 
the ice can help in a small way to slow the 
glacier melt, but we need to understand 
how large the icefield and glacier will 
need to remain in the future so as to keep 
this cooling intact. 

“This experiment will help us to 

greatly accelerated melt rates and that 
would be a very serious tipping point for 
an alpine glacier and icefield.”

Previously published in the Rocky 
Mountain Outlook and Whistler Pique.

http://cmhski.com


YOU NEED THIS !

NEW COURSE !

NEW CAMP !

Alpine Club of Canada     MOUNTAIN ADVENTURES

www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/adventures   |   adventures@alpineclubofcanada.ca

Drummond-Bonnet 
Traverse

April 9 - 16 $1795

AST 1 & 2
Variable Dates
$195  &  $595

Learn to Backcountry Ski
Lake Louise: December 4 - 10 $495

Canmore: January 8 - 10 $495

David Thompson Corridor 
Ice Camp

Feb 13 - 16 $995

NEW LOCATION !
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What’s your pleasure?

flocked to attend its famous universities.
The golden‑toothed driver let me off 

at Chor Minor Hotel in the city centre. 
I walked miles and became lost amidst 
beautiful architecture—ancient mosques, 
beautiful ponds, Uzbek ladies in lovely 
flowery clothes, former universities, pal‑
aces turned into studios for artisans and 
artists decorated with Persian miniature 
paintings, clothing, carpets, woodwork, 
tiles, fur hats, pottery, painted wood. I 
admired tea shops and restaurants by the 
great plaza and pond where families of 
old and young sipped tea with kids play‑
ing around. 

Next came a home stay in the Nuratau 
Mountains in the Pamir‑Alay range, 
rising to 2,169 metres. After getting lost 
we found the winding dirt road and I 
dragged my bag down a steep path to an 
unheated room with a rolled up mattress. 
Homestays are popular with “conscien‑
tious tourists.” The couple in their 50s 
with three children, two grandchildren 
and the grandfather all lived there. 

veggies, spices. I thought I was in the 
country of 1,000 tales of Arabia. I loved 
the mixture of Asians, Russians, Mongols, 
Chinese, Koreans, Persians and more. 
The Uzbeks call themselves Asian. It is a 
Muslim country but secular and modern 
where women are not covered. 

I flew to Khiva, a museum city, where 
I met my driver—who had a whole set 
of gold teeth, which I found mesmer‑
izing—who left me at my guest house. 
I wandered the streets of this ancient 
Muslim city with minarets, mosques, old 
madrasas everywhere and domes reflect‑
ing the beautiful sunset orange colours. 

After a brief stay in a yurt with 
torrential rains next to former ancient 
cities engulfed in the desert, we drove 
to Bukhara. Among other things it is 
where Avicenna was born in 980 AD, the 
greatest philosopher/scientist in Islam 
who wrote more than 230 books. Holy 
Bukhara was the Florence of the ancient 
Islamic world where pilgrims, students, 
philosophers, scientists and astronomers 

by marie laure valandro

For the last four years, I have been 
travelling, mostly alone, to many 
countries often overlooked to 

research a book I’m writing on ancient 
religions. Uzbekistan was the last stop of 
my journey. 

I asked the Russian/English/Uzbek 
speaking female travel agent to arrange 
for home stays in yurts, and for sugges‑
tions for hiking in the mountains close 
to Kyrgyzstan. I also asked about visiting 
famous cities, including Khiva, the once 
centre of Genghis Khan’s empire, and the 
high cultural centre of Persian intelligent‑
sia—philosopher poet Rumi, Chinese and 
Buddhis sages, Sufi masters, Zoroastrian 
fire worshippers, Manichean priests and 
Jews all left their wisdom there. 

Tashkent is a Moscow style city, 
with extra‑large avenues, museums and 
white marble galore. It also has the most 
magnificent covered outdoor market, the 
Chorsu Bazaar, as big as a football field 
with mountains of pistachios, walnuts, 
almonds, hazelnuts, dried and fresh fruits, 

Uzbekistan reveals colourful culture 

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/adventures/


Programme de bourses du CAC

Grâce à la générosité de nombreux donateurs, le Club Alpin du Canada a établi des fonds pour soutenir des projets et des 
initiatives liés à l’alpinisme. La date limite pour la soumission des demandes de bourse est le 31 janvier. Les lauréats seront 
annoncés à la mi‑mars.

La Bourse Environnement  fournit un soutien qui contribue à la protection et la préservation de la flore et la faune alpines dans 
leur habitat naturel. L’objectif de la subvention est la conservation des régions sauvages.
La Bourse Jen Higgins  promeut les activités créatives et énergiques poursuivies par les jeunes femmes en contexte alpin. Ces pro‑
jets devraient faire preuve d’initiative, de créativité, d’énergie et d’ingéniosité; mettre l’accent sur le voyage automoteur en milieu 
sauvage, et fournir de la valeur et de l’intérêt à la communauté.
La Bourse Jim Colpitts  favorise la participation des jeunes grimpeurs de 17 à 24 ans à des cours et des programmes associés à 
la montagne, comme le secourisme en milieu sauvage, la sécurité en cas d’avalanche, le sauvetage en crevasses et rochers, et des 
formations en leadership de montagne. 

Visiter : www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/grants ou appelez le bureau national du CAC au (403) 678‑3200 ext. 108 pour s’informer et 
accéder aux demandes de candidature.
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An Uzbek woman plays a traditional 
instrument. photo: marie laure valandro 

Marie Laure Valandro, left, pauses with an 
Uzbek family in front of an historic mosque in 
Samarkand. photo: marie laure valandro collection

The farm was surrounded by moun‑
tains in a small valley at the foot of a large 
desert with a stream flowing through it. 
An inviting platform with cushions by 
the stream shaded by enormous walnut 
trees was where I ate breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. I spent my days hiking the high 
mountain paths, meeting flocks of sheep 
and wild galloping horses with villages 
in the distant mountains. The family had 
a milking cow for cheese and yogurt, 
and an oven sphere in mud where the 
flat bread was slapped inside through an 
opening. They travel to town by motor 
bike. The youngest daughter was pre‑
paring for her wedding with beautifully 
embroidered colourful clothing.

As if by magic, driver number three 
came and took me to Samarkand, the 
home of Tamerlane, a Turk/Mongol des‑
cendant of Genghis Khan. He employed 

architects, artists, poets, scientists and 
artisans from around the Muslim world 
to build this extraordinary city. It is home 
to several outstanding mosque complexes 
at the Registan public square, which 
tower over the believers in their majestic 
grandeur with amazing tile work. 

But the pièce de résistance was the 
former cemetery housing ancient kings 
and queens in amazing mausoleums, with 
tiled interiors with arabesques in lapis 
lazuli, turquoise, yellow, black and white. I 
spent hours in there, especially near sun‑
set where the magic colours hit the red 
brick buildings. From the hill cemetery 
I could see the snowy Pamir peaks of 
Tajikistan, very close also to Afghanistan.

Heading north, I rode a bullet train to 
Tashkent and caught glimpses of sheep 
and cows grazing outside. Guide/driver 
number four picked me up, and we drove 
toward the snowy mountainsides with 
large villas. 

After viewing the stunning Chorvok 
Reservoir overlooking Chimgan we 
climbed up and entered forbidden terri‑
tory. “Don’t worry,” my guide said. “Give 
the army guys your passport at the road‑
block because we are going hiking just 
a few kilometres from Kyrgyzstan and 
Kazakhstan.”

Driving on dirt roads, we arrived at a 
guest house overlooking the fast‑flowing 
glacial river, and my guide transformed 
into a mountain guide. Hiking up the 
mountain path along a tumbling rocky 
stream full of spring flowers with views 
of high snowy peaks, he climbed like a 

goat over the rugged terrain. No spring 
chicken at 65, I kept up with him, thanks 
to many years of hiking and skiing in the 
Canadian Rockies. Slowly, majestic snowy 
summits appeared with beautiful small 
mountain meadows where the locals were 
preparing for planting. We arrived in a 
large forest of birch trees and then went 
back via another path.

Then a surprise, a table set with white 
linen where we feasted on a sumptuous 
meal of lamb cooked on charcoals, pota‑
toes, tomatoes, bread, cucumber, cookies 
and my favourite, fresh strawberries with 
whipped cream, and, of course, black tea.

My last accommodation was in a 
stunning hotel facing the very large 
Chorvok turquoise reservoir with glorious 
multi coloured iris gardens.

Marie Laure Valandro lives in Golden, 
BC and is a member of the ACC Central 
Alberta Section. Read more of her adven-
tures at www.steinerbooks.org.

http://www.steinerbooks.org
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affORdaBle 
Himalaya & seattle GlaCieR sCHOOl 

5% disCOunt fOR aCC memBeRs

Climbing and walking trips for men 
and women, with Dan Mazur. 
All ages and abilities, expert to novice. 
Everest summit climbs, training 
climbs, and treks, Mount Elbrus, Ama 
Dablam, Cho Oyu, Baruntse, North 
Col, Lhotse, Everest Glacier School, 
Island Peak, Muztagh Ata, Mera 
Peak, Shishapangma, Aconcagua, 
Kilimanjaro, Mount Kenya. Charity 
Service Walks near Everest, Seattle 
Glacier School during summer and 
Canada‑USA Friendship winter 
climbing school (free, no charge).

www.SummitClimb.com
info@SummitClimb.com
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facebook.com/alpineclubofcanada
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NOTICES

stay On tOP Of tHe 
ClimBinG neWs

Subscribe to the ACC NewsNet, our 
weekly e‑bulletin to receive climbing 
related news and events, ACC national 
and regional news and events, grants 
and discount offers, unusual climbing 
or ski conditions, announcements 
of new climbing and guide books, 
relevant career and volunteer postings, 
mountain culture, access, environment 
and much more. Subscribe at 
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/newsnet

CANADIAN ALPINE JOURNAL 
suBmissiOns

Deadline for submitting articles for 
the upcoming CAJ is February 1, 2016.  
For more information, visit:
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/caj

GMC week 6
Due to popular demand, we’ve added a sixth week to the 2016 General 

Mountaineering Camp, which will take place at the Sorcerer Group in BC’s 
Northern Selkirks. Now you can choose from any week between July 9 and August 20. 
www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/gmc
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To bring together, and give voice to,  
Canada’s mountaineering community.

Tous ensemble, bien représenter et faire apprécier la 
communauté canadienne des amateurs de montagne.
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Certains changements de politique 
et de tarifs ont été apportés aux 
refuges du Club alpin du Canada. 

Les taux par nuitée ont été augmentés, 
étendant leurs avantages à tous nos mem‑
bres, tout en les ouvrant aux membres des 
clubs alpins d’autres nationalités.

Les nouveaux tarifs sont de 30 $ par 
nuitée pour les membres du CAC et de 
40 $ pour les non‑membres.

Le CAC est une organisation à but 
non lucratif et nous voulons que les 
gens s’intéressent à l’arrière‑pays. Nous 
croyons que plus les gens connaîtront 
et aimeront la nature sauvage, plus ils 
la valoriseront et se soucieront de la 
protéger. Nous faisons donc de notre 
mieux pour que nos tarifs restent les plus 
bas possible. Mais les coûts augmentent : 
du bois de chauffage et du gaz aux héli‑
coptères et aux salaires du personnel, tout 
entre en compte dans notre gestion du 
plus grand réseau de refuges en nature de 
l’Amérique du Nord. Il y a aussi des coûts 

en capital — certains refuges sont en 
fonction depuis 90 ans et leur intendance 
nous tient à cœur. Nous avons aussi un 
engagement pour des politiques respons‑
ables en eau, en énergie et en gestion des 
déchets dans l’arrière‑pays, afin de nous 
rapprocher le plus possible d’un impact 
zéro dans les régions où nous gérons des 
installations.

Les membres du club ne nécessitent 
plus la formule Surclassement pour 
bénéficier de tarifs et de privilèges de 
réservation avantageux. Tous les membres 
du CAC reçoivent maintenant les avan‑
tages de tarifs réduits et de la possibilité 
de réserver une année à l’avance sans 
devoir se procurer de surclassement. 
Pour les membres qui ont préalablement 
opté pour la formule Surclassement, cela 
représente des économies annuelles de 
24 $. Pour les membres qui n’achètent pas 
régulièrement la formule Surclassement, 
cela signifie des avantages supplémen‑
taires pour le même prix d’adhésion.

Modifications apportées aux tarifs 

capital costs—some of our huts have been 
around for 90 years and we take seriously 
our stewardship of them. We also have a 
commitment to responsible policies for 
water, energy and waste management in 
the backcountry with the goal of coming 
as close as possible to zero impact on the 
areas in which we operate facilities.

Club members no longer require a 
Facilities Upgrade to enjoy preferred 
rates and advance booking privileges. 
All members of the ACC now receive 
the benefits of lower rates and one‑
year advance booking without having 
to purchase an upgrade. For members 
who previously purchased the Facilities 
Upgrade, this amounts to a savings of $24 
per year. For our members who do not 
regularly purchase the Facilities Upgrade, 
this means additional benefits for the 
same membership price.

Some policy and fee changes have 
been made to Alpine Club of 
Canada huts. Overnight rates 

have been increased, extending facilities 
benefits to all ACC members and opening 
up our hut benefits to members of other 
nations’ alpine clubs.

The new hut rates are $30/night 
for ACC members and $40/night for 
non‑members. 

The ACC is a non‑profit organization 
and we want people to get into the back‑
country—we figure the more people know 
and love the wilderness the more they’ll 
value and want to protect it. So we do our 
best to keep our rates as low as possible. 
But costs increase. Everything from fire‑
wood and propane to helicopters and staff 
wages factor into our day‑to‑day running 
of the largest network of backcountry 
huts in North America. There are also 

Changes made to ACC hut fees

http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/blog/abbot-pass-hut-extreme-maintenance-parts-i-and-ii/
http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/blog/abbot-pass-hut-extreme-maintenance-parts-i-and-ii/
http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/facility/huts-and-the-environment/
http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/huts
http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/huts
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The Club has embarked on a new, three-year strategic plan that focuses on four key 
areas:  

1. Enhancing human capacity.
2. Advancing financial sustainability and growth.
3. Expanding marketing and communications. 
4. Improving systems and processes.  

We have made significant strides in terms of updating our governance practices, and 
we have formed a new committee of the Board to review our human resources and 
compensation policies.  We have also undertaken a review of our aging Information 
Technology backbone in order to be able to provide better service to our members, 
including online hut booking.

After many years of discussion, we have hired a fund development consultant to 
help us attract donations for our many initiatives, new and old.   We have already 
raised sufficient funds to build a new hut—the Richard & Louise Guy Hut—on the 
Wapta Icefield; construction will take place in the summer of 2015.  Another new 
hut is proposed for the Mount Robson area, subject to satisfactory discussions with 
B.C. Parks.

We have undertaken to better establish the ACC brand, and to communicate it to 
stakeholders across the country.  We have begun to develop a leadership training 
program to help our Sections attract more trip leaders, and we will pilot a program 
aimed at helping indoor climbers apply their skills safely in the great outdoors.

I continue to be impressed by the generosity of our members, both in terms of 
donating money to support new initiatives, and in contributing their expertise on 
a volunteer basis.  Those many volunteers include the members of your national 
Board of Directors who spend enormous amounts of time indoors on Club business 
rather than outdoors climbing mountains, and the same is certainly true of Section 
executives across the country.

What a wonderful organization we belong to!  Climb on, and be safe out there.

—Gord Currie

PRESIDENT

Gord Currie
President



MEMBERSHIP GROWTH OVER 2014
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The Alpine Club’s fiscal year runs November 1 to October 31. When the sun is shining 
and the hills are still snow covered in April, it’s difficult to reflect on the year that 
was. My recollection is further clouded by the birth of my first child and all the joys 
of parenting. That was in February 2014. Over a year ago! I’ve read that the days are 
long, but the years are short. And so it seems 2014 passed by incredibly quickly, yet at 
a snail’s pace some days.

In this report you will read of some incredible progress in the Club thanks in no small 
part to the strategic plan your Board put forward in 2010. That five-year plan was 
reviewed and updated in 2014 and is now a tighter and more concise three-year plan 
that will carry us through 2017. These living documents provide framework and a 
vision for staff to operationalize its activities. A vision that has been refocused to now 
read:

“To bring together, and give voice to, Canada’s mountaineering community.” 

You will read of new huts on the horizon and upgrades to the existing fleet. You will 
read of improved governance practices so necessary in a growing organization. We 
have made inroads in the youth market and indoor climbing as well as formalized 
long overdue avenues for giving. Mountain Culture has been full steam ahead with 
its Summit Series booklets honouring those who have made significant contributions 
to our community. A cross Canada leadership program is well underway as are a 
cadre of Section initiatives. We continue to provide numerous grants in Access & 
Environment, not to mention through the many, many funds the Club manages. All 
this while keeping core services and operations fiscally stable.

I am incredibly lucky to work with a very talented staff who have always been 
professional and service-oriented. I am also honoured to work with a cohesive 
and forward thinking Board of Directors, all of whom volunteer countless hours on 
a weekly basis. Looking forward to the day I that I can take my daughter into the 
alpine—it’s satisfying to know the Club is in good hands.

—Lawrence White

NATIONAL OFFICE

Lawrence White
Executive Director
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SERVICES & ATHLETICS

New Website: ACC members got a new website this year thanks to the tremendous 
efforts of our Canmore staff, and it’s a big step up! A real bonus is the new online 
capacity that allows members to check on hut availability—a helpful feature when 
planning an overnight outing. It’s great to see the Club moving forward on the digital 
front. More enhancements are planned for the future.

Competition Climbing: The Club continues to work with Climbing Escalade Canada 
(CEC) on the transition of Competition Climbing at the national level. The competitive 
side of our sport continues to grow at a rapid rate and the CEC is developing its 
capacity to take over the governance role for the sport from the ACC nationally. In the 
interim, the Club continues to provide tremendous support to competition climbing 
and I am pleased to represent the Club on the CEC board. Longer term, the Club 
has a significant opportunity to be the ‘go to’ Club for beginner indoor climbers who 
would like to experience rock climbing and mountaineering.

—David Foster

David Foster
Vice-President for
Services & Athletics

SECRETARY

Isabelle Daigneault
Secretary

In 2014, and for the second time in the history of the Club, we embarked on a 
thorough strategic planning exercise regarding the bright future of the Club. It’s 
important to periodically ask ourselves what our vision is and how we want to pursue 
it. With the demographic changes that have occurred in the last three decades, the 
most recent exercise allowed us to determine a clear vision of what we are and are 
not, as well as more quantifiable objectives to measure ourselves by.

The Governance Committee embarked on an ambitious plan to: 

1. Revamp the by-laws so they would allow for greater flexibility in 
communicating with members and an easier election process. 

2. Review processes, committees, and associated terms of reference and modify 
as needed to reflect better governing principles (transparency, accountability). 

3. The development of key indicators to measure where we are as compared to 
where we intended to be. 

4. Metrics to measure our performance as a Board of Directors and improve on 
areas we need most.

Although this plan will not happen overnight, most of the changes will be completed 
in 2015. I am also happy to report a steady and solid climb in Club members from 
9,548 in 2013 to 10,433 in 2014. Well done everyone!

—Isabelle Daigneault
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Summit Series: The Mountain Culture Committee continued to grow the Summit 
Series by documenting the lives of past Mountain Guides Ball Patrons for whom 
booklets have not yet been produced. In 2014 a booklet honouring 1993 patron Glen 
Boles was completed. Tributes to Bob and Marg Hind, and William Putnam are in the 
works for 2015.

The Library: The Club reached an important agreement with the Whyte Museum 
of the Canadian Rockies in Banff to house, and make publically available, the 3,500 
titles that make up our collection. The Whyte is undertaking a renovation and 
expansion and the return of the ACC Library to the Whyte Museum is anticipated in 
the fall of 2015. 

The Wally Joyce Slide Digitization Project: The Archives & Library at the Whyte 
Museum also agreed in principal to partner with the Club to have all of Wally’s 5,000 
35 mm colour slide collection digitized and made publicly available. The slides are 
a treasure trove—among other things, they cover nearly every annual ACC summer 
camp from 1955 to 2000.

Hut Commemoration Project: 
Good progress is being 
made on this project with 
bilingual historical plaques 
now hanging on the walls in 
the Abbot Pass Hut and the 
Stanley Mitchell Hut. A plaque 
for the Scott Duncan Hut 
was recently completed, and 
plaques for the A.O. Wheeler 
Hut, Bow Hut, and Peter & 
Catharine Whyte Hut are all in 
the works.

Mountain Literature: The Club inked a deal with the University of Alberta to 
co-sponsor a new annual literary award at the Banff Mountain Film & Book Festival 
entitled the Mountain Article. To date, no prize honours short stories and essays—the 
type of stuff that is absolutely necessary to the sport of mountaineering—so we’re 
really excited about this one. A grand announcement was made at the 2014 Banff 
Mountain Festivals, with the view to begin handing out the award in the fall 2015. 
Sharpen your pencils Canadian Alpine Journal contributors!

—Zac Robinson 

MOUNTAIN CULTURE

Zac Robinson
Vice-President for
Mountain Culture

par Jacqueline Louie 

Scott Ralph Duncan était porté à grimper, à skier et à explorer les sommets les plus reculés de la planète, des 
montagnes Rocheuses de l’extrême nord à la Patagonie du Grand Sud, en passant par l’Himalaya et d’autres, innombrables 
lieux sauvages. 

Ski alpiniste prolifique, Duncan était un vétéran dans plusieurs grandes traversées de ski à la fin des années 1970 et au 
début des années 1980, incluant les Rocheuses canadiennes en 1978 et les Rocheuses 
du Sud en 1980, la chaîne Selkirk du Nord en 1981 et le nord de Cariboo en 1982. Son 
dernier grand voyage a été une expédition d’un mois dans la Chaîne Saint-Élie du Yukon en 
mai 1984, où il skia 380 kilomètres et grimpa trois grands pics le long du chemin: Mont 
Steele (5,073 mètres), Mont Wood (4,842 mètres) et Mont Macaulay (4,690 mètres). 

« C’était un voyage épique du début à la fin, peut-être notre plus belle traversée en ski 
de haut niveau, » se rappelle Steve Smith, qui, avec son frère Phil, comptait parmi les 
plus proches compagnons d’aventure de Duncan. « Nous sommes partis et retournés 
par nos propres moyens sur la Route de l’Alaska, chacun transportant sa part d’un 
approvisionnement de 35 jours en nourriture et en carburant pour compléter l’expédition, 
sans cache ni parachutage.

“Pour Scott, si vous partiez grimper une grande montagne quelque part, la moitié de la 
trajectoire était d’abord de s’y rendre. Il était complètement dépendant de cela. Ce n’était 
pas une obsession, c’était plutôt comme une dépendance. Scott était un vrai puriste. On 
le voyait construire des igloos et camper dans des abris de neige. Il était parfaitement 
compétent et il avait confiance en les montagnes.” 

Ces expéditions, toutes autosuffisantes, sans cache ni communications, se faisaient à 
une époque différente au sens où, selon Ilya Storm, un autre ami et compagne d’expédition, 
“Il y avait une distance dans la nature qui n’existe plus.” 

Storm décrit Duncan comme “sage au-delà de son âge en matière de précautions. 
Il approchait les montagnes en prenant des décisions mesurées, mais il restait un vrai 
aventurier.” 

Né le plus jeune de six enfants à Calgary le 17 juillet 1960,  « Scott était un gars 
sensible, sympathique, et toujours un intellectuel profond, » dit Roger Duncan, son frère 
aîné. «  Les pieds bien ancrés sur terre, il appréciait vraiment la nature, qui l’inspirait 
presque religieusement. » 

Roger sourit en se souvenant de la fois où Scott l’a emmené au refuge de Bow Hut. 
Scott avait 17 ans, Roger 19; c’était sa première expédition en ski de montagne. Ils avaient 
commencé à 11 heures du soir et traversé le lac Bow sous la pleine lune. « J’avais des 
difficultés, tombant plus souvent que je ne me tenais debout, » se souvient-il. « Quand 
nous sommes montés au mur de tête, j’ai entendu Scott chanter de l’autre côté du canyon 
- il chantait tout le temps - et j’ai réalisé que mon enfer était son paradis. »

Scott jouait du piano, de l’harmonica et du mélodica, un instrument qui ressemble à une 
flûte munie de touches de clavier. « Un mélange d’accordéon, de piano et d’harmonica, » 
dit Roger. « Scott aimait le mélodica parce qu’il pouvait l’emporter et s’en servir partout où 
il allait. » « Scott chantait tout le temps, il sifflait et fredonnait tout le temps, » se rappelle 
Smith. « Il avait une assez bonne voix. Où qu’on aille, il y avait toujours une chanson en 
cours. »

« Il aimait plaisanter aussi. Il pouvait se moquer de vous sans répit. S’il pensait que votre 
comportement comprenait des traits ridicules, il s’arrangeait bien pour vous le faire savoir. 
Il savait trouver les façons de vous faire rire de vous mêmes et s’en servait souvent. »

« Il prenait vraiment soin des gens. C’était vraiment un ami loyal, quelqu’un avec qui on 
pouvait parler de tout. »

Poète, homme de lettres et philosophe, Duncan fréquenta les universités de Victoria 
et de Colombie-Britannique et se faisait une carrière de photographe aventurier quand il 
s’est rendu dans un campement du nord de l’Alberta, pendant l’été 1985. Une rencontre 
malchanceuse avec une chauve-souris lui décerna, trois mois plus tard, le diagnostic de la 
rage. Scott Duncan est mort à 25 ans, le 26 novembre 1985. 

Dans l’effusion de chagrin et de deuil qui a suivi, Pater Fuhrmann, alors président du 
Club alpin du Canada, contacta la mère de Duncan, Betty, concernant la construction d’un 
abri à la pointe sud de la traversée du champ de glace de Wapta. Cet abri « permettrait 

aux sortants du Wapta de partir tôt et descendre cette route pendant que les conditions sont parfaitement gelées,  » 
remarque Chic Scott dans son livre, Summits & Icefields.

La famille et les amis de Duncan se sont vite ralliés à l’idée 
de construire un abri pour lui rendre hommage et commémorer 
son souvenir. 

Conçu et bâti par Bernie Schiesser et Eric Lomas avec l’aide 
de volontaires du Club alpin du Canada (principalement de la 
section des Rocheuses), l’abri de Scott Duncan est entretenu 
par le CAC depuis sa construction en 1988. 

« C’est un relais vital dans la complétion de la traversée de 
Wapta, » dit Carl Hannigan, vice-président des installations du 
Club.

Situé à 2,773 mètres sur la crête nord-ouest du mont Daly, 
offrant une vue panoramique de la région environnante, l’abri 
Scott Duncan a été construit grâce au soutien financier de la 
famille de Duncan, de ses amis et du CAC.

« C’était un projet que la famille et que beaucoup d’amis de 
la famille pouvaient soutenir,  » dit Roger, « et qui contribuait 
beaucoup à la sécurité dans la chaîne des abris. Nous sommes 
fiers et heureux d’en faire partie et de nous assurer que l’on se 
souvienne de son nom. »

Jacqueline Louie fait partie des sections Calgary et 
Rocheuses du Club alpin du Canada. 

by Jacqueline Louie 

Scott Ralph Duncan was driven to climb, ski and explore the world’s most remote peaks at the farthest reaches of the 
earth, from the Rocky Mountains to the far North, from the Himalayas to Patagonia, and countless other wild places. 

A prolific ski mountaineer, Duncan was a veteran of several grand ski traverses in the late 1970s and early ’80s, including 
the Northern Rockies in 1978, the Southern Rockies in 1980, the Northern Selkirks in 1981 and the Northern Cariboos in 
1982. His last big trip was a month-long expedition in the Yukon’s Saint Elias Range in May 
1984, skiing 380 kilometres and climbing three big peaks along the way: Mounts Steele 
(5,073 metres), Wood (4,842 metres) and Macaulay (4,690 metres). 

“A completely epic journey start to finish—perhaps our finest high-level ski traverse,” 
recalls Steve Smith, who, together with his brother Phil, was among Duncan’s closest 
companions in adventure. “We set out and returned to the Alaska Highway on our own 
steam, each of us carrying our share of a 35-day supply of food and fuel to complete the 
expedition without caches or air drops.

“If you were going to climb a big mountain somewhere, for Scott half the climb was 
getting there. He was hooked on that. It was not an obsession, it was more like an addiction. 
He was a real purist. He’d be out there building igloos and camping in snow shelters. He 
was completely competent and confident in the mountains.”

Those expeditions, all self-supported without caches and without communications, were 
in a different era as far as remoteness goes, adds Ilya Storm, another friend and expedition 
companion. “There was a remoteness in the wilderness that doesn’t exist any more.” 

Storm describes Duncan as “wise beyond his years in terms of being careful. He 
approached the mountains in a measured way with his decision making, yet he was still a 
real adventurer.” 

Born in Calgary on July 16, 1960, the youngest of six children, “Scott was a congenial, 
sensitive guy, always a deep thinker,” says his older brother, Roger Duncan. “He was a 
pretty grounded guy. He had a real appreciation for, and was really almost religiously 
inspired by nature.” 

With a smile, Roger recalls the time Scott took him up to the Bow Hut. Scott was 17; 
Roger was 19, and it was his first time on backcountry skis. Their party left at 11 p.m. and 
headed across Bow Lake under a full moon. “I had been struggling, falling down more than 
I was standing up,” Roger recalls. “When we got up to the headwall, I heard Scott on the 
other side of the canyon singing away—he was always singing—and realized that my hell 
was his heaven.”

Scott played the piano, the harmonica and the melodica, an instrument that resembles 
a long flute with wide keys. “It’s a cross between an accordion, a piano and a harmonica,” 
Roger says. “Scott loved it because he could stick it in a pack and take it wherever he 
happened to be.”

“Scott was always singing, always whistling, always humming,” Smith recalls. “He had 
a pretty good voice. It didn’t matter where we were, there would always be a song going.

“He was also a bit of a practical joker. He liked to poke fun and would definitely not give 
you a break. If there was something in your personality that was ridiculous, he made sure 

you knew he thought it was pretty ridiculous. 
He was the kind of guy who would find a way 
to get you laughing at yourself, and he did a 
lot of that.

“He really cared about people. He was 
a guy who was really loyal as a friend, and 
someone you could talk to about anything.”

A poet, a man of letters and a philosopher, 
Duncan attended the University of Victoria 
and University of British Columbia, and 
was establishing himself as an adventure 
photographer when he went to work at a camp 
in northern Alberta in the summer of 1985. A 
chance encounter with a bat resulted, three 
months later, in an unexpected diagnosis of 
rabies. Scott Duncan died Nov. 26, 1985, at the age of 25. 

In the outpouring of shock and grief that followed his death, the Alpine 
Club of Canada’s then president Peter Fuhrmann communicated with Duncan’s 
mother, Betty, about building a hut at the southern end of the Wapta Icefield 
traverse. Putting in a hut would “enable parties exiting the Wapta to get an 
early start and descend this route while conditions were well frozen,” notes 
Chic Scott in his book, Summits & Icefields.

Duncan’s family and friends quickly rallied behind the idea of building a hut 
as a memorial and tribute to him.

Designed and built by Bernie Schiesser and Eric Lomas with the help of 
ACC volunteers, primarily from the Club’s Rocky Mountain Section, the Scott 
Duncan Hut has been operated by the ACC since its installation in 1988. 

“It’s a vital link in terms of completing the Wapta Traverse,” says Carl 
Hannigan, ACC Vice President of Facilities.

Located at 2,773 metres on the northwest ridge of Mount Daly with a 
panoramic view of the surrounding area, the Scott Duncan Hut was built with 
funding from the Duncan family, friends and the ACC.

“It was something the family could get behind, and a lot of friends of the 
family,” Roger says. “It provided a real safety feature in the chain of huts. 
We were really proud and excited to be a part of that, and to have his name 
remembered.”

Alpine Club of Canada member Jacqueline Louie belongs to the Calgary 
and Rocky Mountain Sections. 

Alpine Club of Canada le Club alpin du Canada

Scott Duncan Hut—a fitting tribute Refuge Scott Duncan—un hommage mérité 

“I want to show you my 
myriad friends: the dippers 
and varied thrushes—their 
clear, powerfully mellifluous 
song at first light, coming at 
you from a high canopy of 
cedar and hemlock giants, 
stops me still; yellow-legged 
sandpipers and red-tailed 
hawks and grey-backed toads; 
500-year-old lichens of brilliant 
phosphorescent greens, 
yellows, oranges; fields of 
anemones, forget-me-nots, 
drabas and paintbrush; tasty 
sorrel and yarrow and glacier 
lilies—maybe even the sight 
of an 800-pound silvertip 
grizzly frolicking in a sunny 
meadow—a humbling and 
majestic sight indeed!”

—Scott Duncan, 1985 

« Je voudrais vous présenter 
ma myriade d’amis. Les cincles 
et les passériformes, avec leur 
chant mélodieux et puissant, 
surgi d’une voûte de cèdres et 
de pruches géants, au lever du 
jour, m’immobilisent encore. 
Les bécasses à pattes dorées, 
les buses à queue rousse et 
les crapauds au dos gris; les 
verts, les jaunes, les orangés 
phosphorescents des lichens 
de 500 ans; les champs 
d’anémones et de myosotis, 
de draves et d’achillées 
millefeuilles, les oseilles 
goûteuses et les lys —peut-être 
même un grizzly de 800 livres, 
batifolant dans un pré ensoleillé. 
Des vues majestueuses qui 
rendent humble, vraiment! »

—Scott Duncan, 1985 

Je me souviens d’avoir pris cette photo avec 
les gars... Nous venions juste de découvrir 
tous les trois une cache d’équipement datée de 
l’expédition de G.I. Bell au mont Clemenceau en 
1951, où — parmi d’autres choses — il y avait 
des pitons de titane, des vieux mousquetons 
et crampons et une nourriture vraiment bizarre 
que nous avons refusé de manger, craignant le 
botulisme ou quelque chose de pire...

—Phil Smith

I remember taking this pic of the guys... The 
three of us had just stumbled into a long 
hidden cache of gear, dating back to the 
G. I. Bell’s  Clemenceau expedition of 1951, 
which included—amongst other things—
titanium pitons, old carabiners and crampons, 
and some really dodgy food that we declined 
to eat, fearing botulism or something worse...

—Phil Smith

Scott prenant une pause dans le nord des monts Selkirk, 
pendant un voyage de ski allant du barrage Mica au col Rogers, 
en Colombie-Britannique.  

Scott taking a break in the northern Selkirk mountains, while on 
a ski trip from Mica Dam to Rogers Pass, British Columbia.
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ACCESS & ENVIRONMENT

The Club continues to monitor and give support where it can to the various access 
issues which arise. Both government and private landowners are becoming more and 
more fearful an accident may happen on their property for which they could be held 
liable. 

In British Columbia: The lack of maintenance on logging roads is hindering access 
to some areas in B.C. As logging is discontinued, the roads become decommissioned 
and natural hazards such as washouts make the roads, which climbers and hikers 
once used to get into alpine environments, impassable.

In Alberta: To aid in the preservation of the Woodland Caribou, much of Jasper 
National Park is closed to ski touring for most of the winter season. Ski touring is 
only allowed in the east side of the Maligne River valley until mid-February when the 
Tonquin Valley reopens allowing access to the Wates Gibson Hut; the rest of the park 
reopens on the first of March.

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) and Alberta Environment and 
Sustainable Resource Development (ESRD) are working on Bighorn sheep protection 
plans in the upper North Saskatchewan and South Saskatchewan River basins.

In Ontario and Quebec: The National Capital Commission and ACC have been 
revising climbing agreements for Gatineau Park with the help of the Ottawa and 
Outaouais sections.  

All Sections have been working on access issues and continue to come up with 
projects for environmental protection and enhancement of their local areas.

—Wayne Campbell

Old Baldy represents a significant recreation 
and climbing resource to the Greater Toronto 
Area. As part of the Niagara Escarpment it is 
in the Unesco World Biosphere and home to 
numerous species at risk. 

In 2013, a privately owned, undeveloped, 
parcel of land located at the base of the cliff 
was placed on the market for sale. The grant 
money to help purchase this parcel of land, 
which was donated in full to the Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority. In exchange the GSCA 
provided a signed agreement ensuring rock 
climbing continues to be an accepted use 
of the land in perpetuity. The OAC will work 
with the GSCA to create and maintain trails 
including educational signage.

Wayne Campbell
Vice-President for
Access & Environment

The Access & Environment grant: 
In 2014, the grant was awarded 
to the Ontario Access Coalition 

(OAC), the Toronto Section, and 
the Grey Sauble Conservation 

Authority (GSCA) for Old Baldy 
land acquisition.
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FACILITIES

Financials:  The Club continued to benefit from the recent upward trend in hut usage. 
2014 saw a 3% increase in both hut and Clubhouse usage. We attribute this, in part, 
to the increased social media marketing the Club is now involved in. This level of 
growth is expected to continue for the foreseeable future.

Capital Projects: There were two major capital projects completed in the summer 
of 2014. The Club and BC Parks sub-contracted Dave McArthur of Elkford to make 
significant improvements to the maintenance access road into the Elk Lakes Cabin. 
In the past, this road could not handle the large-truck requirements for servicing 
the hut; the upgrades should help alleviate the huge potholes that developed every 
spring.

The second major project was the complete 
re-pointing of the Abbot Pass Hut’s 
stonework. The Club assisted a Parks Canada 
and Heritage Canada crew from Winnipeg 
in repairing the stonework on this historic 
hut. Re-pointing the exterior stonework was 
the second step of our three-step process 
to rejuvenation the Abbot Pass Hut. In 2013 
the roof was rebuilt and, with the re-pointing 
work now complete, we can now move onto 
reconditioning the interior of the hut. It is 
anticipated the interior reclamation will be 
completed in the summer of 2016.

The Huts: With only two capital work projects to complete in the summer of 2014, 
the Club maintenance team had an opportunity to take care of many small repair 
projects within the huts. Our roaming custodians program continued in 2014 and was 
expanded to include an additional roving custodian. Reports from hut users indicate 
that this is a very successful program, which has led to a much higher ACC presence 
within the huts and much cleaner facilities.

Hut System Development: The Club’s hut development initiatives continued to move 
forward with the Richard & Louise Guy Hut project and further movement towards 
the approval of the conversion of the Cameron Lake Hut in Waterton Lakes National 
Park.

The ground was turned at the Richard & Louise Guy Hut building site with the grey 
water dispersion field being put in. The design of the hut and approval process 
continued and we anticipate the building being erected in the summer of 2015.

The Cameron Lake Hut site was visited and the required renovations determined. 
The ACC Board of Directors has approved the renovations project and we are now 
waiting for final approvals from Parks Canada. We hope to have the building ready 
for bookings for the winter of 2016.

—Lawrence White, on behalf of VP for Facilities

Specially trained in 
conservation and 
restoration techniques, 
Parks Canada 
stonemasons re‑point 
the Abbot Pass Hut.
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SURVEY Question:  Check the reasons why you joined the Club. 
                                        Select all that apply.

SECTIONS

Following the inauguration of the Section Council Roundtable in 2013, momentum 
built in 2014 as Section Reps from across the country came together twice more to 
share best practices and brainstorm solutions to common problems.

Increasing Membership: The spring 2014 meeting focused on membership. Section 
Reps were presented with a wealth of information on increasing membership, 
engaging and retaining members, and renewing members. At the fall 2014 meeting 
guest speaker Ron Bell, former VP and General Manager of Global Television, was 
brought in to speak to the Section Reps about Integrated Communications including 
websites, Facebook, and other social media. He also shared some tips on how to 
attract media interest in Section events. Ron had some success in this area promoting 
the Rocky Mountain Section that resulted in TV and radio coverage for several 
events. The Calgary Section also shared success that they’ve had with creating a new 
website, which has resulted in a template customizable for other Sections.

Membership Survey: Between meetings, many Sections took advantage of an 
opportunity to have a membership survey sent out to all of their current members to 
get a sense of why they joined the Club in the first place and why they continue to be 
members, as well as to determine whether we are meeting expectations. Although 
surveys were customized for each participating Section, there were some common 
responses across all Section members. While the number one reason to join was 

to meet other skiers and climbers, the reason 
members stay with the Club is more for the sense 
of community that comes with Club membership. 
These Sections are now using these and other 
survey results to hone their member offerings 
and communication messages. More Sections are 
planning to roll out surveys in 2015.

It’s been an exciting and interesting year of Section 
Council Roundtable meetings. Participation by your 
Section Reps has been active and productive!

—Sandy Walker

Sandy Walker
Vice-President for 
Sections

Note: This graph reflects 
the responses of the 
people who chose to 
answer the survey in the 
Sections that participated.



Mountain Adventures: The flagship enterprise of the program, the 2014 General 
Mountaineering Camp (GMC) ran for five weeks, including a week dedicated to an 
Artists’ Camp. The GMC was held in a new location at the Frenchman’s Cap area of 
the Monashee Mountains. 

Other Mountain Adventure offerings for the summer and winter programs 
maintained their core education-focused adventures. The Mountain Adventures 
program offerings realized a loss; however the Travel Insurance program continues 
to grow in popularity and financial gains. Efforts in marketing and diversifying 
the product line for the upcoming year include themed focuses and international 
adventure offerings. 

Mountain Safety: The Safety Committee continued its role in mountain safety 
related reviews. An initiative was commenced to develop safety contacts in each of 
our 22 Sections to provide an avenue for increased communications and further 
development of safety culture. Canadian input to the American Accidents of North 
American Mountaineering (ANAM) was completed. The ACC is participating with 
the International Climbing and Mountaineering Federation (UIAA) as one of three 
countries, along with Japan and Chile, on development of a World Mountaineering 
Accident database prototype.

Leadership Development: The Leadership Development Committee has continued 
working on the multi-year project to develop a national training and leadership 
curriculum. The ACC Competency Profile Working Group sub-committee, comprised 
of delegates representing the Club’s 22 Sections, completed 15 Leadership Profiles 
and ranked their priority training curriculums for development. The upcoming year 
will see the development and delivery of the initial curriculum and training resources 
which will be made available to Club Sections across the country. 

—Frank Spears

Frenchman’s Cap GMC 
Photo by Thierry Levenq
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ACTIVITIES

Frank Spears
Vice-President for 
Activities
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Fiscal 2014 continued on the strength of the year prior and saw the Club continue to 
solidify its financial position. For the year there was a small surplus in the unrestricted 
funds from operations and investment income of $14,178 reinforced by significant 
income in the funds overall resulting in a surplus of $427,325. Based on discussions 
with our Auditors, the layout of our Income Statement has been changed to separate 
Operating Income/Loss from Investment Income/Loss to allow readers more 
transparency and to avoid confusion when reporting mark to market price changes in 
the investment portfolio.

Designated Funds: The portfolio returned 8.46% over the fiscal year, which 
brings the rolling 5-year average to 10.73%. The portfolio had been over-weight 
in equities over the past couple of years due to in-kind donations of stock. Given 
the market performance on the first half of the calendar year, we were able to sell 
some positions and bring the portfolio weighting back in line with our mandate in 
late summer. This in turn ended up being timely given the market sell-off in the fall 
months.

The Canadian Alpine Centre at Lake Louise (CAC): The Club owns 30% of the 
hostel, which had another very strong year with $68,699 of income being attributed 
to the ACC. We have now recovered fully from the down-turn after the financial 
crisis and working capital has been built up to comfortable levels. If current business 
conditions continue, it is highly likely we will see dividend levels return to the 
magnitude enjoyed prior to the financial crisis. 

The Club continues to remain solid financially with ever more diversified income. The 
Activities portfolio is really the only concern for the Club and work continues to try to 
stem the losses from this area. The Finance and Audit Committee has been extremely 
active on a number of policy changes over the past year in order to stay in front of 
Not-For-Profit governance practices as the Club continues to grow and expand to 
meet members’ needs.

—Neil Bosch

TREASURER

Neil Bosch
Treasurer

NET ASSETS GROWTH

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

$8.3M

$5M

$6.7M
$7.3M

$7.7M
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Income Statement to October 31 2014 2013

REVENUE
Facilities $ 1,716,851 $ 1,638,968

Activities $ 377,438 $ 422,923

Membership $ 232,901 $ 229,902

Other $ 163,577.00 $ 179,942

Canadian Alpine Centre (CAC) $ 68,699 $ 81,448

$ 2,559,466 $ 2,553,183

EXPENSES
Facilities $ 1,369,160 $ 1,303,595

Activities $ 405,748 $ 415,467

Membership $ 403,717 $ 316,304

Other $ 366,663 $ 440,454

$ 2,545,288 $ 2,475,820

Net Income $ 14,178 $ 77,363

Cash Flows to October 31 2014 2013

OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Excess of revenue (expenses)  $ 427,325.00  $ 482,326.00 

Items not affecting cash from operations  $ (102,489.00)  $ (45,202.00)

Net change in non-cash balances  $ 170,538.00  $ (92,222.00)

INVESTING ACTIVITIES
Purchase of capital assets  $ (99,881.00)  $ (115,088.00)

Canadian Alpine Centre - distribution of 
earnings  $                   -    $ 39,565.00 

Proceeds of investments and securities  $ (262,035.00)  $ (344,476.00)

 $ (361,916.00)  $ (419,999.00)

Decrease in cash position  $ 133,458.00  $ (75,097.00)

Cash, beginning of the year  $ 193,826.00  $ 59,326.00 

Cash, end of the year  $ 327,284.00  $ (15,771.00)

Balance Sheet at October 31 2014 2013

ASSETS
Current Assets $ 452,781.00 $ 183,787

Investments $ 657,522.00 $ 823,275

Canadian Alpine Centre  $ 956,724.00 $ 888,025

Capital Assets  $ 1,333,741.00 $ 1,371,145

 $ 3,400,768.00 $ 3,266,232

LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities  $    562,942.00 $ 466,469

Members’ Equity  $ 2,837,826.00 $ 2,799,763

 $ 3,400,768.00 $ 3,266,232

Designated Funds  $ 4,877,721.00 $ 4,488,459
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The ACC is extremely grateful for the 
generosity of its members, friends, 
and partners for their gifts of time, 
energy and funding. Our progress is 
the result of the vision, leadership 
and confidence of those who have 
contributed so much.

On these two pages is a list of 
contributors for the 2014 fiscal year, 
which runs from November 1, 2013 
through October 31, 2014. 

Cascades Level ($100 - $999)

Laurie Allen
David Anderson
Robert Armstrong
Shelley Ballard-

McKinlay
Lola Baydala
Doug Beecroft
Remy Bernier
Timothy Bester
Glen & Liz Boles
Derek Brackley
Paul Bride
George Brookman
William Buxton
Wayne Campbell
Matt Cave
Judy Clarkson
Steven Coombes
Joanna Croston
Gordon Currie
Tony & Gillean 

Daffern
Danylo Darewych
Joseph Davidson
Lucille Desjardins
Wendy Dirksen
Thérèse Dubé
Diane Erickson
Angela Flemming
David Foster

Peter Fuhrmann
James Gardner
Tara Garratt
Paul Geddes & Willa 

Harasym 
Gertrud & Vitus 

Germann
Michael Glaser
Dave Gower
Norman Greene
Carl & Sandy 

Hannigan
Scott & Jill Harms
Linda Heywood
Peter Hind
Nikki Hipkin
Philippa Hocking
Paul Hrynkow
Scott Ingledew
Leroy Innanen
Lorne James
Eileen Jennings
Greg Kiessling
JoyAnne Krupa
Antoinetta La Villa
Gernot Lackner
Patrick Lam
Jones Lanice
France Lecavalier
Brenda L. Legare

Frank Liszczak
Jolene Livingston
Eric & Dorle Lomas
Robert B. Macdonald
Doreen MacDonald
Graham Maddocks
André Mahé
Ronald Mannix
John Martland
Yves Mayrand
David McAllister
Jim McIvor
Andrew McKinlay
Roy Millar
Steve Miller
Don Milliken
Kit Moore
Luke Myles
Meg Nicks
Michael & Donna 

Okrusko
Steve Patten
Jim Peacock
Alex Perel
Brent Peters
David Petrik
Lionel Piché
Michael Piggott
Darryl Polyk
Craig Richards

Laurette Rouillard
Chic Scott
Marjie Seaman
Kevin Seel
Wayne Selby
Michael Simpson
Frank Spears
Andrew Stevens
Monir Taha
Adam Thomas
John Timar
Wilf Twelker
Ingrid van der Zande
Paul Veneziano
Warren Verbonac
Graham Walker
Bill Walker
Roger Wallis
Matthew Webster
Andrew Weldon
E.E. Wheadon
Calvin White
Brad White
Lawrence White & 

Corina Strim
Terry White
Sharon Wingenbach
Kevin Witzke
Ellen Woodd
Rollie A. Zellmer

St. Elias Level ($10,000 or more)

Richard Guy

Rockies Level ($1,000 or more)

Doug Dean
Philippe Delesalle
Lloyd & Fran 

Gallagher
James K. Gray
Andrew James 

Greenshaw

Christine & Richard 
Higgins

Fiona  Hyslop
Nicky Lynch
Jeffrey J. McCaig
Mike & Heather 

Mortimer

Charles Price
William L. Putnam
Estate of Isabel Cicely 

Schmidt
David Toole

DONOR RECOGNITION
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Given their high numbers, listing 
those who donated their volunteer 
time and expertise would be 
impossible, but the Club is indebted 
to them for their contributions. 

The dedicated volunteers listed here 
were recognized for their outstanding 
contributions to the National and/or 
Section levels of The Alpine Club of 
Canada in 2014. Biographies of the 
award recipients’ accomplishments 
can be found on the ACC’s website.

Laurentians Level ($25 - $99)

Kevin Algar
Reed Allinson
Victor Balon
Barry Blanchard
Lawrence R. Blood
Marc Blouin
Bernadette Boudreau
Gordon Bridgeman
Judy Brown
Byron Caldwell
Eric Clifford
Adrienne Corcoran
Kimberly Cork
John Cox
Gerry Daly
Keith Dawson
Brian Dechene
Bob Desruisseaux
Deb Dobson
Michael Downey
Burkhard Eibich
Yasser El-Sheikh
Eckhardt Ferdinandi
Silvie-Marie Fortin
Guy Gagnon

Rick Gardiner
Florian Ghita
Carol Gilchrist
Brian Gilchrist
Ian  Givens
Jamey Glasnovic
Nathalie Guilbault
LeeAnne Gyori
Dan Hallet
Gary Haug
Michael Hay
David Hobill
Theo Hofmann
Yan Huckendubler
Harry Ingleby
Richard Jansen
Cy Johnson
Dot Jones
Stefan Kloppenborg
Adriana  Kock
Jason Lainson
Renée Lavergne
Jocelyne Lecavalier
Marie-Paule 

Lecavalier

Glenn Lee
Roland Mahé
Heather Maitland
Dolores Marcil
Kathy Martyna
Ron & Evelyn 

Matthews
Patrick Matthews
Sue Mavinic
Christine Mazur
Andrew McCausland
Hugh McIntyre
Rick McKelvey
Marilyn McLaren
Fred Meyer
Donald C. Morton
David Nesbitt
Dave Nicholls
Michaela Novotna
Louise Olinger
Angela Ovens
Miguel Parent
Pamela Paylor
Jens Radetzki
Marny Reakes

Suzanne Ritchot
Roland Robert
Susan Roe
Tejbir Sandhar
Bill  Schell
Uta Schuler
Mark Scorah
Elaine Selby
Brian Selby
Mark Sinasac
Nicholas Slade
Greg Small
Richard St. Pierre
Rob Stephenson
Victoria Stook
Heather Taxbock
Margaret Taylor
Patricia Thoni
Robert Thrasher
Nancy Townshend 
Albert Vermette
Sandy Walker
Ken Wylie

President's Award

Wallace R Joyce
John E (Jed) Williamson

Distinguished Service 

Paul Geddes
David Roe

Eric Brooks Leader Award

Jeffrey Dmytrowich
Jason Guptill
Mark Rosin

Don Forest Service Award

Ashton Beaupré 
Dana Engler
Christine Fordham
Paul Hrynkow
Myrene Mollison
Robin Owens
David Pors
Margaret (Peggy) Taylor
Steve Traversari 
Elizabeth Williams

VOLUNTEER AWARDS
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In 2014, the Board of Directors made a decision to build on the Club’s legacy of 
generosity and giving, and explore the formalization of a fundraising program. In 
March, Bespoke Non Profit Solutions, a Calgary-based fundraising consultancy was 
engaged to:

 f Undertake a review of Club fundraising activities and provide 
recommendations to inform a strategy to support the strategic direction and 
sustainability of the Club.

 f Advance fundraising through a capital campaign seeking to raise $500,000 to 
support the establishment of the new backcountry hut at Mont des Poilus. 

Fundraising Strategy: Throughout a four-month period, nearly thirty individuals 
representing the ACC’s multiple stakeholders (members, donors, board, staff, section 
leaders) were engaged in a comprehensive process that culminated in a final report 
of findings and recommendations. The report was then used as a guide that has 
informed a fundraising strategy for 2015. 

In 2015, with the release of the ACC strategic plan, the Club will be executing a 
fundraising strategy that identifies priorities that will have significant impact now and 
into the future. Initiatives identified will:

 f Cultivate the next generation of ACC mountaineers.
 f Enhance safety and skill development.
 f Increase collection and preservation of, as well as access and availability to, 

cultural works.
 f Provide new and enhanced backcountry experiences through activities and the 

upgrade of existing and development of new backcountry huts.

Mont des Poilus Backcountry Hut Campaign: Through the efforts of a planned 
fundraising campaign and the generosity of many donors, in 2014 more than 
$112,000 was raised to support the Richard & Louise Guy Hut at Mont des Poilus. 
In total, nearly $500,000 has now been raised to establish a new facility that will 
provide the missing link in a world-class, hut-to-hut ski mountaineering traverse. It 
could not be more fitting that its name will be the Richard & Louise Guy Hut.

Many thanks to the Club supporters who continue to generously support the ACC! 

—Jolene Livingston
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FUNDRAISING

Jolene Livingston
Fundraising 
Consultant
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The Alpine Club of Canada thanks the following companies for their support, and 
encourages you to consider them the next time you purchase goods or services of 
the type they offer.

6672469 Canada Inc.
Alberta Sport, Recreation, 

Parks & Wildlife
Alpine Helicopters
Alpine Threadworks
Arc’teryx
Assiniboine Lodge
Association of Canadian 

Mountain Guides
Back at it Massage
Backcountry Access
Banff Mountain Film & Book 

Festival
BanffHotels.org
Bicycle Café
Black Diamond Equipment
Burnet, Duckworth & 

Palmer LLP
Café Books
Calgary Climbing Centre
Campbell Icefield Chalet
Canadian Avalanche Assoc.
Canadian Avalanche Centre
Canmore Nordic Centre
CPAWS
Crossfit Canmore
Dack Resources Ltd.
Elevation Place
Explore Magazine
Five-Ten
Focus BDC
Forty Below
GearUp Sport
Georgetown Inn
Global Experience 

Specialists
Globalstar Canada Satellite 
Golden Alpine Holidays
Gripped 
Grizzly Paw Pub

Helly Hansen
Hi-Tec Sports Canada
Hogshead
HI-Pacific Mountain Region
Icebreaker
INLIV
Intact Insurance
Iron Goat
J.R. Eickmeier Consultants 
Jardine Lloyd Thompson
Jaskela Resource Consulting 
Junction House, The
K2 Backcountry Access
Kearns Hunt & Hrach Dental 
Lake Louise Alpine Centre
Lake O’Hara Lodge
Live Out There Inc.
Marmot Mountain
MassieArt
McGurk Art
Meredith Physical Therapy
Metolius
Miners Lamp Pub
Monod Sports
Mountain Equipment Co-op
Mountain Hardwear
Nature’s Track
Nexen Energy
Ortovox Canada
Osprey Packs
Outdoor Research
Outside Ski & Bike
P & A Plastics
Paintbox Lodge
Patagonia 
Patagonia Banff & Calgary
Petzl
Rab
Rave Coffee
Rebound Cycle

Resorts of the Canadian 
Rockies

Richmond Wine
Rimrock Resort Hotel
Rocky Mountain Books
Rocky Mountain Flatbread 
Rocky Mountain Ski Lodge
Rocky Mountain Soap
Rogers Insurance
Ron Casey, MLA
Rose and Crown
Sorcerer Lake Lodge
Sports Experts
Sterling Rope
Stratton’s Jewellery
Strom Environmental 

Consulting
Sunny Raven Gallery
SVP Photography
The Business Link
The Calgary Foundation
The Drake and the Wood
The North Face
The Tin Box
The Whyte Museum of the 

Canadian Rockies
The Wood
United Way
University of Alberta Press
Valhalla Pure Outfitters
Vertical Addiction
WANT
William Marion Hanlon 

Professional Corp.
Yamnuska Mountain 

Adventures
Yoga Lounge
Zaui Software

CORPORATE PARTNER RECOGNITION



THE ALPINE CLUB OF CANADA
The Alpine Club of Canada is Canada’s national mountain organization. 
Based in Canmore, Alberta, the ACC has been a focal point for Canadian 
mountaineers since 1906. With 22 Club Sections across Canada, 
membership in the Union Internationale des Associations d’Alpinisme 
(UIAA), year-round mountain adventures, and an extensive system of alpine 
and backcountry huts throughout the Canadian Rockies, members pursue 
outdoor adventures throughout the country and around the world. The Club 
fosters alpine experiences by developing knowledge and culture; promoting 
responsible access; and supporting excellence in alpine leadership and skills.

The Alpine Club 
of Canada 
promotes alpine 
experiences, 
knowledge 
and culture; 
responsible 
access; and 
excellence in 
mountain skills 
and leadership.

Annual Report 2014
The Alpine Club of Canada  |  Le Club Alpin du Canada

NATIONAL OFFICE
For more information:

The Alpine Club of Canada / Le Club Alpin du Canada 
P.O. Box 8040, 201 Indian Flats Road 
Canmore, Alberta T1W 2T8

Phone:  (403) 678-3200  
E-mail: info@alpineclubofcanada.ca 
Website: www.alpineclubofcanada.ca

facebook.com/alpineclubofcanada twitter.com/alpineclubcan

Back cover photo of the 2014 TNF‑ACC Leadership Course by Brad Hurkett
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ONLY $13/YEAR FOR ACC MEMEBERS
CALL NOW 1.888.478.1183
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THE ALPINE CLUB OF CANADA
The Alpine Club of Canada is Canada’s national mountain organization. 
Based in Canmore, Alberta, the ACC has been a focal point for Canadian 
mountaineers since 1906. With 22 Club Sections across Canada, 
membership in the Union Internationale des Associations d’Alpinisme 
(UIAA), year-round mountain adventures, and an extensive system of alpine 
and backcountry huts throughout the Canadian Rockies, members pursue 
outdoor adventures throughout the country and around the world. The Club 
fosters alpine experiences by developing knowledge and culture; promoting 
responsible access; and supporting excellence in alpine leadership and skills.

The Alpine Club 
of Canada 
promotes alpine 
experiences, 
knowledge 
and culture; 
responsible 
access; and 
excellence in 
mountain skills 
and leadership.
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The Alpine Club of Canada  |  Le Club Alpin du Canada

NATIONAL OFFICE
For more information:

The Alpine Club of Canada / Le Club Alpin du Canada 
P.O. Box 8040, 201 Indian Flats Road 
Canmore, Alberta T1W 2T8

Phone:  (403) 678-3200  
E-mail: info@alpineclubofcanada.ca 
Website: www.alpineclubofcanada.ca

facebook.com/alpineclubofcanada twitter.com/alpineclubcan

Back cover photo of the 2014 TNF‑ACC Leadership Course by Brad Hurkett
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